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Catholic Parent Involvement Committee Minutes 

 

                

 

Date: June 5, 2019 

Time: 6:00pm  

Location: St. David CSS Library, 4 High St. Waterloo 

Next Meeting: 
TBD 
 

 
Committee 
Members:  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Attendees: 
 
 
 
Regrets: 

 
 Vacant (Diocesan Rep.) 

 Judy Merkel (Administrative Official) 

 Linda Gregorio (Chair & Member at large) 

 Manuel da Silva (Trustee) 

 Wendy Price (Trustee) 

 Brian Schmalz (Trustee) 

 Chris Woodcroft (Secondary Principal Rep.) 

 Sharon Adie (Elementary Principal Rep.) 

 Patricia Castillo (Resurrection Elementary) 

 Julie Hofstetter (Kitchener Secondary)  

 David Perlaky (St. Benedict Elementary) 

 Denise Porter (Waterloo Secondary)  

 Bernadette Vanspall (Member at large) 

 Gorette Varao-Woodman (Monsignor Doyle Elementary) 

 Eric Vaz (Cambridge Secondary) 

 Andrea Visneskie (St. David Elementary) 

 
 

Sharon Adie, Manuel DaSilva, Linda Gregorio, Julie Hofstetter, Judy Merkel,   Dave 
Perlaky, Denise Porter,  Sharon Porty (guest), Wendy Price, Brian Schmalz, 
Bernadette Vanspall, Eric Vaz, Andrea Visneskie, Chris Woodcroft, Diana Bumstead 
(recorder) 
 
Gorette Varao-Woodman 

TOPIC 
 

Presenter 

1. Opening Prayer & Welcome, Territorial acknowledgement, Call 

for additional Agenda items --Sharon Porty, the WCDSB Mental 
Health lead was introduced.  No additional agenda items added. 

 

Judy 

2. Approval of Agenda:  Eric moved to approve and Wendy seconded.   
 

 

3. Approval of the Minutes:  Andrea moved to approve and Sharon  
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seconded. 
 

4. Other Correspondence/ Superintendent Update: 
 
WCDSB has been waiting for more detailed information from the 
Ministry around funding.  The technical paper was finally received last 
week.   The Senior team has been working to come up with a balanced 
budget.  SEAC is presenting their budget tonight (Special Education 
budget). The Ministry has made a commitment to fund parent 
engagement.  We are anticipating that we will hear about PRO grants in 
the fall.   The per student allocation has changed; that with our increased 
enrolment leads to a large funding deficit.  WCDSB has put student 
achievement and well-being at the forefront of current budget 
discussions.   
 
The Board is looking forward to Special Olympics on Monday and then 

we are heading into exams.  Students completed EQAO testing last week.  
We also just held two days of cannabis (and vaping) awareness for gr. 8 
students at the end of May.  A member asked about cannabis awareness 
resources for parents.  Sharon P. said the cannabis talk kit is the best 
resource for parents.  It was distributed earlier in the year via newswire.  
She will send it out again and send a hard copy or link to the kit for each 
school chair. 
 
Sharon P., the Mental Health Lead is working on her plan, or she said, her 
marching orders for the next year.  She asked for input from CPIC 
members.  She mentioned that during her canvassing of students and 
stakeholders one theme that has arisen is how do we prepare students to 
manage stress.  Andrea echoed the stress factor and the stress around 
social media.  Students have a fear and concern of what the future holds.    
The transition to university/ college, etc. is a concern.  Linda mentioned 
criminal situations around social media and the predator/ luring aspect of 
social media are also a concern for parents.  Sharon P. said a cyber 
awareness heads up can go on google classroom 
 
In terms of student mental health supports, WCDSB staff reminded 
members that there are social workers at schools.  Julie mentioned that 
St. Mary’s has evenings around support for transitioning to university.   
Chris said Gr. 10 and 11 students get the UCEP presentation.  Guidance 
teachers meet individually with each student in gr. 11 and 12 to discuss 
future post-graduation options. Everyone is invited to the career fair.    
 
Sharon mentioned when she held focus groups with students she 
became aware that students are worried about money and not knowing 
how to manage money.    Judy mentioned that WCDSB has a good 

Judy/ Sharon 
P. 
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contact for teaching students about money management.  Chris stated 
there is a new unit in the Careers course as well to focus on this. 
 
