
35 Weber St. W., Unit A 
Kitchener, ON, Canada  N2H 3Z1 

519-578-3660 
info@wcdsb.ca 

WCDSB Mission Statement 

As disciples of Christ, 
we educate and nurture hope 

in all learners 
to realize their full potential  
to transform God’s world.   

SPECIAL EDUCATION ADVISORY COMMITTEE 

Wednesday, November 4th, 2020 

6:00 pm Teams Meeting 

CHAIR:  Irene Holdbrook 

MEMBERS 

WCDSB Trustee – Jeanne Gravelle 
WCDSB Trustee – Tracey Weiler 
Waterloo Regional Down Syndrome Society – Kim Murphy 
Waterloo Regional Police - John Gilbert 
Autism Ontario – Waterloo Chapter  
CNIB – Irene Holdbrook, Chair 
Family and Children’s Services of Waterloo Region  
Waterloo Region Family Network – Sue Simpson 
Members at Large – Sarah Van Dyke 



Agenda 

SEAC Committee Meeting Agenda 

Date& Time: November 4th 2020 at 6:00 p.m. 

Location: Teams Meeting 

Next Meeting: December 2nd 2020 

Committee Members: Kim Murphy, John Gilbert, Tracey Weiler, Jeanne Gravelle, Irene Holdbrook, Sue Simpson, 
Sarah Van Dyke  

Administrative Officials: Laura Shoemaker, Gerald Foran 

1. Opening Prayer

Welcome

L. Shoemaker 

2. Approval of Agenda

Motion by: 
Seconded: 

3. Declared Pecuniary Interest

4. Approval of the October 7th Minutes

Motion by: 
Seconded 

5. School System Operational Business

5.1. Assistive Technology

5.2. Community Active Living  
C. Runstedler

G. Foran 

6. Ministry Updates (10 min)

7. SEAC Committee Functions

7.1. Topics for the remainder of the school year L. Shoemaker 

8. Policy Advice to the Board

9. Updates
  (20 minutes) 

9.1. Association Updates 

9.2. Trustee Updates 



10. Pending Items

11. Adjournment

Motion by:
Seconded:

12. Action Items Place Holder



Minutes 

SEAC Committee Meeting Agenda 

Date& Time: October 7th, 2020 at 6:00 p.m. 

Location: Teams Meeting 

Next Meeting: November 4th 2020 

Committee Members: Kim Murphy, John Gilbert, Tracey Weiler, Jeanne Gravelle, Irene Holdbrook, Sarah Van Dyke 

Administrative Officials: Laura Shoemaker, Gerald Foran 
 Regrets: Sue Simpson 

1. Opening Prayer

Welcome

L. Shoemaker 

2. Approval of Agenda

Motion by: Tracey Weiler 
Seconded: Jeanne Gravelle 

3. Declared Pecuniary Interest

N/A

4. Approval of the September 9th Minutes

Motion by:  Karen Kovats 
Seconded: Jeanne Gravelle 

5. School System Operational Business

5.1 ABA/BCBA Report 
L. McDonald 









 
 

 
 
Parent Resources: 
https://drive.google.com/drive/folders/1DVR8mBRd1XPF9sCMIwIkhQJEJmH3OKB2?usp=shar
ing 
 
Q&A 
 
5.2. Mental Health Report  
 
"Experts" share tips on return to school - YouTube 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?time_continue=4&v=PNZwnRn2Rh0&feature=emb_logo 

 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

S. Porty 

https://drive.google.com/drive/folders/1DVR8mBRd1XPF9sCMIwIkhQJEJmH3OKB2?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/drive/folders/1DVR8mBRd1XPF9sCMIwIkhQJEJmH3OKB2?usp=sharing
https://www.youtube.com/watch?time_continue=4&v=PNZwnRn2Rh0&feature=emb_logo


 
 

 
 

 



 
 

 

 
 

6. Ministry Updates (10 min) 

 

6.1. Durham District School Board SEAC Letter to the Minister of Education; September 2020 

Spec incident portion – grant for students with complex needs. We know that students will 

require one or more people for support during the day. Asking for extension of deadline. SIP 

deadline might have to be extended at this time.  

 

L. Shoemaker 

7. SEAC Committee Functions 
 
Reaching to new committee members - virtual  

 
 

8. Policy Advice to the Board 
 
N/A 

 
 

9. Updates 
  (20 minutes) 

 
 



 
 

 

 

 

 
9.1. Association Updates 
 

• WRDDS - Virtual Buddy Walk exceeded expectations and raised around $57,000. 
 

