
Please follow us on Twitter to stay updated! 

Hello Everyone,  

I would like to take a moment of your time to introduce myself as the new COO of the Waterloo Catholic 

District School Board International Education Department. After more than 40 years with the Waterloo 

Catholic District School Board, and close to 20 years as the Lead of International Education, Vic Degutis 

has retired from his role as Chief Operating Officer of International Education Services. During the last 

year, I have worked alongside Vic and learned a great deal about the operations of the international 

department at WCDSB and the complexities of international education. I have also gained a true 

understanding of the how Vic has been instrumental in growing a thriving international program. 

Through his leadership both provincially and nationally around the internationalization of school districts, 

he has positioned the Waterloo Catholic District School Board to be one of the top international programs in the country, 

with tremendous potential for new opportunities and establishing new standards of excellence. 
 

I bring to this new position over 30 years of experience as an educator including the past 15 as a Secondary School 

principal. Over the years, my schools have welcomed many international students and delegations. To that end, I hope 

to bring my knowledge of the school system and insights into international education to support the continued growth of 

our programs to meet the needs of our international students.    
 

We also have a new Principal of International Education, Ms. Carla Santomero. Carla comes to the role from her most 

recent assignment as an elementary school principal. Carla has been an educator in both elementary and secondary 

schools and has extensive experience in alternative education models supporting the success of all students. Carla’s 

leadership and knowledge of the elementary school’s system will bring a tremendous skill set and will be a great addition 

to the international team.    
 

This transition in leadership has coincided with unprecedented times, and the impact of COVID-19 both locally and 

globally. As you may or may not know, our schools were closed March 13 with the intention of reopening April 6, with 

the health and safety of students and staff being the number one reason for this closure. As we are now well into this 

unprecedented time, we find ourselves in unchartered territory as the Government has mandated that all schools remain 

closed for the near future. This means there is no exact date for return to work and school as normal. That being said, 

your child’s teachers will be reaching out over the next week to connect with students and to determine the best way to 

support their learning going forward. In the weeks that follow, teachers will be facilitating learning through a variety of 

strategies. More clarity will be provided in the weeks that follow regarding learning expectations, assessment and 

evaluation. If you have questions or concerns at any time, please don’t hesitate to reach out to myself 

at dan.witt@wcdsb.ca or Margo Jones at margo.jones@wcdsb.ca.  
 

Together, the international team is committed to supporting our international students’ health, wellness and academic 

growth, throughout the challenges of COVID-19 and will work to continually raise the bar of quality and excellence in our 

programs you’ve grown to expect.  
 

Dan Witt, Chief Operating Officer  
International Education, Waterloo Catholic District School Board  

 
 

Since last we reached out to you, the global situation in relation to COVID-19 has continued to worsen and here at home 
we have seen unprecedented actions taken by our federal and provincial governments.  As you know, schools are now 
closed and it would appear that this will stretch beyond the Easter weekend, although exactly when we might return to 
face to face learning is not yet clear.  These decisions are being informed by a concern for preserving the health and 
safety of all, and in this regard we know that each of us shares this common goal.  Nonetheless, the news that students 
will be home indefinitely may be disconcerting to you and your child. 

We want to assure you that at the Waterloo Catholic District School Board, we will be working to the best of our ability 
and in collaboration with the province, to ensure that your child is connected to learning opportunities.  We will use the 
initial two weeks for the board to support our teachers in establishing at least an initial contact with all of their students 
through the most appropriate means possible, including mail, phone, email or other channel.  We will try to use this time 
to establish what is needed to support teacher-led learning and to aid you as families, to the best of our abilities under 
the circumstances. 

We also want to acknowledge that this could be a time of great uncertainty and anxiety for our students.  We would 
encourage you to visit our board website where a number of resources can be found that may be helpful to you or your 
child, as you navigate this time.  We are also truly blessed to have our faith and prayer to aid us at this time.  Our God 
walks with us always and the Holy Father reminds us that prayer is a sign that we are not alone. 

While we are in the process of “gearing up”, we would remind parents that WCDSB has launched #STEAMDays, a fun 
and interactive way to be connected to activities that have a daily focus on science, technology, engineering, the arts or 
mathematics.  Further, the Ministry of Education has launched the website Learn at Home and you are encouraged to 
visit that site for learning activities. 

Finally – we encourage you to closely follow any and all directives from our governments and Region of Waterloo 
Public Health.  As a global community – we have never been more connected by an event or issue and now is the time 
to do everything we can to ensure we can soon return to life as we knew it not so long ago.  We wish your family good 
health.  Remain confident that we are here to support you, as we walk as a hope-filled community of faith toward the 
season of Easter and the re-birth it brings. 
 

