
Emails Received from September 7, 2022 to September 21, 2022 
 
 
Date 
Received  

Name Email Content Response 

September 7, 
2022 

Lindsey Fechtig Dear Mr. Foran,  
 
I am writing in regard to the current boundary review. 
 
My  is currently enrolled in grade  at SJPII CES. I have a  who is currently  
and will join  in the fall of  at SJPII. Something we are very much looking 
forward to.  
 
I would like to express my concerns around the lack of communication for this boundary 
review. Although we received a few communications through our school newswire, the 
subject lines were misleading and lacked transparency. A number of parents felt that the 
review would impact their children at a later stage in their schooling when social skills are 
more established -not as early as JK/SK and onward. ‘7-12’ implies middle school through 
to high school when in fact this review will impact those from JK through to grade 12. We 
understand that change happens, however change at a such a crucial time in one’s 
education can have a lasting effect. Uprooting children who are in the very early and 
vulnerable stages of forming personal relationships, personal boundaries/learning to trust 
and becoming acquainted with the education system (as a whole) require stability. I truly 
hope this has all been taken into account.  
 
Over the summer, in speaking with other parents, it was brought to our attention that if the 
boundaries shift, we will indeed be impacted. Please note, we had made the decision to 
enroll in SJPII after careful consultation, dialogue, and personal reflection. Since enrollment 
in , we have worked quite hard at establishing safe connections and relations within 
the community (including with teaching staff, administration and parents) for our children at 
SJPII and have utilized the extended care programing available -which ultimately suits our 
family’s needs. We are quite concerned that such programming will differ or be unavailable 
altogether at another school thus impacting our family negatively.  
  
My children and I  We pursued SJPII despite historical 
tensions and mistrust with the Catholic Education system. We would very much like to 

Hi Lindsey, 
 
Thank you for your interest in the East 
Kitchener 7-12 Boundary review. Your 
comments will be shared with the Boundary 
Review Committee (BRC) and Board of 
Trustees before any decision is made.  
 
Families at all the elementary schools were 
notified of the review by different methods. 
Saint John Paul II families specifically were 
notified through School Messenger, School 
Newswire (e-mail), on the school’s website, 
and in the "Week at a Glance" newsletter. 
Information was also sent to those 
subscribed to our automatic distribution list.  
Legacy exceptions have been discussed by 
the BRC and the draft implementation 
recommendations will be shared as part of 
the upcoming second public consultation 
(September 14, 2022). The draft 
implementation recommendations propose 
to allow grade 7 students in sub-areas 
being directed to JK-8 schools to attend the 
East Kitchener 7-12 school for grade 8 
onwards so that they are not required to 
move schools two years in a row. They also 
propose to allow grade 5 students in sub-
areas being directed to JK-6 schools to 
remain at their current school for grade 6 so 



continue with SJPII SEC for the sake of the children’s educational continuity and social 
stability. We are risking having to uproot and re-establish ourselves at another school – 
which is disruptive.  
 
In the end, we are hoping that special consideration be given to those who have already 
begun their educational journey at a particular institution given the gaps in this process.  
 
Sincerely, 
 

they are not required to move schools two 
years in a row.   
 
This approach to accommodating students 
in their final year in their current home 
school is consistent with other boundary 
changes. While it does not address the 
specific interest of all affected students, it 
does attempt to mitigate disruption for those 
students who would otherwise experience 
multiple moves. 
 
Regardless of the option chosen by the 
Board of Trustees, a transition planning 
committee will be formed to establish a 
process to support the transition for the 
students, staff, and all those involved. In the 
past, we have heard positive stories of 
transition planning. Parent / guardian 
participation is key to ensure that all student 
needs are met.  
 
Gerald Foran 
 

September 7, 
2022 
 

Ryan Heelis Gerald, 
 
Thank you for the quick reply, and for sharing the link and contact.  
 
I appreciate this. 
 
Ryan 
 

No further response provided. 

September 
13, 2022 

Samuel 
Nammari 

Mr. Foran, good day - 
 
Appreciate your time and note below in response to my wife’s inquiry to the subject line 
topic. 

Hi Samuel,  
 
Thank you for your follow up message.  I 
want to start by clarifying that there have 



 
I am afraid my position does not align with the board’s decision outcome to move my 

 out of JP due to the new zoning, and I will formally challenge anything else 
otherwise. 
 