• WRFN - The School Issues Support Group met virtually on Wednesday September 
30th with guest Catherine Legere, Social Worker with Sunbeam Developmental 
Resource Centre presenting on anxiety. 
KidsAbility has re-opened its Kitchener site (this week) where the WRFN office is 
located. We will now start to plan a return to our office. Even though some of us will 
return to the office, all WRFN programs will continue to be offered via email, phone 
and through virtual platform for quite some time. 

 
9.2. Trustee Updates 
 
September Board of Trustees Meeting: 
https://www.wcdsb.ca/wcdsb-board-meeting-bulletin-september-2020/ 
 
 

10. Pending Items 
N/A 

 

 
11. Adjournment 
 

Motion by: Jeanne Gravelle 
Seconded: Kim Murphey 

 

 

12. Action Items Place Holder 

 
 

  

https://www.wcdsb.ca/wcdsb-board-meeting-bulletin-september-2020/


 
 

Report 

 

 
 
 

 

Date: November 4, 2020 

To: SEAC 

From: Director of Education, Superintendent of Learning: Special Education 

Subject: Assistive Technology in the New Learning Environment – Remote/Virtual Training and How we are 

Reaching Students and Staff 

 

 
 

Type of Report:   Decision-Making 
   Monitoring 
   Incidental Information concerning day-to-day operations 
 

Type of Information:   Information for Board of Trustees Decision-Making   
   Monitoring Information of Board Policy XX XXX 
   Information only of day-to-day operational matters delegated to the CEO 
 
 

Origin: (cite Education Act and/or Board Policy or other legislation) 

      
 

Alignment to the MYSP: 

Nurturing Our Catholic Community: 
Faith is lived and witnessed in community: To strengthen and cultivate school, parish and home relationships. 
Students and Staff are healthy in mind body and spirit: To strengthen system commitment to school, student and staff 
spiritual health. 
Everyone is included, respected and welcomed: To increase improved awareness respect of differences within our school 
communities. 

Special Education Plan: 

Model for the Delivery of Special Education Program and Services 

• Use specific assistive technology instructional accommodations and/or modifications to support the learning 
needs of students. 

• Training and resources are provided to school staff and students around assistive technology software/hardware 
including Read and Write, Boardmaker Online, ipad apps.  The assistive technology tools allows for access to 
the curriculum as determined by the learning needs of students as identified on their IEP. 
 

 

Background/Comments: 

Questions the Director would like addressed in this report: 

a) What is the concern or issue you are discussing? 
a. Assistive technology – how students/teachers are provided with training and resources  

b) What is the profile of students to which this topic applies? 



~ 2 ~ 
 

  
 

 

a. Students will have a range of needs depending on accommodations/modifications they require as 
outlined in their IEP; common categories include students with learning disabilities and developmental 
delays. 

c) What are the goals/aspirations we set? 
a. Students can access the curriculum using assistive technology that meets their learning needs 

d) What are the strategies we employ or understanding we foster? 
a. Through training we develop an understanding and ability to use the respective software (Read and 

Write, Boardmaker Online, ipad apps) so that staff and students are proficient at using these tools to 
access the curriculum 

e) What resources do we employ to assist our strategy? 
a. Virtual training for students, staff, classes 
b. Online resources for staff (handouts/videos) to supplement their use/knowledge of the assistive 

technology tools 
c. Virtual support for parents  
d. Virtual Staff meeting presentations to further the awareness and understanding for the various assistive 

technologies and how they can support student learning. 
f) What metric do we use to assess our efficacy? 

a. Demonstration and application of learned software skills by the students/staff 
b. Anecdotal observation/comments 
c. Monitoring feedback from SET/CT determining if tools have been applied to learning situations 
d. Improved ability for students to access the curriculum (ie. Increased length of written responses) as 

monitored by the CT/SET 

 
 

Recommendation:  

Presented for your information. 
 

Prepared/Reviewed By: Loretta Notten 
Director of Education 
Laura Shoemaker 
Superintendent of Learning: Special Education 

 
*Bylaw 5.2 “where the Board of Trustees receives from the Director of Education a monitoring report that flows from a responsibility delegated to the 
Director under Board Policy – except where approval is required by the Board of Trustees on a matter delegated by policy to the Board – the 
minutes of the Meeting at which the Report is received shall expressly provide that the Board has received and approved of the Report as an action 
consistent with the authority delegated to the Director, subject in all instances to what otherwise actually occurred.”  
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