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September 8th, 2020 

Dear Waterloo Catholic Community – 
 
 

Welcome back to the new school year!  It hardly seems possible that it has been 7 months since our 
schools were alive with the sounds of staff and students engaged in the joy of learning.  Today we take 
the first tentative steps to returning, at least in part, to the routines that characterized our lives back in 
March.  Whether your family is beginning this school year in your home-school with face to face learning 
or you have selected to start the year at our virtual school, St Isidore, we welcome you back to this 
landmark year.   
 
It has been quite a journey since March and, in particular, the last few months as we have prepared for 
re-opening our schools.  No doubt for everyone involved, our staff, students and parents, it may have 
been a bit overwhelming to process all the details and to feel confident in all aspects of the planning.  
This is understandable, as there was much to process and details have continued to evolve.  I do 
however wish to assure all in our community that it has been a diligent and well-informed effort, as we 
have worked with public health and many other partners and stakeholders to ensure a plan that 
prioritized health and safety. 
 
To that end, this year brings with it new rules, protocol and routines.  We are confident that if we work 
together to follow the guidelines provided, we will position our whole community for the best possible 
chance of a successful, healthy school year.  This is the very definition of a community effort.  We each 
need the other and we must all be our very best selves.  We cannot guarantee that there may not be 
some bumps along the way – but together we have to pull each other up and respond in a spirit of 
collaboration and cooperation.   
 
For those of you who may be interested in switching back to face to face learning or those who may 
wish to try virtual learning, the first opportunity to switch will be at Thanksgiving in elementary or end of 
the first term (early November) in secondary.  We will be in touch before then to communicate how you 
notify us.  We know some of you wanted to switch now, but we did have to close that window, as it is 
critical to the exercise of contact-tracing and forming cohorts, to account for each and every child.  Each 
parent/family feels their situation is unique, but it does not take long to soon been dealing with 
hundreds of cases, which creates unsafe conditions for all.  We appreciate your understanding. 
 
Our students need to be back in school.  All of the research has told us that for student well-being and 
mental health, the opportunity to be with friends, to connect and to socialize is extremely important.  
Thankfully, we have also received insights that tell us that children are less susceptible to infection, less 
likely to transmit COVID and that the school setting has not played a significant role (in other global 
jurisdictions) with increased spread of infection.  (McMaster / Sick Children’s Hospital report)   For these 
reasons, we welcome the opportunity to see our students reconnected with their teachers and peers. 
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The staff at Waterloo Catholic are truly to be applauded.  There have been preparations occurring all 
summer long and in the past few weeks, things have ramped up in earnest.  We have seen classrooms 
being prepared, learning kits being stuffed, signs being hung, supplies being delivered, and health and 
safety routines being practiced.  Details have now been posted to our website and sent home to all our 
parents who have selected our virtual school St. Isidore.  Our IT staff have been working around the 
clock to support our school-based staff as we re-schedule all our schools and transition to a new student 
information system.  Truly and sincerely, on behalf of our students and families – I profoundly thank our 
staff for their spirit of dedication and resilience.  They are here to serve your children and to offer their 
very best. 
 
We are however experiencing challenges completing scheduling and more particularly, staffing  
St Isidore, so we will be pushing back the start date for St Isidore Elementary to September 17th.  This 
will coincide with the start of St Isidore Catholic Secondary.  We realize that everyone is keen to get back 
to learning, but it is taking longer than hoped to get our school fully set up and staffed. 
 
You were introduced to our Operational Guidelines in my last full letter to the community.  I remind 
everyone again that they are found prominently on our website and are worth reading and revisiting.  
They do get updated with the most recent advice and they do provide all the necessary guidance on how 
to safely learn and work in our schools at WCDSB.  While lengthy, I encourage you to review them, and 
in particular, to review any area that is relevant to your child and their learning. 
https://www.wcdsb.ca/operational-guidelines/ 
 
A reminder that no staff or student should come to school without completing the self-assessment:  
https://covid19checkup.ca/ 
 
We are so very happy to be welcoming everyone back to learning in our schools.  Our pastoral plan will 
transition from our current theme, Called to Belong, to our new theme, Gathered to Become.  We are so 
fortunate to have this grounding as it does speak to us so appropriately in these new and sometimes 
challenging times.  We are called together as a family in Christ, and in the Eucharist we are gathered as 
community to be become so much more than we are as individuals.  Let’s be rooted in that love and in 
that Faith as we journey into this new school year.   
 
We are so happy to welcome you back!  Please reach out to us if you need help or guidance, and remain 
confident that we are here to support you, as we walk together as a hope-filled community.  
#WCDSBTogether  #WeGotThis 
 
Sincerely, 
 

 
 
Loretta Notten       
Director of Education  

https://www.wcdsb.ca/operational-guidelines/
https://covid19checkup.ca/

