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INTRODUCTION 
 
BACKGROUND AND CONTEXT 
 
As a Catholic learning community, we are inspired and guided by the Gospel values in our 
pursuit of equity and justice as a value rooted in our faith. In our Catholic/Christian tradition, 
we have a moral imperative to act intentionally to ensure those we serve – staff, students, 
and communities – are treated with respect and dignity as family in Christ. To achieve this 
vision, we use the following as our guiding, spiritual principles: Collaboration, Equity, 
Excellence and Accountability, Holism, Life-Long Learning, Reflection, and Reconciliation.   

The Ministry of Education made a commitment to every student in the province of Ontario 
that regardless of ‘ancestry, culture, ethnicity, gender, gender identity, language, physical and 
intellectual ability, race, religion, sex, sexual orientation, socio-economic status, or other 
factors (Equity Action Plan, p. 8)’, all students should be able to access the curriculum, feel 
safe at school, and have a sense of belonging. The purpose of the WCDSB Student Census is 
to eliminate systemic racism and advance racial equity in the WCDSB as authorized by the 
Anti-Racism Act in s.7(2). The analysis of the results of the Student Census will allow us to 
gain a deeper understanding of the diversity of students within the WCDSB and of the 
cultural, social and demographic makeup of our students. Additionally, our analysis will help 
us to understand the disparities and disproportionalities when exploring student outcomes 
within various self-identified equity groups. No program, service or benefit may be withheld 
because a student does not participate, or refuses to participate, in the WCDSB Student 
Census. 

The 2021 Student Census was an online survey that collected data specifically related to self-
identity, demographics, and experiences at school. The census included questions about 
Indigenous identity, ethnic/cultural background, racial identity, citizenship status, 
religious/spiritual affiliation, gender at birth/identity, sexual orientation, (dis)abilities, 
household characteristics, and school experiences.     

The WCDSB was authorized to collect personal information from students by the Anti-Racism 
Act (ARA s.6(2)), Municipal Freedom of Information and Protection of Privacy Act (MFIPPA 
s.28(2)), and the Education Act (265(1)(d), 169.1(1)). Our process was developed in accordance 
with the guidance and legislation provided by the Ministry of Education, the Anti-Racism 
Directorate, the Ontario Human Rights Commission, and the Municipal Freedom of 
Information and Protection of Privacy Act.    

This census was administered using the online survey platform, Qualtrics.  The WCDSB’s 
Privacy Records and Information Management and Research Coordinator assessed the privacy 
and security practices of Qualtrics and after a thorough analysis, determined that we can 
ensure the data from the census will remain secure. Further, WCDSB’s Research & Data 
Services Department developed a data management plan to comply with Board policies, 
Municipal Freedom of Information and Protection of Privacy and the Anti Racism Act Data 
Standard (ARADS).  All identifiable Student Census data will be kept on encrypted servers and 



  4 

password protected devices with role-based access restrictions. Data will be securely 
disposed of as per the WCDSB Records Retention Schedule in our survey tool 1 year after 
collection. Please note, the 2021 Student Census was voluntary for students. Parent/guardians 
were provided with a formal Notice of Collection 4 weeks prior to collection and an opt-out 
process if they did not consent to their child’s participation.  All students at the WCDSB, 
between Grades 4 and 12 and without an opt-out form received, were invited to participate in 
the 2021 Student Census. During administration, all students could still choose if they wanted 
to complete the survey.  Further, students could stop answering questions at any time, as well 
as skip any question they did not wish to answer.  The survey was available online and during 
class time. Teachers, educational assistants, vice-principals, and principals were available to 
help students access the survey. Staff were asked to ensure student privacy whenever 
possible, as the students were taking the survey. Accommodation was available for students. 
For example, if a student required a pen-and-paper version of the census, it was provided by 
the administrator of the school. Further, if a student had regular and recurring classroom 
support to complete schoolwork and assessments (e.g., EAs, CYWs, SERTs, ESLs), those 
supports would be in place to access the census. The census was available in six languages: 
English, Arabic, Portuguese, Spanish, Russian, and French.   

