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CSAC OCTOBER MEETING  Slides 

General Information  

Date: October 7, 2025 
Time: 6:00 pm 
Location: Learning Commons 

In attendance: Tracy Durocher-George, Catherine Bennett, Ayokunle 
Pearce, Mary Lou van Heugten, Kelly van Heugten, Abbey Hall  
 
Regrets:  

 

Agenda Topic/Item Responsibility Time Allotted Action Required/Decisions 
Welcome  
Land Acknowledgement  
Prayer *Invitation to make any prayer intentions 

Tracy and 
Kelly  

5 min Meeting started at 6:05pm ET 

Welcome and Introductions ALL 5 min Roundtable introductions  
 
Ms. Bell and Ms. Riddell were introduced as staff 
representatives. They will attend future council 
meetings on a rotating basis to share updates and 
support council activities. 

Elections/Appointments of Position  

➔ Review of Role of CSAC WCDSB School 
Council 

➔ Responsibilities of each role 

➔ Election/Appointment of positions 
○ Chair/Co-Chairs 
○ Secretary  
○ Treasurer 
○ Parent Representatives 
○ Community Representative 
○ Staff Representatives 

Tracy       10 min Discussion Summary & Actions: 
 
Tracy will help make sure parents know about the 
school council, including when meetings are happening 
and what will be discussed. 
 
Kelly will help lead future meetings, work with others 
to create the agenda, and complete any reports 
needed for community partners. 
 
All members will reach out to local community 
groups to encourage more people to get involved. 
 
Next Steps: 
 
The vote to confirm council roles (Chair, Secretary, 
Treasurer, etc.) will be postponed until the next 
meeting. 

Principal’s Report 

➔ School Overview/Enrollment/Staffing 

➔ New Recess times and school day 

➔ Open House BBQ 

➔ Parents in parking lots 

➔ Student Agendas  

➔ Spirit Wear Suppliers - Syco 

➔ School Sports (so far)  

➔ Chair Commissioning - Dates to Come 

➔ EQAO results are pending 
 

  Tracy 10 min  
Discussion Summary & Actions: 
 
Tracy shared updates on how staff are thinking 
creatively about how to use the school yard, especially 
with the new portable added (and possibly more 
coming). Staff will continue reviewing layout options. 
 
Tracy will continue working with suppliers to lower the 
cost of spirit wear, especially to support weekly spirit 
celebrations. The council may investigate switching to 
a new supplier next year. 
 

http://cmartyrs.wcdsb.ca/
https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/1Pr6vvN4PSNGDNtgdsvGlGrnvg73Qdhut7kX5B25rHoo/edit?usp=sharing
https://www.wcdsb.ca/wp-content/uploads/sites/36/2017/04/APSC001-00_CatholicSchoolAdvisoryCouncil.pdf
https://www.wcdsb.ca/wp-content/uploads/sites/36/2017/04/APSC001-00_CatholicSchoolAdvisoryCouncil.pdf


St. Bernadette Catholic Elementary School 

                            245 Lorne Avenue, Kitchener, Ontario, N2M 3Y9 
           Phone: 519-743-1541  

Website: http://stbernadette..wcdsb.ca/   
Tracy will share the results of standardized testing 
(EQAO) once they are available, likely in November. 
 

Financial Update 

➔ Will be role of Treasurer moving forward 

     Tracy  5 min Discussion Summary & Actions: 
 
All members will look for grants and funding 
opportunities that can support student activities 
without adding costs for families. 
 
The council will create a schedule to apply for grants 
throughout the year. 
 
Members will also connect with other schools to learn 
about available funding and share ideas. 

Faith/Parish Updates 

➔ New Parish—St. Francis of Assisi 

➔ Board’s Pastoral Plan (Listen, Serve, 
Engage) PA Day 

➔ Opening School Mass Oct 17th  

➔ Pastoral Plan for the Year   

Tracy 5 min Discussion Summary & Actions: 
 
The school is exploring new ways to help students 
and families feel more connected to school masses and 
faith-based activities throughout the year. Plans are 
still developing and will be shared as they evolve. 

Greening Report 
- tree planting date- Canopy project 
-To be purchased - water barrel - 
-Fall bulb planning date 
-What’s next for the garden boxes? 

Kelly 10 min Discussion Summary & Actions: 
 
Kelly will organize a walk-through of the school 
grounds in October with REEP representative to help 
plan tree planting locations, in coordination with the 
Canopy Project, Tracy and the Board’s Zeb Fosse. 
Council members are welcome to join, and the date 
and time will be communicated once confirmed.   
 
Council voted to approve the purchase of tulip 
bulbs and a collapsible water barrel.  
 
Mary Lou will lead the tulip bulb planting on 
October 18 (rain date: October 19).  

- Kelly will prepare a short message for 
Tracy to send out via Messenger, inviting 
volunteers to help with the planting. 

 
Tony will source and purchase a collapsible water 
barrel to support spring planting activities, including 
family garden projects.  
 
All council members will help develop a plan to 
engage the school community in using the garden 
boxes next spring. If needed, the group will consider 
planting low-maintenance flowers that don’t require 
summer watering.  

 

Planning & Engagement 

ALL 10 min Discussion Summary & Actions: 
 
All council members are invited to bring forward 
ideas for fundraising, events, and committee activities. 
All suggestions are welcome, and the group is open to 
trying different approaches to support the school 
community. 
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➔ opportunity to brainstorm ideas for 

fundraising, events, and committees 

Adjournment  

Tentative Future Meeting Dates:  

November 4, 2025 
January 13, 2025 
March 10, 2025 
May 12, 2025 
June 9, 2025 

  Meeting ended at 7:15pm ET 
 
Next meeting will be Tuesday November 4, 2025.   

Next Meeting Date:    
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