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WCDSB Mission Statement 
 

As disciples of Christ, 
we educate and nurture hope 

in all learners 
to realize their full potential  
to transform God’s world.   

 

SPECIAL EDUCATION ADVISORY COMMITTEE 
 

Wednesday, November 6, 2024, at 6:00pm 
Hybrid Meeting:   

In-Person: St. Francis Room (2nd Floor) Catholic Education Centre 
Online: Join the meeting now  

 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
Co-chairs:  Cindy Benedetti and Laura Shoemaker 

 
 

MEMBERS 
 

           WCDSB Trustee - Bob Sikora 
WCDSB Trustee – Conrad Stanley 
Waterloo Regional Down Syndrome Society - Kim Murphy 
Waterloo Regional Police - Amanda Hennig  
Family and Children’s Services of Waterloo Region - Cindy Benedetti   
Waterloo Region Family Network – Karen Applebee 
Centre for ADHD Awareness - Daina Colbourne 
International Dyslexia Association Ontario - Laura Shoemaker 
Autism Ontario - Monica Wenzlaff 
Member at Large - Jeanne Gravelle  

 

https://teams.microsoft.com/l/meetup-join/19%3ameeting_YTg4OTAzMGEtNDk1Zi00MGJkLTg2ZjItYjA4MDEyOTQ4MmI5%40thread.v2/0?context=%7b%22Tid%22%3a%22723db893-17ed-44ec-8613-011938c37276%22%2c%22Oid%22%3a%22acd79c9a-a822-4589-b783-fc06202f19f1%22%7d


Agenda 

SEAC Committee Meeting Agenda 

Date& Time: November 6, 2024, at 6:00 p.m. 

Location (Hybrid) 
In-Person: St. Francis Room (2nd Floor), Catholic Education Centre 
Online: Via Teams  : Join the meeting now 

Next Meeting: December 4, 2024, @ 6:00 pm 
Committee Members: Kim Murphy, Amanda Hennig, Cindy Benedetti, Karen Applebee, Daina 
Colbourne, Laura Shoemaker, Jeanne Gravelle, Monica Wenzlaff, Bob Sikora, Conrad Stanley 

Administrative Officials: Gerald Foran, Erin Lemak 

1. Opening Prayer
Welcome

Erin Lemak 

2. Approval of Agenda
Motion by:
Seconded:  

3. Declared Pecuniary Interest

4. Approval of the October minutes:
Motion by:

Seconded: 

5. School System Operational Business

6. Ministry Updates 

7. SEAC Committee Functions
7.1. Promoting Sacraments Kits for students with special needs.

 Event planning session. 
All Committee 

Members &  
Lisa Denomme 

Religion and Family Life 
Consultant  

8. Policy Advice to the Board
 

9. Updates

10. Pending Items

11. Adjournment

https://teams.microsoft.com/l/meetup-join/19%3ameeting_YTg4OTAzMGEtNDk1Zi00MGJkLTg2ZjItYjA4MDEyOTQ4MmI5%40thread.v2/0?context=%7b%22Tid%22%3a%22723db893-17ed-44ec-8613-011938c37276%22%2c%22Oid%22%3a%22acd79c9a-a822-4589-b783-fc06202f19f1%22%7d


Agenda 
 
 

  
Motion by:   
Seconded:   

  
 12. Action Items Place Holder   

 

 



Minutes 
 
 

SEAC Committee Meeting Minutes 
 

 

Date& Time:  October 2, 2024, at 6:00 p.m. 

Location (Hybrid) 
In-Person: St. Francis Room (2nd Floor), Catholic Education Centre  
Online: Via Teams  : Join the meeting  
 

Next Meeting:   November 6, 2024, @ 6:00 pm 
Committee Members: Kim Murphy, Amanda Hennig, Cindy Benedetti, Erin Sutherland, Daina 
Colbourne, Laura Shoemaker, Jeanne Gravelle, Monica Wenzlaff, Bob Sikora, Conrad Stanley 
 
Administrative Officials: Gerald Foran, Erin Lemak  
Regrets: Laura Shoemaker.  
 

 1. Opening Prayer  
Welcome   

        

Erin Lemak 

 2. Approval of Agenda   
Motion by: Jeanne Gravelle  
Seconded:  Erin Sutherland  

 

 3. Declared Pecuniary Interest   
   N/A 

 

 4. Approval of the September minutes: 
 Motion by:  Erin Sutherland  
Seconded: Monica Wenzlaff  

 

 School System Operational Business 
  

5.1. Student Achievement Plan (SAP) Update  
• Came from The Better Schools Act from the Ministry 
 Contains measurable performance indicators - quantitative 

and qualitative data 
• Comparison with other Boards in the Province 
• Faith in Action Addition to the Student Achievement Plan  

Q&A 
5.2. ADHD resources that are being shared with the WCDSB staff 

• StaffNet link 
5.2. Forward Together in Christ 
https://hamiltondiocese.com/forward-together-in-christ/ 
  

  
  

J. Ritsma 
K. Roberts 

 
 
 
 
 
 

E. Lemak 
 

T. Dowling  

 6. Ministry Updates (10 min)   
 N/A 

  