The Board engaged in a multi-year process to develop and administer the 2021 Student 
Census in compliance with the Anti-Racism Act and Anti-Racism Act Data Standards (ARADS). 
Specifically, during the 2020-2021 academic year, the Equity, Diversity, and Learning 
Committee (now, called the Equity, Diversity, and Inclusion Committee) worked with the 
Board’s Research Coordinator to review other boards’ completed Student Census (e.g., 
Durham District School Board, Peel District School Board, Waterloo Regional District School 
Board, York Catholic District School Board) and then developed both demographic and school 
experience questions for our census. Executive Council provided feedback and 
recommendations throughout the process. In September and October of 2021, we held public 
consultations for parents/guardians, students, and staff to receive their feedback as well. 
After the consultations, we finalized the wording of the 2021 Student Census with an eye on 
using age-appropriate language while still maintaining compliance to the Anti-Racism Act 
Data Standards (e.g., many of the demographic questions and response options are directly 
prescribed by the Anti-Racism Data Standards (ARADS), while others allowed for some 
flexibility in wording.). The 2021 Student Census was administered during the month of 
November 2021 over 4 weeks. For more information on the Student Census, you can access 
the website: Student Census 2021.    

There are two phases for the public dissemination of the 2021 Student Census data and 
interpretation. Results of the 2021 Student Census will be released in pulses beginning in the 
fall of 2024, followed by public consultation with various stakeholders.  

Phase I: Summary of Student Demographics and Students Experiences across the Board.  
Reports and data can be found on the About Us section of our website as of June 2022 under 
the heading “Public Research”. 

Phase II: Summary 2021 Student Census data linked with Personal Information already held by 
the Board in our Student Information System (i.e., student well-being & assets, student 
achievement, graduation rate, special education services, and suspensions) across the Board.  

http://earlylearning.ubc.ca/mdi/
https://www.wcdsb.ca/about-us/
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Each student outcome report and associated data can be found on the About Us section of 
our website as of September 30, 2024 under the heading “Public Research” and updated 
weekly over a series of 5 weeks. 

 

School boards play a pivotal role in facilitating and supporting the census process for 
students, aiming to capture the gathered information effectively. The census results, and 
subsequent analysis and report, pave the way for a deeper comprehension of the students 
we serve, enabling the identification of disparities and gaps in their experiences and 
outcomes based on their unique needs. The Student Census is an invaluable opportunity for 
continuous learning and improvement and serves as a tool in our pursuit to enhance support 
and deepen our comprehension of the diverse students and families entrusted to our care.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

https://www.wcdsb.ca/about-us/
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TECHNICAL PROCEDURES AND DATA FLOW  
 

All Student Census Equity Reports (Phase 2) are derived from our 2021-2022 student survey 
data, the Student Census (Fall 2021) or the Middle-Years Development Instrument (MDI) 
(Winter 2022).  

All data collection, storage, cleaning, and reporting is facilitated and completed by the 
Research & Data Team in accordance with our Privacy Impact Assessment (PIA). 

The Student Census is a confidential survey where we can link survey responses to other 
student outcome data stored in the data warehouse (i.e., student achievement, graduation 
rate, suspensions, special education services, and student well-being & assets). 

In contrast, the Middle-Years Development Instrument (MDI) is an anonymous survey where 
we cannot link survey responses to other student outcome data, stored in the data 
warehouse.  In this case, the MDI outcome data (i.e., well-being index and asset index) is 
disaggregated by the identity questions and responses within the MDI survey. 