Please forward me the board’s process for formal grievance. I am going to need an answer 
by Close of Business tomorrow 9/14. 
 
Regards, Samuel. 
 

not been any decisions made about the 
proposed boundary changes.  We continue 
to encourage the affected school 
communities to provide input to the 
Boundary Review Committee via this email 
and/or the ThoughtExchange which will 
close Monday, September 19th at noon. 
This information will be shared with the 
Board of Trustees for their consideration 
before any decisions are made. 
 
The Final Staff Report on this review will be 
presented to the Committee of the Whole 
on October 17th. The public may register as 
a delegation to address the Board directly 
on October 17th and/or October 25th. A 
final decision is scheduled to be made by 
the Board of Trustees on November 7, 
2022. 
 
Here's the link to our Administrative 
Procedure APF008 (Pupil Accommodation 
Review Process) which outlines the 
process we are currently undertaking.  
 
Gerald Foran 
 

September 
14, 2022 

Darlene Hajovic Hi 
 
I attended the public consultation today and spoke with Superintendent  who 
suggested that I send my feedback via email.  
I support option 6 with the exception of the following recommendation: 
 
• That Grade 10-12 students residing within elementary school boundaries being directed to 
the new East Kitchener 7-12 Catholic School who are enrolled at St. Mary’s High School in 

Hi Darlene, 
 
Thank you for your interest in the East 
Kitchener 7-12 Boundary review. Your 
comments will be shared with the Boundary 
Review Committee (BRC) and Board of 
Trustees before any decision is made. 
 



the 2023/2024 school year, or the school year prior to the new East Kitchener 7-12 Catholic 
School opening, will remain at St. Mary’s High school until they graduate.  
 
My issue with this recommendation relates to if there is a delay in opening ie if the new 
school opens a year later than projected (2025/2026).  If this were to occur my child would 
be going to St. Marys in  and then not be allowed to attend East Kitchener in  

.  How this impacts our family and many others would be that we will end up with 1 child 
at St. Marys who is bussed to school and 1 child who is at East Kitchener and walks there.  I 
am strongly advocating that students in this situation be given the option to return to their 
home area, home boundary and attend East Kitchener for  if they choose to.  This 
will help to keep siblings together in the same school and reduce transportation of children 
who reside close to East Kitchener but are forced to bus to St. Marys.  I believe in speaking 
with other parents who would be in this same situation that ALL would want their children to 
attend East Kitchener rather than continue at St. Marys regardless that this means a change 
in schools for their children.    
 
Thank you for the opportunity to share my thoughts 
 
Darlene Coulson 
 

The East Kitchener 7-12 Catholic School is 
anticipated to open with grades 7 to 10, and 
then grow a grade per year thereafter. The 
recommendation you reference is stating 
that existing grade 10-12 students in the 
school year prior to the opening of the East 
Kitchener 7-12 school, would remain at St. 
Mary’s. 
 
Based on the grades and school years you 
reference in your email, it appears that your 
child would be attending the East Kitchener 
7-12 school once it opens (even if delayed 
a year). If your child will be in  in the 
2024/2025 school year, then they would be 
attending the East Kitchener 7-12 school if 
it opens in time as a  student. If the 
school opening is delayed by a year, then 
your child would attend  

 then be required to move to East 
Kitchener 7-12 for  onwards. 
 
The intent of the recommendation is that 
senior students (grades 11 onwards) in the 
year the East Kitchener school opens would 
not be required to move schools and disrupt 
their course selection pathways.  
 
Gerald Foran 
 

September 
14, 2022 

Angele Neves Hello,  
 
I am a parent of a child who attends St. Anne's Kitchener in the French Immersion (FI) 
program.  I attended the public consultation tonight for the new East Kitchener school.  
Although very disappointed that the FI children in Kitchener are being bussed to St. David's 
instead of staying in the city that they reside in . I  was happy to see that these children 