 7. SEAC Committee Functions  
 7.1. Motion to approve Special Education Plan  

 
 

https://teams.microsoft.com/l/meetup-join/19%3ameeting_YTg4OTAzMGEtNDk1Zi00MGJkLTg2ZjItYjA4MDEyOTQ4MmI5%40thread.v2/0?context=%7b%22Tid%22%3a%22723db893-17ed-44ec-8613-011938c37276%22%2c%22Oid%22%3a%22acd79c9a-a822-4589-b783-fc06202f19f1%22%7d
https://wcdsbca.sharepoint.com/sites/News/SitePages/October-is-ADHD-Awareness-Month.aspx?from=DigestNotification&e=dxKJtgBRgka89giVp-ONOQ&at=9&xsdata=MDV8MDJ8T2xqYS5EanVrYW5vdmljQHdjZHNiLmNhfDdlMzQ3OGExODIxOTQ0OGRhMzVlMDhkY2UzMWE5ZTk5fDcyM2RiODkzMTdlZDQ0ZWM4NjEzMDExOTM4YzM3Mjc2fDB8MHw2Mzg2MzQ5NTA3MzA0MjM2MDl8VW5rbm93bnxUV0ZwYkdac2IzZDhleUpXSWpvaU1DNHdMakF3TURBaUxDSlFJam9pVjJsdU16SWlMQ0pCVGlJNklrMWhhV3dpTENKWFZDSTZNbjA9fDB8fHw%3d&sdata=NzVmWnc1NW1VYTNjbFo5a1ZDU1A4amJaRURZeWhHTm83L3kzY2dOMjlGTT0%3d&clickparams=eyAiWC1BcHBOYW1lIiA6ICJNaWNyb3NvZnQgT3V0bG9vayIsICJYLUFwcFZlcnNpb24iIDogIjE2LjAuMTc4MzAuMjAyMTAiLCAiT1MiIDogIldpbmRvd3MiIH0%3D
https://can01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fhamiltondiocese.com%2Fforward-together-in-christ%2F&data=05%7C02%7COlja.Djukanovic%40wcdsb.ca%7Cfc20ec6e4f8d4450e17108dce32b0909%7C723db89317ed44ec8613011938c37276%7C0%7C0%7C638635021172540688%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=hsNFRxRHDuPqmLiZ9Iv4L9ENrlYUDhPo%2BNLn3%2B0cBF0%3D&reserved=0


Minutes 
 
 

It was moved by Jeanne Gravelle and seconded by Erin Sutherland 

THAT SEAC approve a motion to recommend to the Board of Trustees that 
the Special Education Plan 2024-2025 be approved as presented at the 
SEAC meeting --- Carried by consensus 

 7.1. Remind members to share dates that are important for their 
organizations so that we can share with WCDSB staff.  

  

C. Benedetti 
 
 
 

 
 

G. Foran 

 8. Policy Advice to the Board  
N/A 

 

 9. Updates  
9.1.  WRFN Updates: 
 Erin Sutherland resigned from the SEAC Committee as she will be 

starting a new role with WCDSB. Karen Applebee will be stepping up 
and replacing Erin in her SEAC role.  

 School Navigation Workshops 
 Roger Street Kaleidoscope Kids 
 
9.2. ADHD Updates - FLYER 
 
9.3. WWDSS Updates: 
 The WWDSS Any Which Way You Can A-Thon will take place on Sunday, 

October 6, 2024 
Join us at Waterloo Park Picnic Shelter (off Westmount Rd) to help 
raise funds for essential services and programs for our members with 
Down syndrome and their families. We will be there rain or shine, 
ready to celebrate! More info can be found here   
Schedule of Events: 

1:00-2:00pm Registration, face painting, balloon twisting and 
outdoor fun 
2:00-2:20pm Opening ceremonies 
2:20-3:00pm Any Which Way You Can A-thon 2km walk and roll 
3:00-4:00pm Refreshments, announcements, and entertainment 
by Erick Traplin 

 DECADE - Breaking down stereotypes, one photo at a time. Join us in 
celebrating 10 years of Down syndrome advocacy!  

Date and time: Sunday, October 27 · 1 - 4:30pm EDT 
Location: Federation Hall Waterloo, ON N2L 3G5 
Key Note Speaker: Madison Tevlin 
Tickets: Join wait list for free 
tickets: https://www.eventbrite.com/e/decade-tickets-
939707429217 

Overview: The new photo series Decade celebrates 10 years of 
challenging stereotypes and advocating for authentic representation 
of individuals with Down syndrome. Working alongside Hilary Gauld of 
One for the Wall, we have been able to bring some of our most under-

 

https://wcdsbca-my.sharepoint.com/:b:/g/personal/olja_djukanovic_wcdsb_ca/Eb2nj8wLM4ZBjIB1yIHr04IBiQusTpiYyJZKrw-QqGgs4w?e=O2vENj
https://wcdsbca-my.sharepoint.com/:b:/g/personal/olja_djukanovic_wcdsb_ca/EU-cYGxPmLdFlaYttOWmoroB3XS7p6gADBG5FsjUyYzVMg?e=Qgcsju
https://myemail.constantcontact.com/CADDAC---ADHD-Awareness---Education---Advocacy.html?soid=1133075463351&aid=Wxhs4MCOlmg
https://www.wwdss.ca/events-calander/anywhichwayyoucanathon/
https://www.eventbrite.com/e/decade-tickets-939707429217
https://www.eventbrite.com/e/decade-tickets-939707429217
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