The visualization depicts the data flow for both the Student Census and the Middle-Years 
Development Instrument (MDI) from collection to reporting. 
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STUDENT CENSUS RESULTS: JUNE 2022 
 

The Board engaged in a multi-year process to develop and administer the 2021 Student 
Census in compliance with the Anti-Racism Act. Specifically, during the 2020-2021 academic 
year, the Equity, Diversity, and Learning Committee (now, called the Equity, Diversity, and 
Inclusion Committee) worked with the Board’s Research Coordinator to review other boards’ 
completed Student Census (e.g., Durham District School Board, Peel District School Board, 
Waterloo Regional District School Board, York Catholic District School Board) and then 
developed both demographic and school experience questions for our census. Executive 
Council provided feedback and recommendations throughout the process. In September and 
October of 2021, we held public consultations for parents/guardians, students, and staff to 
receive their feedback as well. After the consultations, we finalized the wording of the 2021 
Student Census with an eye on using age-appropriate language while still maintaining 
compliance to the Anti-Racism Act Data Standards (e.g., many of the demographic questions 
and response options are directly prescribed by the Anti-Racism Data Standards (ARADS), 
while others allowed for some flexibility in wording.). The 2021 Student Census was 
administered during the month of November 2021. For more information on the Student 
Census, you can access the website: Student Census 2021.   

 
HIGHLIGHTS FROM OUR STUDENT CENSUS:  
 

The Student Census Questions 2021 were developed through a multi-year process in 
adherence to the Anti-Racism Act and Anti-Racism Act Data Standards (ARADS). Through this 
process, the WCDSB Equity, Diversity, and Learning Committee collaborated with the Research 
Coordinator to examine completed Student Censuses from various boards, incorporating 
feedback from the Executive Council and public consultations, resulting in the finalization 
and administration of the census in November 2021, using age-appropriate language. 

All students from grade 4 through 12 were invited to participate in the 2021 Student Census. 

The survey will be available online and Teachers will Administer the census during class time 
with board devices. The following accommodations are available for students: 

Paper Survey – If a student requires a paper copy of the survey to participate, please contact 
your school administrator to make arrangements. 

Languages – The 2021 Student Census will be available in the following languages (based on 
2016 Census data): English, Arabic, Portuguese, Spanish, Russian, French. If a student requires 
another language, please make your request by contacting your school administrator. 

Text to Speech – Online survey is compatible with the Google Read & Write Extension.  

Support Staff (e.g., EAs, CYWs, SERTs, ESL supports) – If a student has regular and recurring 
classroom supports to complete schoolwork and assessments, these supports will be 

https://can01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/
https://www.wcdsb.ca/wp-content/uploads/sites/36/2021/10/WCDSB-Student-Equity-Census-2021.pdf
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available to assist the student to log onto their device, open the 2021 Student Census URL link 
and/or orient themselves with the available accommodations (e.g., font size, Google 
Read&Write, Translation). School staff will ensure your child’s privacy is maintained. 
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PARTICIPATING STUDENTS IN THE 2021 STUDENT CENSUS 

 

Our 2021 Student Census occurred in November 2021. Approximately 64.4%  

(note: Grade 12 enrollment includes grade 12 and 12+ students).  

Student Participation by Grade: Depicted below is the total enrollment by grade (snapshot as 
of 10/25/2021) and participation by grade for both the Student Census (2021) and Middle-
Years Development Instrument (2022) 

Student 
Grade 

2021-2022 
Enrollment 
# Students 

2021-2022  
Participation 

Student Census MDI 
# % # % 

JK 1,527 - - - - 
SK 1,793 - - - - 
1 1,836 - - - - 
2 1,841 - - - - 
3 1,820 - - - - 
4 1,857 1,496 80.6% 1,749 94.2% 
5 1,810 1,471 81.3% 1,542 85.2% 
6 1,761 1,459 82.9% 1,545 87.7% 
7 1,893 1,602 84.6% 1,715 90.6% 
8 1,822 1,579 86.7% 1,611 88.4% 
9 1,774 1,153 65.0% 1,317 74.2% 
10 1,865 1,121 60.1% 1,128 60.5% 
11 1,832 937 51.1% 975 53.2% 
12 1,686 