Hi Angele, 
 
Thank you for your interest in the East 
Kitchener 7-12 Boundary review. Your 
comments will be shared with the Boundary 



going into grade 9 in 2023/2024 will be able to move to the new school in grade 10 if it is 
built . My concern however is that those same students will need to remain at St. David's if 
the construction of the new school is delayed.  This is concerning.  We live  away 
from St David's, this does not account for any stops that the bus will be making to pick other 
children up.  If the bussing issues that have been occuring in the past two years are not 
resolved, one could not say with certainty how long the children would need to wait for the 
bus and be on the bus. For example, currently our children take two different buses and 
both buses are late on a daily basis. Our child who attends St Anne school is dismissed at 
3:45 and he gets home anywhere from  one hour to one hour and ten minutes later (except 
on the first day which was a 2 hour bus ride) and we currently live  away from St. 
Anne. 
Since the children one year younger in FI (those currently in grade 7) will be going to the 
new school regardless of delays (they may need to go to St. David's for one year), I strongly 
feel as though the group ahead of them should be given the same option.  Kids attending St 
Mary's who will be in grade 9 and 10 will be moved from St Mary's to the East Kitchener 
school, why is this not happening for the FI students at St. David's, both (like St.Mary's) 
groups of students in grade 9 and 10 should be moved to the new school once it is open. 
Being bussed so far from home to a school with an early bus time will impact the student's 
daily lives as well as parents. The stress of your child being on the highway in the winter, 
very early mornings, dark mornings at the bus stop, parents having to drive students in if 
they miss the bus or have an appointment. 
Parents are considering moving their children to the public board for high school, this is 
disappointing.  These FI children are the first cohort of FI children in WCDSB, it feels as 
though they have been the test children for the way that this program runs.  At this point, 
they should all be treated the same, if the board is willing to move the year younger back to 
East Kitchener if the construction is delayed, our FI (currently in  students should 
get the same equitable opportunity. Which so happens to be the opportunity that those 
attending St Mary's will be given. 
 
If you would like to discuss this further, I can be reached at . 
 
Thank you, 
 
Angele 
 

Review Committee (BRC) and Board of 
Trustees before any decision is made.  
 
The East Kitchener 7-12 Catholic School is 
anticipated to open with grades 7 to 10, and 
then grow a grade per year thereafter. If the 
school opening is delayed, then the first 
cohort of French Immersion students would 
be in grade 11, which is not a grade that will 
be available at the school. 
 
The intent of the recommendation is that 
senior students (grades 11 onwards) in the 
year the East Kitchener school opens would 
not be required to move schools and disrupt 
their course selection pathways. 
 
Gerald Foran 



September 
15, 2022 

Carley Aitken Dear Planning Committee,  
 
It was so nice getting to meet some of you in person last night! Thank you for hosting the 
open house and giving us parents a chance to discuss our thoughts and concerns face to 
face. 
 
I am in favour of the preferred option #6 selected, as it will affect the least number of 
students in low zone numbers overall.  
 
However, I still feel a need to advocate for those K-6 students in low zone areas who will be 
affected by the boundary change. I am specifically talking about Zone C, K and Y. Change 
is difficult for any child, but these K-6 children in low zone numbers will be forced to relocate 
to a new school with an extremely small number, or in some cases no other students from 
their current grade. Larger zones can at least offer the comfort of maintaining some familiar 
classmates as they transfer to a new school together. 
 
My recommendation would be to expand the legacy option in the implementation plan: 
 
"Existing boundary enrollment numbers for children K-6 will be reviewed and updated with 
current numbers prior to September 2024 or at such a time the new school opens. Those 
who are located in Zones with fewer than 60 students in grades K-6 will be eligible to apply 
for legacy status at their current school. Legacy status in this case may not include 
transportation support but will allow for those K-6 children to complete their education at 
their current school, should they decide to do so." 
 
My hope is that this additional legacy option will show families that every child does matter 
and that the WCDSB is willing to meet in the middle to support the mental health and 
wellbeing of its students. 
 
Thank you for your time and consideration, 
 
Carley Aitken 
Zone V 
 

Hi Carley, 
 
Thank you for your interest in the East 
Kitchener 7-12 Boundary review. Your 
comments will be shared with the Boundary 
Review Committee (BRC) and Board of 
Trustees before any decision is made.  
 
Gerald Foran 



September 
15, 2022 

Cindy Kenning Good evening,   
 
Thank you for providing the opportunity to meet and discuss the East Kitchener boundary 
review last night. It is so evident that a ton of work and planning went into this huge task.  
 
My husband and I are very happy with the option 6 that will be presented to the Trustees. 
We feel our small zone V of  SJP was heard and we are grateful for that.  
 
