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WHY IS THE BOARD PROPOSING A 7-12 SCHOOL WHEN ALL OTHERS ARE JK-8 AND 9-
12? 
The Board’s enrolment needs in the east Kitchener area are both for elementary and secondary 
pupil space. The Board applied for funding for the Grade 7-12 project after applying for and being 
rejected by the Ministry of Education several times for funding to construct a Grade 9-12 secondary 
school. 

HAVE OTHER BOARDS TRANSITIONED BACK FROM 7-12 OR K-12 TO A JK-8/9-12? 
Across the province several Boards have created and implemented new JK-12 and Grade 7-12 
schools. The French Language Boards in Ontario are largely organized along a Grade 7-12 model 
with some schools also configured for JK-12. The Ottawa Catholic Board has 18 out of 19 secondary 
schools organized as Grade 7-12 while other Boards that the committee reached out to have a 
portion of the schools organized as Grade 7-12.  
 
In some cases, the Boards have developed these school to address declining enrolment or establish 
a new program.  In other cases, Boards have created new schools where there is an element of 
elementary and secondary growth best addressed by the 7-12 structure.  
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To staff’s knowledge, no Boards have moved away from the 7-12 structure and there are additional 
new schools in the planning and construction stage for both JK-12 and Grade 7-12 province wide.   

WILL THE NEW SCHOOL OPEN WITH ALL GRADES 7-12? 
The Board has looked at how the new school will open and has initially proposed that the school 
start with students in Grades 7-10 and add a grade each year until the school has a full grade 7-12 
program. The details of the opening structure would be reviewed and determined through the 
Boundary Review process in consultation with affected school communities. 
 
The Steering Committee recognizes the importance of students completing their final two years at 
their school and attaining the credits in specialized programs and pathways. For students who will 
be affected by the boundary change, and who would be entering Grade 9 the year before the new 
East Kitchener Catholic School opens, the school would work to support the transition of students, 
in a manner as those students in grades 6-8 in the feeder schools who would be moving to the new 
school.    

HOW WILL THE SCHOOL TIMETABLES WORK, THE ELEMENTARY DAY IS LONGER 
THAN THE SECONDARY SCHOOL DAY? 
The intention is to have elementary and secondary school students attend the school on separate 
timetables but with a similar start and dismissal time. During the school day elementary school 
students would attend their classes in the time blocks used in JK-8 while the secondary students 
attend their classes in 75-minute periods.  
 
Each panel would have a separate lunch and the elementary students would have recess during the 
day.  The Board will have to work on the elementary schedule to match the length of the secondary 
day.   

HOW WILL LUNCH HOURS WORK, WILL THE GRADE 7&8 STUDENTS BE EATING IN THE 
CAFETERIA WITH 9-12 STUDENTS? 
At present the Grade 7&8 students in a JK-8 school eat in their classrooms.  The schedule that is 
being developed would have the Grade 7&8 lunch occur at a different time than the Grade 9-12 
lunch so it may be possible to have the Grade 7&8 students have access to the cafeteria. 

HOW WILL GRADE 7&8 INTRAMURAL PROGRAMS BE IMPACTED? 
The school would offer a grade 7&8 school sports and intramural sports program like other Grade 
JK-8 schools in the district. There may be additional extracurricular sports and program opportunities 
due to the school’s size and enrolment, however, there may also be similar opportunities at other 
large elementary schools in the system. The Board will provide additional information as the plans 
for the new school advance. 

DO/WILL THE GRADE 7&8 STUDENTS LEAVE THE CAMPUS AT LUNCH HOUR?   
While Grade 7&8 students have been kept on school campuses this year due to Covid-19, in the 
past students have been leave campus with parent permission. The development of the new school 
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may reflect those policies, or a more stringent approach to managing the Grade 7&8 students may 
be adopted in consultation with the Principal and school community.    

WILL THE NEW SCHOOL HAVE A FRENCH IMMERSION PROGRAM? 
There is a separate French Immersion Review process underway.  That review will consider location 
criteria for future elementary and secondary programs. The secondary program will require a location 
for September 2023. 

WILL THERE BE THE OPPORTUNITY FOR ADVANCE PLACEMENT (AP) AND 
INTERNATIONAL BACCALAUREATE (IB) PROGRAMS AND HANDS ON TRADES AT THE 
7-12 SCHOOL? 
We give the opportunity for all our secondary schools, where there is interest, to be provided with 
these programs. We are looking to provide labs and tech areas in the new school.  There will be a 
full curriculum offered but will initially be a smaller school so the ability to offer a wide variety of 
programs may not be possible.  However, additional program opportunities may develop over time. 

WOULD THERE BE CONSIDERATION TO CHANGE OTHER SCHOOLS TO 7-12? 
As most of the Board’s secondary schools are at capacity, the Board does not foresee other 
schools making the switch currently.  However, the results of this Grade 7-12 Program Review 
would assist the Board in any future implementation of 7-12 schools. 

WILL STUDENTS BE TRANSPORTED ON THE SAME BUSSES? 
All Grade 7 to 12 students who qualify for student transportation under Board Procedure APO012 - 
Transportation will be eligible to be bussed to the new school. Where the Board has transportation 
eligible students in both panels in the same area, the Steering Committee has proposed combining 
students on the busses. Combining bussing of 7/8 and 9-12 students reduces the duplication and 
cost of bus runs, maximize the efficiency of bus runs with other schools and reduces overall 
congestion on the school site.  

WILL THE BOARD LOSE STUDENTS WHO DO NOT WANT TO GO TO THE NEW 
SCHOOL? 
The Board recognizes that students have a choice with respect to secondary school attendance, and 
the decisions to attend a Catholic secondary school or other secondary school are based on several 
factors. The Board believes that the construction of the new East Kitchener Catholic School will retain 
a higher proportion of the graduating elementary students and attract open access students to the 
school.  

WHEN WILL THE BOUNDARY REVIEW TAKE PLACE? 
The Board will initiate a boundary process to establish the boundary for the new school following the 
7-12 Program Review, in accordance with Board’s Pupil Accommodation Review Process - APF008.  
This process is separate from the Grade 7-12 Program Review now underway. 
 
The Board of Trustees will initiate a boundary review process to establish a boundary for the new 
East Kitchener Catholic School and amend the boundaries of all feeder schools and secondary 

https://www.wcdsb.ca/about-us/policies-and-administrative-procedures/transportation-apo012/
https://www.wcdsb.ca/about-us/policies-and-administrative-procedures/transportation-apo012/
https://www.wcdsb.ca/about-us/policies-and-administrative-procedures/pupil-accommodation-review-process-apf008/
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schools impacted by the creation of a Grade 7-12 school.  The Board will establish a Boundary 
Review Committee (BRC), as a consultation body and official conduit for information shared between 
the school board and school communities.   

WILL ALL OF THE GRADE 7&8 STUDENTS MOVE TO THE NEW SCHOOL AT THE SAME 
TIME? 
The boundary process will establish the boundaries for the new school and any considerations for 
implementing the grade structure and the boundaries.  

DOES THIS MEAN THAT THE FEEDER SCHOOLS WILL BECOME GRADE JK-6? 
Yes, once the boundary changes are completed and the new school opens, the elementary schools 
that lose their Grade 7&8 students will become Grade JK-6. 
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