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WCDSB Mission Statement 

 
As disciples of Christ, 

we educate and nurture hope 
in all learners 

to realize their full potential  
to transform God’s world.   

 

SPECIAL EDUCATION ADVISORY COMMITTEE 
 

Wednesday, May 19, 2021 

 

6:00 pm Teams Meeting 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 
CHAIR:  Irene Holdbrook 

 
 

MEMBERS 
 

 
WCDSB Trustee – Jeanne Gravelle 
WCDSB Trustee – Tracey Weiler 
Waterloo Regional Down Syndrome Society – Kim Murphy 
Waterloo Regional Police - John Gilbert 
Autism Ontario – Waterloo Chapter  
CNIB – Irene Holdbrook, Chair 
Family and Children’s Services of Waterloo Region  
Waterloo Region Family Network – Sue Simpson 
Members at Large – Sarah Van Dyke 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 

 

Agenda 

SEAC Committee Meeting Agenda  

 

                
 
 

Date& Time: May 19, 2021 at 6:00 p.m. 

Location: Teams Meeting 

Next Meeting:  June 2, 2021 

Committee Members: Kim Murphy, John Gilbert, Tracey Weiler, Jeanne Gravelle, Irene Holdbrook, Sue Simpson, 
Sarah Van Dyke  
 
Administrative Officials: Gerald Foran, Erin Lemak 
  

1. Opening Prayer 

      Welcome  
       

G. Foran 
 

2. Approval of Agenda 

 
Motion by:  
Seconded:  

 

 

3. Declared Pecuniary Interest  

 

 

4. Approval of the April 7th Minutes 

 
Motion by:  
Seconded 

 

 

5. Scho5ol System Operational Business 
 

5.1. Special Education Budget 2021-2022 
 
 

 
 

R. King 

6. Ministry Updates (10 min) 

 

6.1. RCCDSB letter to the Minister of Education  

 

G. Foran 

7. SEAC Committee Functions 
 

7.1. Topics 2021-2022 
7.2. Update – Invitations to the Community organizations 

 

 
G. Foran 

8. Policy Advice to the Board 
 
 

 
 

9. Updates 
  (20 minutes) 
 
9.1. Association Updates 
 

 
 



 
 

 

 

 

9.2. Trustee Updates 
 

10. Pending Items 
 

 

 
11. Adjournment 
 

Motion by:  
Seconded:  

 

 

12. Action Items Place Holder 

 
 

  



 
 
 
 
 

 

Minutes 

SEAC Committee Meeting Minutes  

 

                
 
 

Date& Time: April 7, 2021 at 6:00 p.m. 

Location: Teams Meeting 

Next Meeting:  May 5, 2021 

Committee Members: Kim Murphy, John Gilbert, Tracey Weiler, Jeanne Gravelle, Irene Holdbrook, Sue Simpson, 
Sarah Van Dyke  
 
Administrative Officials: Gerald Foran, Erin Lemak 
  

1. Opening Prayer 

      Welcome  
       

 
G. Foran 

 

2. Approval of Agenda 

 
Motion by: Karen Kovats 
Seconded: Kim Murphy 

 

 

3. Declared Pecuniary Interest: N/A 

 

 

4. Approval of the March 3rd Minutes 

 
Motion by: Sue Simpson  
Seconded: Kim Murphy 

 

 

5. School System Operational Business 
 

5.1. WRFN and Experiences of an Exceptional Parent. 

 

 
 

 
S. Simpson/Cristina 

Stanger 
 

G. Foran 

          
           

                  

                    

                 

                         

                             

                

                                



 
 

 

 

 

                  

                                         

                                                         

                                                       

                   

                

                  

         

                  

                 

              

                  



 
 

 

 

 

                          

                        

                                   

                                    

                                                         

                                    

                                                                             

                              

                                                                                

                              

                                                          



 
 

 

 

 

Q&A 



 
 

IMPROVEMENT IDEAS AND SUGGESTIONS 

• Identify if you are an exceptional parent when student is registered for school 

• Equitable experience and inclusivity for exceptional parents  

• Bringing the presentation to Student Councils 

• Contacting WCDSB Equity Committee and System workflow analyst to inform about 
SEAC Committee proposals and inquiring about the process that would turn these 
ideas into action.   
 
 

5.2. Policy & Procedures for Special Education in Ontario 
 

• Special Education in Ontario K-gr 12 document 
 

 

PPM 
Number 

Title Year 

1 Ontario Schools for the Blind and Deaf as Resource Centres 1986 

 

8 

Identification of and Program Planning for Students with Learning 
Disabilities 

2014 

11 Early Identification of Children's Learning Needs 1982 

 

59 

Psychological Testing and Assessment of Pupils  

1982 

76C Alternative Educational Programs and Services for Deaf, Blind, and 
Deaf-Blind Exceptional Pupils 

1991 

 

81 

Provision of Health Support Services in School Settings  

1984 

 

89 

The Residential Demonstration Schools for Students with Learning 
Disabilities: General Information and Details of the Referral Process 

 

1990 

119 Developing and Implementing Equity and Inclusive Education 
Policies in Ontario Schools 

2013 

 

138 

 

Daily Physical Activity in Elementary Schools, Grades 1-8 

 

2005 

 

140 

Incorporating Methods of Applied Behaviour Analysis (ABA) into 
Programs for Students with Autism Spectrum Disorders (ASD) 

