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Minutes 

A public meeting was held on the 9th day of June 2022 at 7:00 pm via Microsoft Live Teams 
 
 

1. Welcome and Opening Prayer: 
Welcome, land acknowledgement, and opening prayer was led by Gerald Foran 
 

2. Introductions: 
 WCDSB staff members were introduced Gerald Foran 

 
3. Presentation: 

 Background Information 
 Purpose and Process 
 Site Information (existing schools) 
 Existing Boundaries and Sub Areas 
 Walking Webs 
 Option 1 (staff preferred) 

o Creates contiguous boundaries 
o Reduces enrolment pressure at existing schools the most, when 

compared to other five options in the Initial Staff Report. 
 Option 6 

o Two schools are JK-8 therefore more students would transition to 
high school together vs. one JK-8 school with a single cohort of 
Grade 8s 

o Reduces enrolment pressure at the new 7-12 school 
 Option 7 

o BRC proposed option 
o Two schools are JK-8 therefore more students would transition to 

high school together vs. one JK-8 school with a single cohort of 
Grade 8s 

o Balances enrolment pressure across all schools 
o Relieves enrolment pressure more at Saint John Paul II compared to 

Option 6 
o Better utilization of St. Daniel compared to Option 6 
o Reduces enrolment pressure at the new 7-12 school 

Virina Elgawly 

 

4. Questions: 
 Will the new 7-12 school have French Immersion? If not, what will 

happen with students currently in the French Immersion program at St. 
Anne and want to continue with French Immersion?  

o French Immersion review was undertaken in the 2021-2022 school 
year 

o Staff report proposed the first cohort of secondary French Immersion 
students from St. Anne (K) and Sir Edgar Bauer would attend St. 
David 

o Hub model of transportation supports St. Anne FI student attending 
St. David 
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 Will bussing be available? 
o Bussing in general will fall under the Boards bussing eligibility criteria 
o If there are legacy exception provisions, bussing will be offered for 

those students who are bus eligible 
o Bussing for French Immersion is intended for the cohort of students 

attending St. David 
 What is the approach to redirecting specific areas and the population of 

students in those areas? 
o Sub areas are created based on logical boundaries, such as following 

roads and trying not to break up neighbourhoods 
o The redirection of areas is a result of trying to establish contiguous 

boundaries and balance enrolment between all schools involved in 
the review 

 What grandparenting options have been considered for students who 
are looking at being moved in their last school year, only to be moved 
again to the 7-12 East Kitchener school? 

o The BRC has not yet discussed implementation details, which will be 
discussed in future BRC meetings 

 Why would children need to be removed from Saint John Paul II if it will 
not be at capacity until past 2027? 

o Currently there are 9 portables on the small site of Saint John Paul 
and the school is over capacity 

 How can the public provide input regarding grandparenting options? 
o Any questions/comments/concerns can be sent to 

eastkitchener@wcdsb.ca  
 Will the grade 7 & 8 students at the 7-12 East Kitchener school be 

separated from high students? 
o Through the 7-12 Program Review a key consideration was to design 

the new school to accommodate separate instructional areas for 
intermediate students from high school students.  Timetables are 
expected to also be separate to limit interactions 

 What will happen to St. Mary’s high school students? 
o A key consideration of the 7-12 Program Review was preference not 

to redirect grades 11 & 12 
o The new 7-12 school will open with grades 7, 8, 9 and 10 
o A cohort from St. Mary’s would be redirected to the new 7-12 school, 

this cohort would provide leadership within the new school 
 Was it considered to mirror the Public Board in terms of opening a 

grade 7 & 8 school instead of shifting boundaries and having some 
schools JK-8 and others JK-6? 

o No, WCDSB had approached the Ministry for several years to obtain 
funding approval for a new high school. 

o The application for a 7-12 model met the growth needs of East 
Kitchener elementary and high school students and is aligned with 
other Ministry programs which are directed in Grade 7-12.   

o This model is new to Waterloo Region, but more common across the 
province. 

