
CSAC October 2025 

In attendance: Melissa Wooster, Melanie Ainsworth, Eric Thuss, Cheryl Beaupre, Chris Luciani, 
Lanette Kym, Dominik Milewski, Chantel Watts, Andrea DeCarlo, Rachel Wichanski, Rebecca 
Ernewein, Kathlyn McKenzie, Marie Ball, Haneen Flores, Ambreen Bashir, Vanessa Lopak, Mrugank 
Trinedi, Harry Oehlrich, Wondwosen Gobaw 

Regrets: 

 Agenda Items:  

1.Welcome/introductions (Cheryl)  

• Quick introductions as there are more new faces. 

2. Territorial acknowledgement and prayer (Chris)  

3. Review of previous meeting minutes (Cheryl)  

• All in favour of posting minutes from September 

4. Principal update (Chris)  

• Student representatives: not yet determined 
• Consider snow and ice removal.  Contracted vendors are contracted through facilities. Mr 

Luciani and Mrs Manning will continue to check on this when the snow arrives.  Mr Luciani 
will follow up with those responsible for this as needed. Mr Luciani will keep parent 
concerns of ice and snow build up (previous years) in mind when a snow removal plan is 
being negotiated.  Something to consider: where will snow piles are placed as they were 
previously where the portable and crossing guard occupy this year.  

• Consider staff attendance to CSAC meetings.  Staff supporting those with special needs 
would be a good resource. 

• Garbage cans on the property.  The school is encouraging “litter less” lunches and 
“boomerang” lunches.  Children do not take food items outside.  Chris will check with Mrs. 
Manning regarding the option to have cans placed outside.  Potential that the community 
using the school property after hours is responsible for litter. 

5. OPACE Liaison (Chris)  

• Co-chairs are listed and there are options for others to attend meetings. 
• Meetings are a time for us to hear about things that are happening at other schools 

including other boards. 
• Meetings are typically on a Wednesday, in the evening.   
• Ambreen Bashir has volunteered to attend.  Cheryl/Eric to send her information. 

6. Meet the Teacher Night debrief (Lanette)  

• Another successful evening 
• Prizes for scavenger hunt were leftover from last year (pop it key chains, croc gibbets, vinyl 

stickers 



• Pizza 101 sold 93 pizzas (medium for $10) 
• 2 new large Tetris games were purchased. 
• Total budget $135.53 

7. Financial update (Rachael and Mrugank)  

Outstanding book keeping: Tetris from Meet the Teacher night 
• Request to have receipts accounted for prior to the next meeting 
• Receipts need to be separate from any personal purchases 
• PIC funds have not come in. Pro grant application is not yet available. 
• We have more money in our account this year due to less spending last year. 

8. Spook-a-thon/Fall fundraiser (Melissa, Melanie) 

• Purposed $440 for gift cards. Alternatives to finger lights: reflective snap bracelets, ghost 
reflective key chain ($71.70).  Décor budget of $50. 

• New budget of $650 for Spook-a-thon 
• Student safety conversation.  Regarding flashlights, glow sticks, glow key chain. 
• Fog machine: created some headaches.  Black light suggested as an alternative. 
• Pledge forms will go out ASAP.  
• Tera cotta cookies will not be attached to the Spook-a-thon.  We could hold a minor 

fundraiser if we decide we would like to do this. We can create a longer timeline with a 
minor fundraiser.  

9. Funding priorities discussion (cont'd)  

• Discussion of other academic driven fundraisers.  Can be part of family engagement nights 
• Spook-a-thon funds can be directed towards: blacktop paint re-fresh, shade in the 

kindergarten area (is this a capital update or a student fundraising?), recess equipment (gag 
ga balls, 4 square balls, skipping ropes, magnetic play board), field trips bussing (creates a 
significant cost), gym equipment refresh (ie. soccer balls), Grade 8 graduation costs, 
academic support costs (home reading literature, math manipulatives), Chrome book carts 
or bins, parent involvement activities, mulch/cork ground covering (may require a separate 
fundraiser), Pancake Tuesday 

10. Parent engagement opportunities discussion (cont'd)  



• Activities that bring parents into the school. 
• STEAM (Eric: Tuesday March 24, 2026), BINGO (Lanette: Tuesday January 27, 2026) 
• New Ideas: financial literacy, literacy, Math literacy, guest speakers, career day, parent 

author, parent speakers (eg, AI/Tech), parent trivia night (coffee, paly games with other 
parents, build relationships), race or obstacle course, crafting, box-topia (build a city with 
cardboard boxes), building something out of cans, sidewalk chalk outside, drama club 
(afterschool), art exhibition, crafting event, entrepreneur, adult dance night/family dance 
night 

• Fundraising idea: vendor fair 
 

11. Choir update 
• 58 students from Gr. 2 -7 come out for our first rehearsal last Thursday!  That's 

amazing! 

• Stephanie has reached out to Luther Village and University Gates and they would 

both LOVE to have the choir come to sing at Christmas time. 

• We will put together a 30-40 min concert + sing-along to share with the residents. 

• Stephanie has to firm up the details and circle back with Mr. Luciani about booking a 

bus, but there was a lot of appreciation and enthusiasm from both of the recreation 

coordinators I spoke with.   Apparently this is something that used to happen a lot 

pre-COVID but hasn't really started back up yet.  They were *thrilled* to have us. 

• Stephanie has heard back from the University of Waterloo's anthem program.  They 

are interested in having us. A phone conversation with them to discuss timing and 

other key details. For instance, do we perform live or would we need to record 

ourselves ahead of time like we did for the Rangers game? How late are the games? 

How much are tickets for family members? (Singers and adult helpers are free.)  IF we 

do it, I would be looking to push that out to as late as possible in the spring to allow 

us to focus on Christmas first.  That opportunity is still very much up in the air 

depending on the details...  I hope to have more information for the next council 

meeting. 
 

12. Adjournment  

Next Meeting: November 4, 2025 at 6p in Learning Commons 


