Happy Easter!!
Putting a limit on God’s love is the greatest sin.
Judas’ greatest sin was not believing God would forgive him.

Loretta Notten
Director of Education

The Easter Season is upon us and soon all around us will be reminders of God’s grace in the renewal
and beauty that surrounds us—in nature reborn and in the schools we serve. Like the blessings of a
new season, comes the promise of our spring term and all the activity it will bring. It has been a
wonderfully active and fulfilling winter. In keeping with our new Board Strategic Plan Living In Faith we
have launched a new three year Pastoral Plan and for 2016 we are embracing the theme of People of
Love, echoing the Church’s Year of Mercy and God’s call to show compassion to all whom we
encounter. Schools have embraced The Giving Tree project and we look forward to our first
culmination of that project in Catholic Education Week, where each school will contribute a branch
from their local tree to our Board Tree. At Waterloo Catholic we can be proud of all that makes us
distinct and the unique role of our Catholic schools in the larger community. Our tree will be an
exemplary symbol of the strength of that contribution.
The province has articulated its priorities and as we prepare to craft a new Board Learning
Improvement Plan we can expect to set our sights firmly on the work we are doing to cultivate
numeracy, wellbeing and collaboration in our schools. Collaboration will be relevant not only as it
applies to our students, but also to how we work and interact with one another as adults on the complex
issues facing us. In that spirit, it is a pleasure to be able to share that we have had a great many
successful student Speak Up and parent PRO Grants – allowing for voice and involvement of both
students and parents in their school communities.
French Immersion has been announced for and is coming to Our Lady of Fatima CES in Cambridge
and will be growing at St Anne’s in Kitchener and Sir Edgar Bauer in Waterloo. We are pleased by the
• St.
interest shown and anticipate that it will continue to grow in these
sites.Louis,
We haveKitchener
also begun to receive
Syrian Refugees at some of our schools and in particular to our Adult ESL and LINC programs. Our
staff have been outstanding in their efforts and their welcome.

Wishing all a blessed
& happy Easter!!

At this point I have visited all schools in the Board at least once and can safely observe that our schools
are rich, dynamic hubs of learning where our 21st Century Teaching & Learning Blueprint is
beginning to take root and having a positive impact on our learning environments.
…continued on last page

Message from the Board Chair

& Block Parents

It is definitely beginning to feel like spring! Days are getting longer and we can hear birds chirping in
the morning. As we enter our Easter celebrations, our entire system• celebrates
their individual
CatholicinSchools
communities. As individuals, we again take the time, with family and friends,
to
cherish
Foundation our traditions
and celebrate in Faith. For me, this is the first Easter as a grandfather which allows me a new
opportunity to celebrate, teach and share traditions and experiences with my grandson Maxon.

• Skilled Trades
Partnerships
On behalf of myself and all of the Trustees, Joyce Anderson, Bill Conway,
Amy Fee, Frank
Manuel da Silva
Chair of the Board

March, 2016

Johnson, Wendy Price, Greg Reitzel, Brian Schmalz, Melanie Van Alphen and our Student
•And
More…
Trustees Karen Hakim and Sebastian Monsalve, we wish you and your
families
warmer days filled
with lots of sunshine, happy occasions and a wonderful Easter.

June
2003

Easter: The Transforming Power
of God’s Love
By Fr. Joseph de Viveiros, C.R.
Just like the Advent-Christmas cycle in the liturgical year there is also
the Lent-Easter cycle -- a 90 day period that takes up a third of the year
all dedicated to the Paschal Mystery of Christ. Lent is the season for
fasting and therefore Easter is the season for feasting! We have fasted
from singing and saying “Alleluia” during Lent and therefore Easter is
the ALLELUIA season.
During Lent we are supposed to enter
into the traditional practices of prayer,
fasting and almsgiving insofar
as these practices help us to turn
away from sin and help us to grow
and become merciful like the Father
(Luke 6:36). If Lent is the time to
grow in God’s mercy then Easter
is the time to celebrate God’s mercy
and to freely share God’s mercy
with all those we encounter.
This Lent-Easter cycle is different
this year because it happens within
the context of the Jubilee Year of
Mercy! We are invited to think of
real, tangible and concrete ways to
be merciful like the Father during
Easter. How can we do this?