Another theme from the focus groups was difficulty with problem solving 
and self-esteem.  Members affirmed an issue with cognitive distortions; 
what story are you telling yourself.  The Umbrella Project talks about this.  
The Umbrella Project is in many of our schools.  It began in many of our 
schools this year. There was comment of the utility of a method where 
parents can find other parents in same situation (children who cut, eating 
disorders in boys, etc.) for support.   
 
CPIC next year action to increase awareness of WCDSB mental health 
goals and building CPIC community links (e.g., with churches, 
neighbourhood associations, etc). 
 

5. Trustee Update: 
 
Link to Board bulletin: https://wcdsb.ca/wcdsb-board-meeting-bulletin-
may-2019/ 
Wendy mentioned that catholic schools are in jeopardy with the talks of 
amalgamation occurring within the Ministry.  Hence the Board wrote a 
letter to the government on this. 
St. Louis has a site again in Cambridge, situated at 150 Main St. 
The Board will receive the budget later on June 24th. 
 
Linda mentioned that parents are already asking about fundraising for 
Catholic education.  Manuel mentioned how few people in the system 
now know what it is like to have catholic education not fully funded.  
Manuel stressed the importance of lobbying.  Wendy echoed that 
parents need to be more vocal in supporting catholic education.  CPIC 
noted this as an action item for next year to find opportunities for parents 
to speak up for catholic education. 
 

Manuel, 
Wendy, 
Brian 

6. Discussion Items/ Updates: 
 

 

6.1 OAPCE Update 
 
Linda said OAPCE is looking at a summer committee that is going to try to 
keep some of this lobbying for Catholic Education alive.  WCDSB paid for 
six parents to go to the OAPCE conference.  The OAPCE rebate should be 
forthcoming.  Diana to follow up.  OAPCE might do more fundraising 
about their lobbying. 

 

Linda 
 

6.2 PRO Grant  
 
Judy said grants will be renewed.  She does not think grants will be 

Linda 
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revisioned but we do not have firm details. 
 

6.3 School Council Chair event 2019-20 
 
Going ahead with the All-Chairs meeting in October.  Nick Foley is the 
speaker.  He talks about inclusion.  Bio shared.  PRO grant dollars will go 
toward that.  Judy mentioned how we are hoping this inclusion focus will 
set the tone. We know inclusion is difficult.  Nick will speak for about 45 
min.  Commissioning will occur in Nov.  April will be another PRO grant 
event if the dollars are there. 
      

Linda 

6.4 Communication Committee Update 
 
Sharon A. reviewed the new CPIC D2L site.  Scroll down to the bottom of 
wdsb.ca and click on D2L to get in.  The username will be provided in an 
email attachment.  There is a twitter feed.  Go to calendar and events will 
show up there.  Events can’t be colour-coded.  But we can add taglines, 
e.g., Cambridge, Waterloo, Kitchener on the event calendar.  Something 
you want everyone to see you would put on the announcement feed.  
Google docs upload easily so this is the preferred option for resource 
sharing in the site.  Diana to follow up with Gorette about the resource 
list to populate on the google page.  Sharon or Diana can load it in the 
resource section of the site.  Links to webinars will be placed in the 
google doc/ google folder and uploaded to the site.  Thanks to Sharon 
and the Communication committee for their work to make this happen. 

 

Sharon A. 

6.5 Finance Committee Update 
 
Julie said she couldn’t make the last meeting due to a scheduling change 
so said there was not much to add.   

 

Julie 

6.6 School Year Calendar Committee Update 
 

The School Year Calendar is posted online now.  Linda said that more 
transparency around PA days should go out.  Some PA has to occur early 
in the year for WSIB certification.  Most PA days are Ministry mandated.   
CPIC will share this next year.   

 

Linda 

6.7 End of Year CPIC Self- Evaluation 
 

Linda thanked everyone at the table.  Judy also voiced her appreciation 
of everyone’s contributions this year.   
 
Judy introduced the CPIC committee self-evaluation.  The evaluation is an 
improvement tool.   
 

Judy 
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The first meeting next year will discuss the goals and objectives of CPIC 
moving forward.  Then subsequent agendas will focus on these goals.  
Further work next year includes building on the growth of 
subcommittees in their work to support councils and parents, ensuring 
schools follow current nomination process for CSAC in Sept., etc. 
 
Wednesday is a good day going forward for meetings.  Four meetings are 
enough with committee meetings in between.  The committee will plan 
to come up with the full year’s meeting dates before end of August and to 
bring forward terms of office for members so any recruiting that needs to 
occur will be done as early as possible.  

 

     7. Gratitude and Closing Prayer: 
 

 

     8. Adjournment  
 

 


