Director’s Farewell Message
February 29, 2012 was my last official day as Director of Education. Over the past 15 years it has
always been an honour and a privilege to lead this fine school system. When asked what I WON’T
miss I’m tempted to say the countless meetings I’ve attended over the years. However, it is the
dialogue that has been generated through those very meetings that has created many of our
initiatives -- actions that have truly focused on benefiting our students in a Christ-centred learning
environment.

Roger D. Lawler
Director of Education

“I truly believe in our vision
“Our Catholic schools ~
heart of the community,
success for each, a place
for all.” I have been
blessed in many ways and
thank staff, students,
trustees and the community
for creating a fantastic,
Christ-centred learning and
working environment. I
shall miss it”.

I take great pride in the various acts of social justice that the staff and students of this system
demonstrate on a daily basis. In so doing, they engage in responding to the needs, the pain, and
the challenges faced by our brothers and sisters of all faiths and backgrounds whether locally,
provincially, nationally or internationally. We always respond with authenticity. Thus, what gets
done is not often proclaimed from “the mountaintop”. What gets done is done with meaning,
passion, compassion and often anonymously. That is a mark of our walk with Christ. To paraphrase
St. Francis of Assisi – preach the Gospel always… use words if you have to.
I have witnessed this response often over the past 15 years. This is the meaning of shaping our
students to be discerning believers and committed members of the community. It is a lifelong
journey. I have been fortunate to have been part of a vibrant faith community that adds tremendous
value to our society. We are not the same as other educational institutions. We come from a
different philosophical basis that has a clear mission and vision -- a clear purpose. I truly believe in
our vision “Our Catholic schools ~ heart of the community, success for each, a place for all.”
I have been blessed in many ways and thank staff, students, trustees and the community for
creating a fantastic, Christ-centred learning and working environment. I shall miss it.
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Meet Acting Director, Rick Boisvert
Rick Boisvert has a long history with the WCDSB. He attended St. Agnes CES and St. David
Junior High before attending St. Jerome’s High School. After receiving an undergraduate
degree from WLU he achieved a Bachelor of Education from Brock University and later a
Masters of Education from Niagara University.

Rick Boisvert
Acting Director of Education

Rick began his teaching career with WCDSB in 1984, eventually teaching primary, junior and
intermediate classes and special education. He served as principal of four elementary schools
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and was responsible for opening St. Nicholas CES. Rick has served as a superintendent
since 2007 with responsibilities ranging from the operation of families
of schools
to parent
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engagement, special education, human resources and early learning.Foundation
Throughout his career Rick has viewed his service to Catholic education
as a Trades
vocation. He
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has always believed in the inherent value of each child and the belief
that every child is
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capable of success. Rick understands the foundational values that drive decision making
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within the WCDSB and in the coming months during this period of transition
at the most senior
leadership level Rick believes the values and vision of the organization will continue to shine.
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Trustee Profile

Message from the Board Chair

For the next few years each Community Update
newsletter will feature a profile of one member of the Board
of Trustees. This month…meet Waterloo/Wellesley trustee
Fr. Robert Hétu!!

By Manuel da Silva

Fun Fact
Fr. Robert plays goalie
in his recreational
hockey league!

Fr. Robert was born and raised in Hamilton, Ontario. He
attended École-Notre-Dame and Cathedral Boys’ High
School. After high school, Fr. Robert entered the seminary
at Resurrection College and graduated from St. Jerome’s
University. In high school and St. Peter’s Seminary in
London, newly appointed Thomas Cardinal Collins was his
teacher and professor.
Fr. Robert was ordained twenty-five years ago and was
first assigned to St. Clement’s Parish in Cambridge. He is
now Pastor of St. Clement’s Parish in St. Clements. He
also serves St. Mary’s Parish in Linwood and St. Joseph’s
Mission in Macton.
He enjoys acting in community theatre and playing tennis.
He is currently Chair of Theatre Wellesley. He also dabbles
in writing poetry and photography.