 Are the new schools set to open in the 2023-2024 school year for sure? 
o Opening for both St. Patrick and East Kitchener 7-12 are scheduled 

for September 2024 therefore the 2024-2025 school year 
o Opening date is still subject to several factors and like construction 

happening elsewhere, material and labour shortages could play a 
factor in timing. 

 Has construction started yet? 
o Not yet, we are currently in the design stage 

 Is there any consideration regarding additional resources for families 
and children shifting into a new school zone? 

o Transition planning committees are used for the student transitions 
o Important priority for WCDSB to ensure a smooth transition 

mailto:eastkitchener@wcdsb.ca
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 This switch will impact many families, especially those who have put 
their younger children on wait lists for daycare at the same school as 
their school aged kids. Will they be willing to accommodate changes if 
we need to transfer? Or does that put us back at the bottom of the list at 
new schools? 

o Cannot answer as of yet as there is no childcare operator selected for 
the new St. Patrick school 

o Will take this question back to further explore a response. 
 Some of these schools just undertook a boundary review a few years 

ago.  Do you anticipate more boundary reviews for any of these 5 
schools within a few years of the 2024 opening? 

o Nothing planned thus far, but we know there will be long term 
enrolment pressure at the secondary panel 

o The previous boundary review was to relieve enrolment pressure at 
Saint John Paul II but the decision at the time was to remain status 
quo 

 Is there a sense that there will be any commercial development in the 
area to support the new 7-12 school, and are there any safety concerns 
for younger students? 

o The land is currently vacant and in the surrounding areas of 
residential and nature open space 

 What metrics were used to come up with the 2024-2034 projections for 
each zone? 

o Current enrolment 
o Retention for each school 
o Residential development within the school boundaries 
o Live birth data 
o Region’s population projections 

 Considering the increase of violence in our secondary schools, has any 
consideration been given to subjecting 12-year-olds interacting with 18-
year-olds? 

o Concerns and questions were brought forward at the 7-12 Program 
Review 

o School to be designed with separate areas for elementary and 
secondary students, while promoting opportunities for positive 
interactions and community building 

 Is WCDSB in contact with WRDSB regarding the shift of students who 
will transfer? The public board may need to review their capacities as 
well. 

o Both school boards are generally aware of what the other is doing, 
but no formal communication of our specific intentions will be made 
for purposes of their capacity planning 

 Will French Immersion students that are expected to attend St. David 
receive bussing? 

o Staff have brought forward to the Board of Trustees a hub style 
transportation model to support St. Anne (K) FI students attending St. 
David 

o Specific pick-up locations will be identified when information is 
available about students opting to attend St. David 

 If students are to be transferred to a JK-8 school, can we opt to have 
our child go into the 7-12 high school instead? 

o This would have to be reviewed and based around the Board’s Out of 
Boundary policy 

o This question will be reviewed further by the BRC 
 Are the 3 short listed options now the only options being considered? 

o These were the 3 options endorsed by the BRC to present to the 
public 

o Other options may be developed by the BRC as a result of feedback 
received through the ThoughtExchange and public comments 



4 
 

 When boundary reviews have been undertaken in other WCDSB 
schools, how many families/students have opted to leave the WCDSB 
all together for other schooling options? 

o We have not specifically examined the number of families/students 
that have moved from the WCDSB due to boundary reviews 

o We have very strong supports in place in advance of a 
family’s/student’s redirection 

 Will there need to be a specific number of families that stay with our 
board, in order for our area (kids relocated) to still access bussing? 

o Generally,bussing is provided in accordance with transportation 
eligibility based on a student’s distance to school 

o Regarding the French Immersion bussing, a hub style model is being 
considered however locations have not been determined 

 
5.  Closing Prayer and Adjournment: 

Closing prayer was led by Gerald Foran and the meeting was adjourned. 
   


