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OVERVIEW OF THE SYSTEM 

The Waterloo Catholic District School Board is the eighth largest Catholic District School Board in 
Ontario, serving the ratepayers and students of Waterloo Region. The school system traces its history 
back 175 years to the first Catholic schools in the Region ï St. Agatha and St. Boniface Catholic 
Elementary Schools ï both founded in 1836 in what are now the villages of St. Agatha and Maryhill. 

WCDSB now has 45 elementary schools with a student population as of October 31, 2011 of 15,022 
students JK to Grade 8. This results in a full-time equivalent of 13,624.5 elementary students. The board 
also has five secondary schools serving 7,214 students in Grades 9 to 12. This results in a full-time 
equivalent of 7,001.63 secondary students. Our total elementary and secondary enrolment is 22,236 or a 
full-time equivalent of 20,626.13 students. The Board also runs five Adult and Continuing Education sites 
serving well over 21,000 adult learners and an alternative education high school serving approximately 55 
students.  

There are some 73 languages spoken in Waterloo regionôs Catholic schools representing students from 
114 nations. Waterloo Region is the fourth area of choice for new Canadians. Accordingly, within our 
current enrolment, we have 3,400 learners ï or 15% of our student body - where English is not their first 
language.  

PRIMARY CLASS SIZE REDUCTION 

Another aspect of government policy is compliance with the primary average class size. To be compliant, 
the school system has to have 90% of its primary classes under 20 to 1 ratio. 

Criteria 2011-12 

%Primary Classes 20 and under (90% by 07/08) 91.89% 

 

SOCIAL JUSTICE  

A hallmark of Waterloo Regionôs Catholic Schools is their commitment to social justice activities promoted 
by students and staff. There are many hours each year dedicated to working locally, provincially, 
nationally and internationally on many aspects of support for those in need. Each year we provide a 
snapshot of revenues raised in the name of missions and charities. This past year our system raised 
$459,997 -- bringing our thirteen year total to $4,516,860. It is understood that raising money is only one 
aspect of assisting. The hundreds of kilos of food and clothing collected for various causes do not have a 
dollar value attached to them yet the impact on those in need is invaluable. In 2010-11 WCDSB 
participated with other local school boards in staging a Waterloo Region ñWe Dayò in cooperation with the 
international organization Free the Children and Research In Motion. We will continue participation in 

2011-12. 

EARLY LEARNING 

In October, 2009 the Premier announced Ontarioôs new Early Learning Program for four and five year 
olds. A five-year implementation plan began in September, 2010. The program will be in all schools by 
September, 2014. Following Ministry of Education guidelines and in collaboration with the Waterloo 
Region District School Board and the Region of Waterloo, the Early Learning Kindergarten Task Team 
designed and assisted with implementation of the Early Learning Program at our Year 1 and Year 2 sites 
as outlined in the chart below. 



 

 

 

 

 

 

ACADEMIC ACHIEVEMENT ï GRADE 3 EQAO RESULTS 

Since the beginning of provincial testing, Waterloo Regionôs Catholic Schools have generally maintained 
scores at or above the provincial average ï with trends over time showing major gains. The charts below 
outline our Grade 3 EQAO results for 2010-2011 along with our results for the past four years. The charts 
also demonstrate the provincial result, the highest result and the lowest result among the 60 English 
language boards.  
 
Charts are also provided for: 
V Board and provincial results by gender; 
V Board and provincial students with special needs (excluding gifted); 
V Board and provincial for English Language Learners. 

 
 
 
 

Year 3 Sites 

2011-2012 

School Enrolment 

Blessed Sacrament, Kitchener 51 

St John, Kitchener 59 

St Teresa, Kitchener 46 

Total 156 

Year 1 and 2Sites 

2010-2011  

School Enrolment 

Sir Edgar Bauer, Waterloo 56 

St. Ambrose, Cambridge 69 

St. Anne, Cambridge 27 

St. Anne, Kitchener 75 

St. Bernadette, Kitchener 54 

St. Gregory, Cambridge 53 

St. Michael, Cambridge 71 

St. Peter, Cambridge 61 

Total for 2010-2011 466 



 

 
 
 
 



 
 
 

 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



   

ACADEMIC ACHIEVEMENT ï GRADE 6 EQAO RESULTS 

The charts below outline our Grade 6 EQAO results for 2010-2011 along with our results for the past four 
years. The charts also demonstrate the provincial result, the highest result and the lowest result among 
the 60 English-language boards.  
V Results for Grade 6 EQAO; 
V Board and provincial results by gender; 
V Board and provincial students with special needs (excluding gifted); 
V Board and provincial for English Language Learners. 

 



 

 

 



 

 