Trustee Visits to School Councils
Over the next few months members of the Board of
Trustees will be visiting school council meetings to discuss
the Board’s current enrolment pressures and to seek
parent’s views on the increasing secularization of society.
In preparation for those meetings the Board is asking
parents to consider the following three focus questions:
Contact information
for Fr. Robert
and the other members
What makes
a Catholic
of the Board of Trustees is available online at:

school “Catholic”?

www.wcdsb.ca/about/board/trustees.html

Where does the Catholic school
fit in a secular world?
In a Catholic school, what is
“untouchable” when it
comes to budgeting?
If you wish to provide feedback via email, contact
information for the Board of Trustees is located at:

www.wcdsb.ca/about/board/trustees.html
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On January 30 of this year, the Director of Education, Roger
Lawler, announced his retirement and the Board of Trustees
accepted his letter of resignation. Roger’s last day was February
29, 2012 and the Board of Trustees thanked him for fourteen years
of commitment and dedication to our system, students and staff.
In the interim, the Board of Trustees has appointed current
Associate Director, Rick Boisvert, as Acting Director of Education.
Trustees are currently going through the process of CEO
succession planning and looking at an updated job description. In
the coming months, trustees will engage in a search for a new
Director of Education.
In other news, WCDSB has begun an Accommodation Review
for South East Cambridge and the process is expected to take
one year before any recommendations will be made. Also in
Cambridge, we are in the process of selecting architects for two
projects:



A seven classroom addition at Our Lady of Fatima
CES which is scheduled to be completed for
September 2013;
A new 350 pupil place school on Guelph Avenue,
also scheduled to be completed for September 2013.
The new school will be built based on an existing
school design.

Please visit our website for updates and who to contact with
questions related to the projects. A competition to name the new
school will be launched shortly.
The Board of Trustees, Joyce Anderson, Wayne Buchholtz, Rev.
Robert Hétu, Janek Jagiellowicz, Anthony Piscitelli, Wendy Price,
Peter Reitmeier, Greg Reitzel and the student Trustees Marcus
Cardoso and Colin Whaley once again wish Roger a very happy
and long retirement. Best wishes also go out across the system to
our school communities during the Easter season.

Student Trustees Update
By Marcus Cardoso & Colin Whaley

WCDSB experienced a great tragedy when Resurrection C.S.S.
student Tamara Zapart experienced the loss of both her mother and
younger sister. Many staff and students have demonstrated their
support for this loss through prayer and attendance at the funeral
Mass.
Students have also established a trust fund in support of their friend
and more than $1200 has already been raised. Donations will
continue to be received at Westmount Funeral Home.
We keep Tami in our thoughts and prayers.

International Languages Program
By Michele Breault

Gōng Xǐ Fā Cái to the Chinese community on this prosperous Year of the
Dragon!
On Saturday January 28, 2012, more than 1,500 people celebrated the
Chinese New Year at Resurrection Catholic Secondary School.
Congratulations go to the teachers, students, parents, volunteers and the leaders of the St. Louis International
Languages Program and the Grand River Chinese School for their great success in promoting Chinese language and
culture. It has been through their commitment to high quality education and countless hours of hard work that the St. Louis
Chinese International Languages and Secondary School Credit programs have seen incredible growth at Resurrection
Catholic Secondary School on Saturdays.
The WCDSB and St Louis are proud to welcome hundreds of new students (ranging in age from three to17) every year to
this vibrant Saturday program. We have expanded to offer English as a Second Language programming for the parents
of the Chinese and neighbouring community, as well as Olympic Math and Math Contest Preparation classes for
Grades 7-10.
Within the richness of our cultural diversity in Waterloo Region it is more important today than ever to communicate with
others from around the world. Frank Smith, author of The Book of Learning and Forgetting states: “One language sets you
in a corridor of life. Two languages open every door along the way.”
For our Chinese language learners and the other 12 International Language Schools at St. Louis, may your doors open
wide!
For more information on St. Louis’ International Languages program, visit http://stlouis.wcdsb.ca/programs/il.html

Important Message from Region
of Waterloo Public Health

WCDSB EcoFACTS…
Last year we switched to 100% recycled
paper products and saved:
869 large trees
3.321 L of water
(1 Olympic pool)

48,000 kg of waste
(4 garbage trucks)

112,300 kg CO2
(yearly emissions from 38 cars)

1,400 GJ
(annual energy consumption of 13 homes)

Michele Breault is Program Manager, Partnerships & Proposals, St. Louis Adult Learning and Continuing Education Centres.
You can view a video about St. Louis at http://stlouis.wcdsb.ca/video/video.html.