Sincerely, 
 

Loretta Notten                          Bill Conway 
Director of Education               Chair of the Board 
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The safety and wellbeing of our students and staff is always our top priority. We encourage everyone to remain vigilant 
regarding hand hygiene and cough/sneeze etiquette and to follow all Public Health guidance and directives. 

In the meantime, we ask for everyone to continue monitoring our special COVID-19 web page for up-to-date information 
https://www.wcdsb.ca/covid-19-coronavirus-updates/ and our prayers continue for all those around the world who have 
been or will be affected by COVID-19. 
 

At this time, Public Health advises the following steps to be followed by residents of Waterloo Region: 

• People are to stay home unless they need to purchase groceries or other necessities.  

• Practice social distancing. This means keeping a 2 meter distance between yourself and other people. Together, we 
can slow the spread of COVID-19 by keeping a physical distance from each other, please do your part. 

• Wash your hands often with soap and water for at least 20 seconds. If soap and water are not available, use an 
alcohol-based hand sanitizer. Avoid touching your eyes, nose, and mouth. 

• Cover your cough or sneeze with a tissue, then throw the tissue in the trash and/or cough or sneeze into the crook of 
your arm, not into your hands. 

• Clean and disinfect frequently touched objects and surfaces. 

We are following all the above guidelines with our own staff and we hope you will join us in promoting these strong 
habits with your own children. Students, please make sure you are using this time to catch up on your homework.  
 

Region of Waterloo Public Health – COVID-19 Letter to Parents and Guardians 

Information Derived from: https://www.canada.ca/en/public-health/services/diseases/coronavirus-disease-covid-19.html  
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I am Alyssa Lim from Seoul, South Korea. I came to Canada last August, so it has been almost 7 months. I started to go 
to school last September. I am at St. Benedict Catholic Secondary School in Cambridge. I am technically in grade 11, but 
I am an ESL student who came in the middle of the secondary school year so I am actually in grade 10.  

I came to Canada to study English and Business. My dream is to be a sports agent, so studying in Canada would be a 
great chance to achieve my dream. When I first came here, I was shocked by lots of cultural aspects. I grew up in East 
Asian culture based on Confucianism, which is relatively conservative compared to Western countries. Our country also 
has a school atmosphere in which students hardly participate in class or share our own opinions. However, Canada was 
totally different from the environment I was used to. Many students tend to speak more freely in the class or outside of 
the school. Also, in my perspective, Canada seems to have a slower and relaxed lifestyle more than in my country. The 
most interesting thing about school life in Canada is meeting people with different languages and cultures. I have enjoyed 
trying to speak/learn different languages since I was young. Currently, I am taking a Spanish course at school. My friends 
who speak Spanish always help me at lunch or even after school. I try to practice Chinese with my Chinese friend in the 
morning. From a cultural aspect, I have met many people who have different backgrounds and religions. When we 
learned about the Syrian refugee crisis, there was a student who is from Syria in the class and he helped us learn more 
vividly. Furthermore, I get to choose courses that I actually want to learn, and also like to think and learn in a self-
directed way in Canada.  

Every Canadian who I’ve met always says ‘Sorry’ and ‘Thank you’ which is really polite. I think it is a kind of Canadian 
culture. I am happy that it feels like I am being respected all the time in Canada. For the first few months, I joined the 
“JA Company” which is a teenager company program, and participated in the actual selling process. After I moved to a 
new host-house, I was living far from the place where my team usually meets, so I could not join anymore. However, it 
was an awesome and meaningful experience, and it was also an opportunity for me to meet lots of good people.  

I try to do as much volunteering as I can. I do office support twice a month at ‘Hopespring’ and it gives me real business 
experience. Among the volunteer events I’ve participated in, “Christmas Gift Wrapping” is the most impressive one. I 
realized that Christmas is an important day for Canadians, as is seeing lots of gifts. Moreover, I am participating in the 
Math Club, discussing problems and preparing math contests. I am looking forward to joining DECA, the business club 
team, and also a girls’ soccer club. I haven’t travelled within Canada yet, but I am planning on visiting Niagara Falls, the 
CN tower, Montreal, and Vancouver which are famous for tourism in Canada during summer vacations. For the first few 
months in Canada, it was tough for me. I came 
alone without family, so I suffered from 
loneliness. I was not fluent in English and it made 
me hard to communicate with others. However, 
after a few months, I started making friends and 
improving my English. I became much happier 
and I am able to enjoy life in Canada! I have lots 
of awesome friends and teachers who support me 
in Canada. Now, I even want to live in Canada for 
a long time; longer than what I planned at first 
because I love the nice environment and culture 
in Canada. I am really pleased to be in Canada, 
especially in Cambridge. Cambridge is a 
wonderful city. I am enjoying an awesome 
Canadian life! 