However, I spoke with (  I believe ) about the other small zones ( specifically, Y as I 
know there are so few families in my  grade -  in that zone ) but there 
are other smaller zones too C and K) about the option to legacy these current students into 
option 6. To be honest,  kept talking about community planning and keeping 
communities together, but what about the community these children have made at school? 
With 2 years of covid schooling , all of these children will finally have some normalcy. I see 
first hand as a guidance counsellor the struggles kids who move schools have , and I just 
can’t accept this for our St. John Paul community.  
 
I also predict a lot of families will choose to move to the public board and that affects 
funding for all of our students and the WCDSB.  
 
Ultimately, it’s just sending a message to families that their voices aren’t being heard. Some 
of these families are indigenous, new Canadians, or other marginalized community 
members. Please consider the impact these decisions have. I’ve said it before, a child 
should never just be a number as part of a projection. 
 
Please consider:  
 
Existing boundary enrollment numbers for children K-6 will be reviewed and updated with 
current numbers prior to September 2024 or at such a time the new school opens. Those 
who are located in Zones with fewer than 60 students in grades K-6 will be eligible to apply 
for legacy status at their current school. Legacy status in this case may not include 
transportation support but will allow for those K-6 children to complete their education at 
their current school, should they decide to do so." This was presented to me by another 
zone V mom and I couldn’t agree more. 
 

Hi Cindy, 
 
Thank you for your interest in the East 
Kitchener 7-12 Boundary review. Your 
comments will be shared with the Boundary 
Review Committee (BRC) and Board of 
Trustees before any decision is made.  
 
Gerald Foran 
 



Please find a way to keep our kids in the wonderful school community Saint John Paul II 
has worked so hard to create for our kids. Let’s put their mental health ahead of logistics 
and data, and show that your catholic community of parents are being heard.  
 
With kindness,  
 
--  
Cindy Kenning 
 

September 
18, 2022 

Geri Rovers I have attached a letter in regards to the East Kitchener Boundary Review. I truly hope that 
you are listening to our concerns. 
 
To Whom It May Concern: 
 
I am going to start by saying that I have never felt so hurt and angry by the WCDSB. I am a 
mother of , all of whom attend Saint John Paul II. I have been aware for the past year that 
the WCDSB has been in the works of looking at a boundary review. However, it was only 
recently that I found out that the boundary review was not just for the new high school being 
built, but also for kids in JK – 8. What all the emails sent out, over the past year, failed to 
communicate to parents is that the WCDSB is planning on rebuilding St. Patrick’s 
Elementary school on Thaler Ave. 
 
It appears that in order to receive approval going forward with the rebuilding of St. Patrick’s, 
you decided to feed parents a half truth about the boundary review so that you could coast 
through the year and present your plan and be able to say that parents were in complete 
agreement. That way, once the school is built, you would be able to say that because we 
never rejected the idea we now have no other choice. I am very disappointed by the way 
this situation has been handled, and feel that the board should be more forth coming with 
parents about the situation. Would you want your child to be sent to school where there is a 
significantly higher rate of crime? 
 
You are the system that is supposed to have the best interest of our children in mind, and 
you are supposed to put their safety first before anything. In this situation you have failed. 
You have failed my children and you have failed me. I have always supported the catholic 
school board, but now I find myself wavering in my confidence of your abilities. The emails 
that I have received over the past year have all had wonderful titles of either East Kitchener 

Hi Geri, 
 
Thank you for your interest in the East 
Kitchener 7-12 Boundary review. Your 
comments will be shared with the Boundary 
Review Committee (BRC) and Board of 
Trustees before any decision is made.  
 
Gerald Foran 
 



7 – 12 Boundary Review, or Boundary Review. No one sent out an email saying St. 
Patrick’s Elementary JK – 8 Boundary Review. Most parents on my block didn’t even realize 
that the boundary review was in regards to an elementary school as well. 
 
All that aside, I am not angry with the fact that you need to make amendments to the 
boundaries. I am angry with where you intend to build the St. Patrick’s Elementary school. 
Right now, my children are able to take part in walkabouts around the neighbourhood and I 
don’t have to worry so much about them witnessing any behaviours or actions that may not 
be appropriate or potentially cause them harm or cause a feeling of distress. I am not saying 
that everyone in the Thaler and Kinzie neighbourhood is bad. I am saying that there is 
enough violence and crime in that area that I am not okay with you building a school there. 
At St. Patrick’s, I would not feel comfortable providing consent for walks. To be perfectly 
honest, I would consider moving to a different school, possibly switching to the public school 
system. 
 