851 24.2% 
705 41.8% 

12+ 1,826 67 3.7% 
Total 

Participating 
18,126 11,669 64.4% 12,354 68.1% 

Note: Only students from grades 4 through 12 participated on these surveys. Student grade 
was automatically collected on the 2021 Student Census, however, students who did not share 
their grade on the MDI are not included in this table. 
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DIVERSITY OF OUR PARTICIPATING STUDENTS BY EQUITY GROUP 
 

On our 2021 Student Census and the 2022 Middle-Years Development Instrument (MDI), 
students were asked to respond to questions about their identity (note: not all equity identity 
questions were asked on the MDI when compared to the Student Census). The questions from 
the 2021 Student Census and the results from our students are included below. 

Please be aware that the population data presented in this section may differ from what is 
presented in other related reports (e.g., reports for each student outcome and associated 
Appendix), where the student survey results is joined with other datasets (e.g., student well-
being and assets, student achievement, graduation rates, special education needs and 
suspensions). This variance occurs because not all participating students may have 
completed the student survey in its entirety and/or there is no outcome data for the student 
being joined (e.g., did not write EQAO, etc.).  The population data below includes students 
who participated in the student survey demographic sub-group question(s) either on the (1) 
2021 Student Census or (2) the Middle-Years Development Instrument (MDI), regardless of 
student outcomes data existing for the student.  In subsequent reports, filtering occurs when 
combining data sets. Specifically, the data present in subsequent Appendix filters based on 
the inclusion of both the equity sub-group data from the respective student survey and the 
data point related to the student outcome. 
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INDIGENOUS IDENTITY 

 
 
Students were asked “Do you identify as First Nations, Métis, and/or Inuit? If yes, select all 
that apply” on both the 2021 Student Census and 2022 MDI survey. The table below shows the 
Indigenous identities (e.g., First Nations, Métis, and/or Inuit) were chosen for each collection. 

Indigenous Identity 
Student Census MDI Survey 

# % # % 
Indigenous  281 3.0% 558 4.7% 
Not Indigenous 9138 97.0% 11287 95.3% 

Total 9419 100% 11845 100% 
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ETHNICITY 
 
 

 
 
Student were asked “What is your ethnic or cultural origin(s)? (Select all that Apply)” was only 
asked on the 2021 Student Census and not the 2022 MDI survey and is denoted by “*” in the 
table below. The student ethnic origins are rich at Waterloo Catholic District School Board as 
shown in the table below.   
 
 

Ethnic Identity 
Student Census MDI Survey* 

# % # % 
2 or more 3577 35.3%   
African 851 8.4% - - 
Another 50 0.5% - - 
Asian 1163 11.5% - - 
Caribbean 114 1.1% - - 
European 2693 26.6% - - 
Latin; Central and South 
American 

266 2.6% - - 

North American Indigenous 23 0.2% - - 
Oceania <10 <0.1% - - 
Other North American 1387 13.7% - - 

Total 10124 - - 
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RACE 
 

 
 
Students were asked “Which racial category best describes you?” on both the 2021 Student 
Census and 2022 MDI survey.  The racial makeup of the student body at Waterloo Catholic 
District School Board is rich as presented in the table below.  

 

Racial Identity 
Student Census MDI Survey 

# % # % 

2 or more 595 6.0% 1121 10.4% 
Another 81 0.8% 81 0.7% 
Black 1144 11.6% 1217 11.3% 
East/South-East Asian 646 6.5% 698 6.5% 
Indigenous 42 0.4% 37 0.3% 
Latinx 516 5.2% 567 5.2% 
Middle Eastern 260 2.6% 276 2.6% 
South Asian 337 3.4% 364 3.4% 
White 6272 63.4% 6452 59.7% 

Total 9893 100% 10813 100% 
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RELIGION 
 

 
 

Students were asked “What is your religion and/or spiritual affiliation? (Select all that apply)” 
on the 2021 Student Census and not the 2022 MDI survey and is denoted by “*” in the table 
below. This table represents the various religious and/or spiritual affiliations of our student 
body.  

