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It is hard to believe that we are into October. The new school year has been off to a productive and 
positive start. Everywhere we look we see examples of Waterloo Catholic’s People of Love creating 
miracles in big and small ways. 
 
It was a truly noteworthy start to the year, as we witnessed Mother Teresa being canonized. Our own 
school saw its name transformed to recognize its inspirational namesake, who espoused that we only 
need do small things with great love. We are blessed to have known this modern day saint in our 
lifetime. The celebration of Waterloo Catholic’s St. Teresa of Calcutta school was beautifully captured 
and celebrated as the community became the first we featured on our website – www.wcdsb.ca -- in 
our new “Featured School of the Week”.   
 
We hope you will visit our website often to see the amazing stories coming out of our various school 
communities and to gain further insight into what makes all of our schools so special.  Our website has 
other new features including our section on Why Catholic Education. Explore this area to find 
previously profiled schools and other good news stories from Waterloo Catholic. 
 

Our school year begins in Year One of our 
pastoral plan People of Love and will transition 
with the liturgical calendar to People of Hope. 
These themes will anchor our work this year, 
reminding us of who we are as a faith-filled 
community. Plan now to be part of our 
celebratory mass on November 30th with Bishop 
Crosby at St Anthony Daniel Church as we 
launch the Year of Hope.   

 

We were proud of our achievements on EQAO 
this past year, with our Board showing growth 
across most measures and remaining on par 
with and above the provincial average on all 
measures. That said – we know we can do 
better. Our Strategic Plan and our new Board 
Learning and Improvement Plan invite us to 

 

look deeply into an assessment for learning stance, to examine how both technology and the global 
competencies of critical thinking, communication and problem solving can be used more purposefully to 
achieve our learning goals. Numeracy and well-being remain key priorities, supported by a commitment 
to collaboration at all levels. 
 
So, as we continue to be buoyed by the anticipation and possibilities of a new year, while enjoying the 
season of thanks for all we have been given, we offer gratitude for everyone who contributes to our 
school communities. We are richly blessed that together we are nurturing students who will transform 
God’s world.  
 
Let us continue to work together -- staff, parents, students and community members -- to bring each 
child to their fullest potential. We do live out a remarkable mission and together we attest to all that our 
schools are:  Heart of the Community, providing Success for each and a Place for all. 
 
Yours in service and appreciation, 
 
 
 

 

Welcome Back!! 

  

  

September / 
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Happy Thanksgiving – from the 
students, staff and trustees of 

Waterloo Region’s Catholic Schools!! 

 

Loretta Notten 
Director of Education 
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“We are richly blessed 

that together we are 
nurturing students who 

will transform God’s 
world. Let us continue to 

work together, staff, 
parents, students and 

community members, to 
bring each child to their 
fullest potential. We do 
live out a remarkable 

mission and together we 
attest to all that our 

schools are: Heart of the 
Community, providing 

Success for each  
and a Place for all. 
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Meet Our New Spiritual Animator! 

 
 
 
 

 

Communication Guidelines 
As partners in education our school staff, the senior 
team and the board of trustees are always interested in 
receiving information and feedback from the community. 
It keeps us in touch with the community and helps us 
anticipate and deal effectively with any questions or 
concerns you may have. 
 

However, there may be times when you contact your 
trustee with questions or concerns and your trustee will 
refer you to our policy called “Communication 
Guidelines”. This important information is posted online: 
www.wcdsb.ca/AP_Memos/PDF/APC001.PDF. 
 

The guidelines are in place to help you resolve your 
questions or concerns quickly right there at your school. 
While under provincial legislation your trustee does not 
have the legal power to solve your issue personally they 
will certainly be a valuable resource in helping you use 
the guidelines to reach the appropriate staff person for 
assistance.  
 

The guidelines are very simple: If you have a concern 
involving your child you should first speak directly to the 
child’s teacher. If the issue remains unresolved, you 
should speak to the school Principal. If the issue 
continues to be unresolved, you should speak to the 
Superintendent of Learning for that school. Contact 
information is available at: 
 

www.wcdsb.ca/about/senior-admin.html 
 

Trustee phone numbers and email addresses are 
available on the trustee web page at:  
 

www.wcdsb.ca/about/board/trustees.html. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

By Father Fr. Toby Collins, C. R. 
 

I was happy to be asked to be the 
WCDSB’s new Spiritual 
Animator because it would allow 

me to work with some new people 
while deepening existing 
relationships with students and 
staff that developed during my 
past five years of Vocation 
Ministry. I look forward to adding 
to the long and successful legacy 
left by my Resurrectionist brothers 
Fr. Bernie Hayes, Fr. Fred 
Scinto and Fr. Joseph de 
Viveiros -- but in a new way.  My 
experience with young people 
today has led to working 
extensively in the area of social 
media.  There are simply more 
youth on the Internet than there 
are in churches on Sunday.  I 
have spent much time co-
producing videos designed to 
create a culture that prays well, 
listens to God's voice, and 
reaches out to others. 
 

For me, faith-based education 
means that we are well grounded 
in what it means to be Catholic 
within a diverse community (and 
world) that is desperate for unity 
and peace.  Pope Francis 
encourages us more and more to 
enter into dialogue with everyone 
we encounter and seek new ways 
of understanding and reaching out 
with great compassion and love.   