I felt angry after attending the public meeting the other evening. I felt like my concerns were 
being brushed aside because you guys already own the land on Thaler and I was made to 
feel like its not logical to build anywhere else. When I presented my concerns, I was met 
with ‘you can’t generalize the population like that’ and ‘the kids over there are good’. Well, 
your right kids are inherently good, their parents however may not be. And yes, I realize that 
not everyone is walking around with a gun or knife or drugs, but there are enough bad 
people in that area though, that I do not feel comfortable sending my kids over there. I 
would not even go for walks in the Kinzie and Thaler area. 
 
I am beseeching you to please consider selling the land and building somewhere else, 
somewhere safer. We entrust you with taking care of our children and keeping them safe, 
do not  that up. 
 
https://globalnews.ca/news/8899274/kitchener-shooting-weber-kinzie/ 
 
https://globalnews.ca/news/7439284/kitchener-motel-armed-barricaded/ 
 
https://www.therecord.com/news/waterloo-region/2022/05/08/heavy-police-presence-at-
weber-street-east-and-kinzie-avenue-in-kitchener.html 
 



https://www.wrps.on.ca/en/news/wrps-drugs-and-firearms-unit-make-arrests-after-
investigation-in-kitchener.aspx 
 
https://www.facebook.com/waterlooregionalpolice/photos/a.1256477004395150/439689875
0352944/?type=3 
 
https://twitter.com/wrpstoday/status/1343196901550804992?lang=en 
 
https://www.cbc.ca/news/canada/kitchener-waterloo/kitchener-shooting-1.6118861 
 
https://kitchener.ctvnews.ca/waterloo-regional-police-find-officer-s-missing-pepper-spray-
1.6066673 
 
Sincerely, 
Geri 
 

September 
21, 2022 

Starr LoFranco Good afternoon, 
 
Thank you for hosting the open house the other week and giving us parents a chance to 
discuss the proposed option and implementation recommendations in person. I can 
appreciate that these decisions are complex, with a number of factors and opinions 
involved. However, I still feel the need to advocate for my zone (Y), as many parents 
including myself feel like a number of concerns have been unheard or disregarded.  
 
At the very least, I am asking that if Option 6 proceeds, that the implementation 
recommendations be expanded to include: 
 
"Students and their siblings who are located in Zones Y, C and K will be eligible to 
apply for legacy status at their current school." 
 
**please note that Zone Y numbers (including grades 7&8) are less than 80 and are 
projected to decrease over time. Once the students in grades 7 & 8 are taken out of the 
equation, the number of children will be even smaller. Additionally, not everyone who would 
be eligible for legacy status would want to apply, shrinking numbers even further. 
 

Hi Starr, 
 
Thank you for your interest in the East 
Kitchener 7-12 Boundary review. Your 
comments will be shared with the Boundary 
Review Committee (BRC) and Board of 
Trustees before any decision is made.  
 
Gerald Foran 
 



Change is difficult for children - this cannot be understated, especially in light of the 
pandemic, and the Ministry of Education's directive that decisions be made in a trauma-
informed way. Children in small zones, like my zone Y as well as C and K, will be forced to 
relocate to a new school with an extremely small number of students in their current grade. 
My children are finally enjoying a sense of security and strong relationships, and I am upset 
that they will be forced to attend a new school with minimal or no friends, against our 
choice.  
 
There are also safety issues regarding the area of St Patrick's. Below are links to news 
articles of major crime in the area in the past 6 months. These are just the major headlines, 
and don't speak to the general increase in crime in the area over the past couple of years. 
 
- Arrest, altercation with a gun March 12 Fairway/Thaler 
- Dispute with loaded shotgun May 8 Weber/ Kinzie 
- Arrest and multiple gunshots June 5th Weber/Kinzie 
- Gunshots July 27 Kinzie/Thaler 
- Shooting August 23 Woodland Cemetery 
 
Lastly, if we are denied a legacy option to continue to attend SJPII, our family, as well as 6 
other families I have personally talked to, plan to switch to the public school system. I 
predict there are more families in our zones, and others, that will switch as well, which will 
affect funding to the WCDSB. 
 
I feel that this additional legacy option will show families that every child matters and that 
the WCDSB is willing to meet in the middle to support the mental health and wellbeing of its 
students. 
 
I appreciate your time and consideration, 
 
Starr LoFranco 
Zone Y 
 

 