Religion Identity 
Student Census MDI Survey* 

# % # % 
2 or more 351 3.6% - - 
Agnostic 102 1.1% - - 
Another religion or spiritual affiliation 35 0.4% - - 
Atheist 260 2.7% - - 
Buddhist 28 0.3% - - 
Christian – Catholic 6547 67.5% - - 
Christian – non-Catholic 1245 12.8% - - 
Hindu 64 0.7% - - 
Indigenous Spirituality 15 0.2%   
Jewish 16 0.2% - - 
Muslim 242 2.5% - - 
No religious or spiritual affiliation 514 5.3% - - 
Questioning 246 2.5%   
Sikh 38 0.4% - - 

Total 9703 100% - - 
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GENDER: GENDER AT BIRTH 
 
Students were asked “What is your Gender at Birth (Grades 4-8) / Assigned sex at Birth 
(Grades 9-12+)?” on both the 2021 Student Census and 2022 MDI survey. Respondents in 
grades 4 to 8 were asked to identify their assigned gender at birth. Respondents in grades 9 
to 12 were asked to identify their assigned sex at birth. 

Gender at Birth 
Student Census MDI Survey 

# % # % 
Another - - 93 0.8% 
Boy/Male 5661 50.3% 5979 49.2% 
Girl/Female 5590 49.7% 6077 50.0% 

Total 11251 100% 12149 100% 
 

GENDER: GENDER IDENTITY 
 
Students from grades 7 to 12+ were asked “Do you identify with the gender you selected?” and 
were only asked on the 2021 Student Census and not the 2022 MDI survey. Respondents 
indicated whether their gender/sex assigned at birth aligned with their gender identity and is 
denoted by “*” in the table below. Respondents who indicated their gender/sex assigned at 
birth does not align with their gender identity, then indicated their gender identity. 
Approximately 2.5% of the respondents’ gender/sex assigned at birth did not align with their 
identity. Those results are represented in the table.  

Gender Identity 
Student Census MDI Survey* 

# % # % 
Do you identify with the gender you selected? 
Yes, I identify as my assigned sex 3668 97.5% - - 
No, I identify as non-binary 94 2.5% - - 

Total 3762 100% - - 
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LANGUAGE 
 

 
 

Students were asked “What is the first language(s) you learned at home as a child and still 
understand? (Select all that apply)” and was asked on both the 2021 Student Census and 2022 
MDI survey.  The table below shows the distribution of students first language at home as 
wither English or Another Language.  

 

Language 
Student Census MDI Survey 

# % # % 
Another language 2989 26.7% 4460 37.5% 
English 8195 73.3% 7439 62.5% 

Total 11184 100% 11899 100% 
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SOCIO-ECONOMIC STATUS (SES) 
 

Collecting information about household possessions as indicators of family wealth has 
received much attention in international studies in the field of education (Spiezia, 2010; 
Traynor and Raykov, 2013). Household assets are believed to capture wealth better than 
income because they reflect a more stable source of wealth. 

The following questions are SES indicators that load into indices of both wealth and home 
possessions (PISA, 2012) and was only asked on the 2021 Student Census and not the 2022 MDI 
survey and is denoted by “*” in the table below. 