With his World Youth Day quotes 
such as "trade in your couch for a 
pair of shoes that will take you on 
new adventures" the Holy Father 

is calling us to leave our comfort 
zones and awaken to a world that 
is exiting, friendly, and in need of 
our presence. 
 

If I could leave you with an image 
from scripture that helps to 
underscore a prayerful, listening, 
and inclusive culture that we can 
work towards it would be Jesus 
tying a towel around his waist at 
the Last Supper.  For in this one 
act of love, obedience, and 
humility Jesus disposes himself to 
God and to neighbour in a way 
that surrenders self-importance for 
the wellbeing of a stranger.  May 
we all continue to grow in our 
ability to do the same. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Father Toby Collins, C.R., -- 
Vocations Director for  

the Congregation of the  
Resurrection -- is Spiritual 
Animator of the WCDSB. 

 

 

WCDSB Welcomes the World! 
We’re very proud to welcome students 

from exactly 100 different countries – who 

speak 99 different languages at home! 

 

 
~~ HEART OF THE COMMUNITY ~~ 

The students at St. Margaret of Scotland CES know that everyone 
is special and included in Waterloo Region’s Catholic Schools! 

http://www.wcdsb.ca/AP_Memos/PDF/APC001.PDF
http://www.wcdsb.ca/about/senior-admin.html
http://www.wcdsb.ca/about/board/trustees.html


 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

In October, 2014 a new Board of Trustees was elected 
and we were pleased to welcome Bill Conway, Amy 
Fee, Brian Schmalz and Melanie Van Alphen. Since 
then, we have been profiling each. Today…meet 
Melanie Van Alphen, Trustee for Waterloo, Woolwich 
& Wellesley… 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Melanie was born and raised in Waterloo Region where 
she attended Our Lady of Grace CES and 
Resurrection CSS before obtaining her degree in 
Psychology at Wilfrid Laurier University. 
 

Life is busy with three children, two of which attend St. 
Boniface CES in Maryhill with the third a toddler 

keeping things full of excitement.  
 

After a 14 year career at Scotiabank, Melanie decided 
to focus on being active at home and within the school 
system where she volunteered on school council, 
Strong Start and the annual school fundraiser. 
 

Melanie says: “Our Catholic schools are the heart of 
the community connecting school, home and Church 
where student and parent engagement strengthen our 
core values.  
 

Our students work hard every day to achieve 
excellence with Faith at the centre of their learning. I 
look forward to working with those in the community as 
I continue to grow in my role as Trustee”. 
 

Information about the Board of Trustees is available 
online at: 
 

www.wcdsb.ca/about/board/trustees.html 

 

 

Fun Fact 
Melanie enjoys long 
distance running and 

has participated in 
two half-marathons 

with a goal of running 
a full marathon  

in the near future. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

Message from the Board Chair 

 
On behalf of the Board of Trustees, 
I would like to welcome everyone 
back to what we hope will be a 
wonderful school year. We also 
hope that you have had a relaxing 
and exciting summer. 
 

Unfortunately, our summer got off 
to a sad start with the death of our 
good friend and fellow Trustee, 
Frank Johnson. 
 

Frank will be greatly missed around the Board table, but we 
and many across our system have many fond memories and 
were fortunate to have known and worked with him. 
 

As we started the school year, the first order of business was 
to look for an individual to fill Frank’s vacant seat. The Board 
of Trustees placed an ad across Waterloo Region to fill the 
seat and we were fortunate to receive applications from eight 
very qualified individuals. After interviewing all the candidates, 
Trustees appointed Jeanne Gravelle to the Board. Jeanne 
previously served the Board as Chair of the Special 
Education Advisory Committee (SEAC). We look forward to 

her input and contributions in our decision making. 
 

This past spring we applied to the Ontario Catholic School 
Trustees’ Association (OCSTA) to host the 2018 AGM in 
Waterloo Region and we are very excited to have been 
awarded the privilege to be able to host the event and 
showcase our school system. We look forward to the 
opportunity to share with other Boards across the province 
everything that makes WCDSB the Heart of the Community! 
 

On behalf of the Board of Trustees, Joyce Anderson, Bill 
Conway, Manuel da Silva, Amy Fee, Jeanne Gravelle, 
Wendy Price, Greg Reitzel, Brian Schmalz, Melanie Van 
Alphen and our Student Trustees Joseph De Sousa and 
Samantha Lim, we welcome everyone back to another school 

year, congratulate you for a job well done and wish you a 
wonderful year with continued success! 

Trustee Profile 

 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

http://www.wcdsb.ca/about/board/trustees.html


 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

  

  

  

Around the Region… 

 
 
 
 

 

 

 
Left: Waterloo Regional Police Chief Bryan Larkin traded hats with St. John CES 
Principal Lori Tait at the back-to-school BBQ. Above: The students and staff of 

St. Teresa (Kitchener) CES take being People of Love to heart every day! 

 

Above: The September 4th canonization of Blessed Mother 
Teresa gave the students and staff of the newly renamed St. 

Teresa of Calcutta CES a happy reason to celebrate!  
 

Right: Don’t forget to visit our re-designed website – 
www.wcdsb.ca – and check out the Featured Schools of 

the Week and Why Catholic Education portals! 

 

 

Students at St. Bernadette CES weren’t shy about 
saying “Hi” in celebrating the 10th annual Say Hi Day! 

http://www.wcdsb.ca/

