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Important Dates
June 17: Father’s Day
June 18-21: Grade 12 Exam Days
June 21-26: Grade 9-11 Exam Days
June 28: Last Day of School
July 1: Canada Day

June 26: St. Mary’s Graduation
June 27: St. Benedict Graduation
June 27: St. David Graduation
June 28: Monsignor Doyle
Graduation

Message from COO - International Education Services
The 2017-2018 school year is quickly coming to an end.
Currently, over 25 of our Elementary and Secondary schools
are hosting international students from Colombia. This annual
immersion program is an opportunity to share cultures and to
establish lifetime relationships between students and
teachers. A large delegation of Waterloo Catholic Schools,
teachers and principals will be traveling to China in July to
collaborate with their colleagues in the Shijiazhuang Foreign
Language School in Hebei Province. This cooperation takes place each
summer, giving our educators the opportunity to share their expertise and to
learn about Chinese education and culture.
The Waterloo Catholic District School Board (WCDSB) will also be offering
summer programs for students from Colombia and China. The Colombian
students and their teachers will be immersed in a month-long STEAM
(Science/Technology/Engineering/Arts/Mathematics) program that is based
at the University of Waterloo. They will be working in teams on integrated
challenges through problem-solving activities and projects. During the
month, they will also be traveling around Southern Ontario seeing the
application of STEAM in action and of course, experiencing Canada at its
best. Our student and teacher guests from China will be involved in more of
a Canadian cultural experience that includes ESL opportunities and tours in
Waterloo Region, Toronto and Ottawa.
Enjoy the sunshine!
Vic Degutis, COO
Research & Development Office, International Education Services

International Certificate Graduation Ceremony
On May 22, 2018 WCDSB celebrated the ICP’s third graduating class. Over
the past 4 years, students from ICP have shown tremendous leadership;
academic and personal growth, and have gained global awareness. This
exceptional group of students helped the Model UN program grow in our
schools, participated in our inaugural exchange to Japan, and showed
creativity with acquiring their international engagement hours. These
students have become informed, engaged and active global citizens from
being involved with the program. As always, we are extremely proud of our
ICP students and look forward to hearing about their success in the future.
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International Student Highlight - Tuan Hung (Bruno) Pham
It has been two and a half years since I first came to
Canada and all the new adventures and exciting
experiences that I have learned are worth sharing. My
name is Bruno and I came from Sai Gon; also known as
Ho Chi Minh City. It is the biggest and most crowded city
in Vietnam, a country located in Southeast Asia. When I
first came here I was a junior at St. Mary’s High School
and now I am a few months away from graduating. On
my first day in Canada, it was snowing very hard and it
was also the first time I ever saw snow. It was a lot colder
than I imagined and everything was so beautiful. St.
Mary’s starts at 9 am, which was a lot later than my old school which
started at 6 am. I noticed that students here only need to stay in school for
6 hours a day which is a lot less compared to eleven hours a day, 6 days a
week with Sunday being the only day off.
Living in Canada, I feel most excited when there is no school on PD Days
and Holidays; and really excited when there is no school due to bad
weather. People at my school and in my community are all very friendly
and helpful. Whenever I join new activities, I always have full support so
that I don’t feel lost and separated. Although, I did have a hard time
understanding that coins are real currency and people use coins to pay. In
my country, coins were removed as currency, which means I have never
seen people pay with coins. Therefore, I got confused when a cashier at Tim
Horton's, a coffee shop, gave me change in those little coins.
During my time in high school, I joined the Math Team and it helped me to
solve problems in different perspectives. I also joined the Dart team and
won first place in doubles in the Waterloo-Kitchener tournament. Also, by
the end of each semester my name was on the Academic Honour Roll and I
also got the Subject Award Certificate for Math at the end of my first year.

Colombian Short Term School Visit
WCDSB had the pleasure of hosting three schools
again from South America over the course of May:
Colegio Colombo Británico, Vermont School
Medellin, and Colegio Montessori. The students
were involved with cultural & recreational
activities, attended regular elementary classes,
and made everlasting friends and memories.
Thank you to all of our schools and staff for
making this a great experience for our new
Colombian friends!
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Model United Nations

WCDSB is committed to ensuring students are moving towards their
greatest potential to actively engage in a 21st Century world. Through
participation in Model UN programs at our five high schools, students have
had the opportunity to develop and employ 21st Century competencies such
as critical thinking, problem solving, creativity, and collaboration.
In the 2017-18 academic school year, students engaged in a series of Model
UN simulations that culminated in the WCDSB’s participation in the
Southern Ontario Model United Nations Assembly. Representing various
member states on a UN committee, students were able to practice research,
critical thinking, and communication skills and apply these competencies
by engaging with other students from across Ontario. We are excited to
continue to offer these enrichment opportunities to students in the WCDSB
and look forward to further experiences in 2018-2019.

Graduating International Students

If you are an international secondary student that is planning on graduating
this year, please contact margo.jones@wcdsb.ca. Margo will be visiting with
graduating international students at each high school to instruct them on
how to apply for their Post-Secondary Study Permits and Visa’s.

Returning Students
Tuition fees are due before the end of the school year; pay before you leave
Canada for the summer holiday’s to ensure your placement for September.

@WCDSBIntl

@WCDSBInternational
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