2007 

141 School Board Programs for Students on Long-Term Suspension 2012 

142 School Board Programs for Expelled Students 2012 

144 Bullying Prevention and Intervention 2012 

145 Progressive Discipline and Promoting Positive Student Behaviour 2012 

149 Protocol for Partnerships with External Agencies for Provision of Services 
by Regulated Health Professionals, Regulated Social Service 

Professionals, and Paraprofessionals 

2009 

151 Professional Activity Days Devoted to Provincial Education Priorities 2011 

153 Applications for Temporary Letters of Approval 2010 

155 Diagnostic Assessment in Support of Student Learning 2013 

156 Supporting Transitions for Students with Special Education Needs 2013 

http://www.edu.gov.on.ca/eng/document/policy/os/onschools_2017e.pdf
http://www.edu.gov.on.ca/extra/eng/ppm/1.html
http://www.edu.gov.on.ca/extra/eng/ppm/ppm8.pdf
http://www.edu.gov.on.ca/extra/eng/ppm/ppm8.pdf
http://www.edu.gov.on.ca/extra/eng/ppm/11.html
http://www.edu.gov.on.ca/extra/eng/ppm/59.html
http://www.edu.gov.on.ca/extra/eng/ppm/76c.html
http://www.edu.gov.on.ca/extra/eng/ppm/76c.html
http://www.edu.gov.on.ca/extra/eng/ppm/81.html
http://www.edu.gov.on.ca/extra/eng/ppm/89.html
http://www.edu.gov.on.ca/extra/eng/ppm/89.html
http://www.edu.gov.on.ca/extra/eng/ppm/119.pdf
http://www.edu.gov.on.ca/extra/eng/ppm/119.pdf
http://www.edu.gov.on.ca/extra/eng/ppm/ppm138.pdf
http://www.edu.gov.on.ca/extra/eng/ppm/140.html
http://www.edu.gov.on.ca/extra/eng/ppm/140.html
http://www.edu.gov.on.ca/extra/eng/ppm/141.pdf
http://www.edu.gov.on.ca/extra/eng/ppm/142.pdf
http://www.edu.gov.on.ca/extra/eng/ppm/144.pdf
http://www.edu.gov.on.ca/extra/eng/ppm/145.pdf
http://www.edu.gov.on.ca/extra/eng/ppm/ppm149.pdf
http://www.edu.gov.on.ca/extra/eng/ppm/ppm149.pdf
http://www.edu.gov.on.ca/extra/eng/ppm/ppm149.pdf
http://www.edu.gov.on.ca/extra/eng/ppm/ppm151.pdf
http://www.edu.gov.on.ca/extra/eng/ppm/153.html
http://www.edu.gov.on.ca/extra/eng/ppm/ppm155.pdf
http://www.edu.gov.on.ca/extra/eng/ppm/ppm156.pdf


 
 

159 Collaborative Professionalism 2016 

160 Protected Time for Daily Mathematics Instruction, Grades 1 to 8 2016 

Q&A 

6. Ministry Updates (10 min) 

6.1. HPEDSC letter to the Medical Health Officer of Health 

• Hasting and Prince Edward SEAC committee requesting prioritizing vaccination of both 

students and staff working with students with high needs.  

6.2. Public health announcement  

• Public health announcement that staff working with students with high needs will be 

vaccinated as the priority group. 

G. Foran 

7. SEAC Committee Functions 

• Follow up email invitation to community organizations 
 

 
 

8. Policy Advice to the Board 
 
         N/A 

 
 

9. Updates 
  (20 minutes) 
 
9.1. Association Updates 
 

• WWDSS 
 

WWDSS Evening Speaker Series Presents: Executive Functioning 
 
PRESENTERS: Hina Mahmood, M.OT, Senior Registered Occupational Therapist and Arianna        
Coles, M.OT, Registered Occupational Therapist 
DATE: Tuesday, April 20th, 2021 
TIME: 7:00 pm – 9:00 pm 
WHERE: on ZOOM (a zoom link and password will be sent to those who register) 
COST: Members $5 each, Non-Members $15 each 
 
Executive functioning is a collection of abilities that allow us to take in, process and use 
information. Hina and Arianna will discuss the components of executive functioning and how 
they relate to learning and                            W ’                                    
                                       ’                               -monitoring, and 
carrying-out tasks related to functional independence. Given the current shift to virtual learning 
in many settings, we will also discuss executive functioning as it relates to virtual learning, and 
strategies to support learners/facilitate learning in this context. 
 
Online Social Skills Group 
 
WWDSS is pleased to partner with McLennan Speech & Language Services to offer online 
social skills groups for members with Down syndrome. Group sessions goals will include 
responding to questions, initiating questions and communicating together with friends. 
 
More details on our website: http://www.wwdss.ca 
 

• WRFN 
 

 
 

http://www.edu.gov.on.ca/extra/eng/ppm/ppm159.pdf
http://www.edu.gov.on.ca/extra/eng/ppm/ppm160.pdf
http://www.wwdss.ca/


 
 

 

 

 
 
Click to purchase tickets 
 
9.2. Trustee Updates 
 
WCDSB Board Meeting 
 
 

10. Pending Items 
 

 

 
11. Adjournment 
 

Motion by: Kim Murphy 
Seconded: John Gilbert  

 

 

12. Action Items Place Holder 

 
 

  

https://interland3.donorperfect.net/weblink/weblink.aspx?name=E353286QE&id=3
https://www.wcdsb.ca/wcdsb-board-meeting-bulletin-march-2021/
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