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When will the East Kitchener 7-12 Catholic School be built and what are the 
timelines for implementation? 
 
St. Patrick Catholic Elementary School and East Kitchener 7-12 Catholic School are 
both targeted to open September 2024. 
 
The beginning of the implementation of the Board’s decision would come into effect in 
the year prior to the opening of the schools.  
 
If the new East Kitchener 7-12 Catholic School is projected to require portables, 
then why not build a larger school with higher capacity? 
 
WCDSB received capital funding from the Ministry of Education for a 1,400 pupil place 
school. Additional capacity would require Ministry approval.  
 
The Ministry of Education typically offers capital funding approval based on current and 
sustained enrolment, and boards are expected to manage additional capacity needs 
with portables.  Should enrolment levels be sustained, the board may make a business 
case for an addition. 
 
How come the East Kitchener 7-12 Catholic School is proposed to open with 
grades 7 to 10 only, then increase a grade per year? Why can’t families with older 
secondary students be given the option to attend the new school or St. Mary’s 
High School? 
 
The 7-12 Program Review recommended that the new 7-12 school open with Grades 7-
10.  The objective was to limit disrupting senior secondary students and their course 
selection pathway. Based on cohort sizes, the suggested optional attendance of older 
students isn’t expected to support robust course offerings in the two years critical to 
those students closest to attending post-secondary school.   
 
Why is sub-area C moving schools and being sent further away from St. Anne (K) 
CES? 
 
The primary reason for the redirection of sub-area C from St. Anne (K) CES to St. 
Daniel CES is to balance enrolment between the two schools. St. Anne (K) is proposed 
to retain both the English and French Immersion programs and the enrolment forecasts 
indicate the need to relieve some enrolment pressure from the school. 
 
Fairway Road has high traffic volumes and speeding is an issue. What steps will 
be taken to help provide a safe route to school for students? 
 
Student Transportation Services of Waterloo Region (STSWR) plans walking routes for 
students, including identifying hazardous areas which may require bussing.  

https://www.wcdsb.ca/about-us/accommodations/7-12-program-review/


 
STSWR, in consultation with municipalities, WCDSB, and WRDSB, may recommend 
various solutions such as cross guards, lower speed limits, and speed mitigation 
measures. The walking webs and routes presented in this review will be refined closer 
to the schools’ opening.  
 
Will grade 7 and 8 students be required to wear uniforms? If so, will subsidies be 
provided to accommodate two extra years of uniform expenses?  
 
The 7-12 Program Review recommended that Grade 7 to 12 students wear uniforms to 
ensure all students in all grades are distinguished from other persons in the school 
building and that all students are a part of the school community.  
 
Subsidies may be available to families who require them. Currently uniform sales 
support more affordable options for purchasing uniforms, and existing high schools 
have some funds to support those requiring assistance with uniform purchases. The 
board will consider establishing similar opportunities to support uniform purchases 
ahead of the new school opening. 
 
How is the Board addressing safety concerns regarding St. Patrick CES site 
location?  
 
Safety in all schools is a top priority of the WCDSB. WCDSB is a partner with the other 
school boards in the area, municipalities, and regional police throughout Waterloo 
Region to ensure schools remain safe. There are also many safe school guidelines and 
policies to reflect the various strategies utilized in the schools. 
 
Why can’t the Board explore other sites, such as the property on Morrison Road?  
 
WCDSB owns the St. Patrick school site and previously had school presence in this 
area. The vacant school site on Morrison Road is owned by Conseil Scolaire Viamonde 
(CSV - French Public Board).  CSV has recently applied for capital funding from the 
Ministry of Education to construct a new school to support its accommodation needs.  
 
Why can’t sub-area Y remain part of Saint John Paul II’s boundary? If not 
possible, why not provide legacy exceptions for all existing students and their 
siblings to remain at Saint John Paul II and all new students be directed to the 
new school? If transportation being provided is a concern, then why not give 
families the option to remain at Saint John Paul II without transportation?  
 
Sub-area Y is proposed to be redirected from Saint John Paul II CES to the new St. 
Patrick CES to balance enrolment between the schools. Saint John Paul II is currently 
over capacity and needs enrolment relief.  
 
Furthermore, the new St. Patrick CES school will be under capacity if additional 
students are not included as part of the new school’s boundary. Sub-area Y is the 

https://www.wcdsb.ca/about-us/accommodations/7-12-program-review/
https://www.wcdsb.ca/our-schools/safe-schools/
https://www.wcdsb.ca/our-schools/safe-schools/


closest sub-area to the St. Patrick CES site, which also makes it a logical area, 
geographically, to include in the school boundary.  
 
Legacy exceptions are proposed for specific grades to ensure students don’t move two 
school years in a row. Providing legacy exceptions for all existing students and their 
siblings would not address the need to redistribute and re-balance enrolment as the 
new schools are opened.  Further, providing more extensive legacy exceptions would 
create a division within neighbourhoods, and present a challenge for administering 
eligibility.  The board’s standard practice is to cap all schools involved in a boundary 
review once implementation takes place.  Otherwise, many families would choose to 
remain at their current home school.  
 
Whether transportation is provided or not, the need to address capacity and enrolment 
objectives of this review remain the focus of the preferred option.  Providing for 
additional legacy exceptions without transportation will also increase parent traffic in 
school zones, which is contrary to many other objectives and efforts throughout the 
district. 
 
If the implementation recommendations allow for legacy exceptions for some 
students, why can’t these legacy exceptions be provided to siblings? 
 
Legacy exceptions are proposed for specific grades to ensure students don’t move two 
school years in a row. Providing legacy exceptions for younger siblings would only be 
for the one year the older sibling attends their current home school. Therefore, moving 
younger siblings at the same time as the rest of the sub-area can provide a smoother 
transition and opportunity to foster friendships in the new school, sooner. 