Q1: In your home do you have (Select all that apply): A room of your own, A link to the 
Internet, A subscription to a streaming service (e.g. Netflix, CraveTV, etc .), A guest room, A 
musical Instrument, Air conditioning 

Q2: How many of the following are in your home? Cell Phones, Televisions, 
Computers/Tablets, Cars, Rooms with a bath or shower 

Creation of SES score and categorical variables: Using the internal scoring of Q1 (1 point for 
every checked box with a maximum of 6 points) and Q2 (points are determined based on the 
number of each (e.g., none = 0, one = 1, two = 2, three or more = 3 with a maximum of 15 
points). A total SES score variable was first created by adding the total score together (i.e., 
max score of 21). The SES scale score is then used to create the SES categorical score by 
standardizing the values (i.e., z-scores). Those scores that were within 1 standard deviation of 
the mean were categorized as "medium" SES, those that were above and below were 
categorized as "high" and "low" respectively.  

Socio-Economic Status (SES) Variable 
Student Census MDI Survey* 

# % # % 
Low 1542 13.6% - - 
Medium 8783 77.5%   
High 1009 8.9% - - 

Total 11334 100% - - 
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Citizenship: Born in Canada 
 

 

Students were asked, “Were you born in Canada?” on both the 2021 Student Census and 2022 
MDI survey.  Most of our respondents were born in Canada. This table and figure represent 
the percentage of respondents born in Canada and outside of Canada. 

  

 Born in Canada 
Student Census MDI Survey 

# % # % 
Do not know - - 47 0.6% 
Not Born in Canada 2019 18.0% 1450 19.9% 
Born in Canada 9226 82.0% 5789 79.5% 

Total 11245 100% 7286 100% 
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CITIZENSHIP: CITIZENSHIP STATUS 
 

 

Of the students who were not born in Canada, they were asked about their status in Canada 
(e.g., “Are you currently” with a list of options) and was only asked on the 2021 Student Census 
and not the 2022 MDI survey and is denoted by “*” in the table below.  This table and figure 
represent respondents’ citizenship and residency status for respondents who were not born 
in Canada. Over 85% of these respondents are Canadian citizens or landed immigrants (i.e., 
permanent residents). Approximately 8.2% of our respondents are international respondents 
and 3.8% of our respondents are refugee claimants.  

Citizenship Status 
Student Census MDI Survey* 

# % # % 
A Canadian Citizen 764 53.4% - - 
A landed immigrant/ permanent resident 461 32.2% - - 
A refugee claimant 54 3.8% - - 
An international student 118 8.2% - - 
Not listed above 35 2.4% - - 

Total 1432 100% - - 
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SEXUAL ORIENTATION 
 
Students from grades 7 to 12+ were asked “Are you STRAIGHT (i.e., heterosexual)?” and was 
only asked on the 2021 Student Census and not the 2022 MDI survey and is denoted by “*” in 
the table below. The table below represents student sexual orientation.  

Sexual Orientation 
Student Census MDI Survey* 

# % # % 
Not Straight 843 12.2% - - 
Straight 5280 76.4% - - 

Total 6917 - - 

 
NUMBER OF CHALLENGES 
Students were asked “Do you have any of the following challenges? (Select all that apply)” 
with the following list of options to select from: addiction, ADHD, autism, blind or low vision, 
deaf or hard of hearing, developmental disability, learning disability, mental health disability, 
mobility disability, pain, physical disability, sensory disability, speech impairment, another 
challenge, No, I do not have any of these challenges.  This question was only asked on the 
2021 Student Census and not the 2022 MDI survey and is denoted by “*” in the table below. 
This figure and table represent the number of physical, psychological, and/or cognitive 
challenges that they possess.   

Number of Challenges 
Student Census MDI Survey* 

# % # % 
1 challenge 1886 69.8% - - 
2 challenges 512 18.9% - - 
3 challenges 173 6.4% - - 
4 challenges 65 2.4% - - 
5 challenges 34 1.3% - - 
6 or more challenges 32 1.2% - - 

Total 2702 100% - - 
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CALCULATING DISPARITIES AND 
DISPROPORTIONALITIES 
 

The Anti-Racism Act Data Standards (ARADS), guide our work when preparing, providing 
notice, collecting, storing, analyzing, reporting, and interpreting the results of the 2021 
Student Census data.  

Standard 28 of the Anti-Racism Act Data Standards communicates the requirement to 
focus on outcomes, and we must calculate disproportionality and/or disparity metrics using 
student outcomes (e.g., student achievement, graduation rate, suspensions, special education 
services, and student well-being & assets).  We must produce racial disproportionality and/or 
racial disparity indices for each unit of analysis (e.g., race, gender, etc.).   

To interpret the disparity and disproportionality calculations, you will find the overall 
outcome data for each data set (e.g., student achievement, graduation rate, suspensions, 
special education services, and student well-being & assets) for all students where data is 
available.  The calculated disparity index assesses group differences in outcomes by 
comparing the results of one group with those of another.  Disparities are provided in the 
appendices of each student outcome report.  The disproportionality index (DI) interprets the 
extent to which a particular racial group is either overrepresented or underrepresented 
within a particular student outcome in comparison to the Board population data.  
Disproportionalities are found in both the body and appendices of each student outcome 
report.   

The disparities for each group will be shown by calculating the outcomes for students by 
group.  For example, when exploring the students that meet standard on the EQAO 
assessment by race, you will find the overall number of students that met standard on the 
EQAO across the racial groups as both a count and a proportion of the group. 

The disproportionality index (DI) is an empirical method to identify potential equity gaps and 
is represented by a number that is greater than 0.  It is calculated by taking the ratio between 
the diversity within the student outcome group to the diversity in the student population.  In 
the example below, the “outcome group” would represent the students who graduate within 4 
years, “Equity Group A” might represent students who identify within one of the racial 
categories (e.g., Black, East / South-East Asian, Indigenous, Latinx, Middle Eastern, South 
Asian, White, 2 or more.  

 

𝐷𝑖𝑠𝑝𝑟𝑜𝑝𝑜𝑟𝑡𝑖𝑜𝑛𝑎𝑙𝑖𝑡𝑦 𝐼𝑛𝑑𝑒𝑥 (𝐷𝐼) =
𝑃𝑜𝑟𝑝𝑜𝑟𝑡𝑖𝑜𝑛 𝑜𝑓 "𝐸𝑞𝑢𝑖𝑡𝑦 𝐺𝑟𝑜𝑢𝑝 𝐴" 𝑖𝑛 𝑡ℎ𝑒 "𝑜𝑢𝑡𝑐𝑜𝑚𝑒 𝑔𝑟𝑜𝑢𝑝"

𝑇𝑜𝑡𝑎𝑙 𝑝𝑟𝑜𝑝𝑜𝑟𝑡𝑖𝑜𝑛 𝑜𝑓 "𝐸𝑞𝑢𝑖𝑡𝑦 𝐺𝑟𝑜𝑢𝑝 𝐴" 𝑖𝑛 𝑡ℎ𝑒 "𝑝𝑜𝑝𝑢𝑙𝑎𝑡𝑖𝑜𝑛"
 

 

 

https://www.ontario.ca/page/anti-racism-data-standards-order-council-8972018
https://www.eqao.com/
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Once the DI is calculated, the interpretation of the results used the following benchmarks: 

Under  
Representation of Group 

Expected 
Representation of Group 

Over  
Representation of Group 

    
0  0.95 1 1.05   
Monitor-Investigate-Action 

DI < 0.95 
No Action currently 

DI = 1 +/- 5% 
Monitor-Investigate-Action 

DI > 1.05 
 

Benchmarks for interpretation: 

• Expected Representation of the group: If the proportions are the same in the 
numerator and denominator, then our calculation will be approximately equal 
to (=) 1 

• Over Representation of the group: If the proportion in the numerator is greater 
than the denominator, then our DI calculation will be greater than (>) 1 

• Under Representation of the group: If the proportion in the numerator is less 
than the denominator, then our DI calculation will be less than (<) 1 

 

 