WCDSB Chapel

Reach out to that relative that you have been meaning to call or email!
Invite someone who is lonely or grieving for dinner! As the Risen Jesus
brings peace to his disciples, randomly say peace as a greeting or
salutation! Look for concrete ways to bring true peace to situations of
strife! Ask God for the grace to forgive those for whom we harbor anger
or resentment! Do someone else’s chores for them! Practice random
acts of kindness! Have an Easter Party! Ask God for Easter Joy and
share that joy with others! (Just scratching the surface of all the
possibilities!)
In Easter we celebrate the transforming power of God’s love and how
ultimately all situations of evil, darkness and injustice will surrender to
the abundance of God’s Mercy! Easter faith reminds us that there is no
cosmic battle happening where evil can conquer good! God has won –
Jesus is the Risen Lord!
Peace,
Fr. Joseph de Viveiros, C.R., -- Pastor of St. Francis of Assisi
Parish, Kitchener -- is Spiritual Animator of the WCDSB.

Around the Region…

The students & staff at St.
Benedict CSS collected 219
pairs of Jeans in the annual
Jeans for Teens campaign!

Students at St. Joseph CES used Pink
Shirt Day to slam the door on bullying!

Above: St. David CSS’s First Robotics Competition Team –
TeamDave #3683 – recently placed 1st among 41 teams
at the Greater Toronto Central Regional Championship.
Below: Grade 2/3 students from St. Paul CES, Canadian Martyrs CES
& St. Bernadette CES participated in a special Chicopee Ski &
Summer Resort pilot project to introduce youngsters to skiing.

Students at St. Anne (K) CES learned
the art of storytelling using totem poles.

Trustee Profile

WCDSB Annual Awards

In October, 2014 a new Board of Trustees was elected and we
were pleased to welcome Bill Conway, Amy Fee, Brian
Schmalz and Melanie Van Alphen. In this issue we continue
profiling each. Today…meet Amy Fee, Trustee for Kitchener /
j
Wilmot…

Nominations are open for the annual WCDSB Distinguished
Graduate, Community Partner & Chair’s Awards.

o
i
Amy used to be a news anchor and
n
sports reporter. One of her favourite
e
experiences was covering the 2004
d
Grey Cup in Ottawa for News
1130/Vancouver. Sadly, the BC Lions
m
lost that game to the Toronto
a
Argonauts. Not the best outcome
n
when you’re filing live reports
y
back to the losing team’s city!
o
Amy has been an advocate of helping children reach their full
t dating back to her own childhood. She grew up the
potential
h daughter of a Catholic elementary school teacher. All
youngest
four ofeher children attend St. Kateri Tekakwitha CES in
Kitchener.
r
W
Amy isChonoured to have been elected as one of the WCDSB’s
new Trustees! She is passionate about special education, and is
D
working towards improving communication between the board
S
and families.
B
Amy issalso on the Board of Directors at Facile Waterloo
Region
c – a non-profit agency that supports people with
disabilities
h in planning the life they want in our community.
o
Information about the Board of Trustees is available online at:
o
www.wcdsb.ca/about/board/trustees.html
l
s
a
n
d
Similarly,
a in a recent Town Hall with students, they
shareddwith me the value they place on a caring adult
presence in their school experience. They also
m
commented on the prevalence of athletics in our schools
and wei are all witness to the great success we enjoy in a
varietynof sports. We will continue to examine the ways
t. our students and nurture their love of and
we involve
comfort
A in their home away from home.
As we genter Spring, may you find time to be nourished
a
and energized
by the warmth and rebirth that is
characteristic
of the season. Our schools are true
t
communities
of Faith that celebrate the promise and
h
glory ofa the Gospel each and every day. In this season

Fun Fact
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when we remember the passion, death and resurrection
of our Lord, may you find time to rest and celebrate with
those closest to you.
Wishing you the blessings and great joy of the Easter
Season – may your minds be free of worry and your
hearts full with hope.

The Distinguished Graduate Award was established in
2005 under the Board’s “Celebration of Excellence” policy. It
is presented annually to a graduate of 10 or more years from
Waterloo Region’s Catholic Schools who has provided an
outstanding example of the Ontario Catholic School
Graduate Expectations in action. The award is presented at
the graduation exercises of the recipient’s secondary school
or another appropriate public venue.
The Chair’s Award is presented to a person (or group of
people) in the school system who has contributed
significantly to Catholic Education. It is given annually in
recognition of outstanding contributions made in serving the
students, staff and greater community of Waterloo Region
and/or to the betterment of Catholic Education in Ontario in
general.
The Community Partner Award is presented annually in
recognition of outstanding contributions made to Waterloo
Region’s Catholic Schools by a community partner or agency
serving the students, staff and greater community of
Waterloo Region.
To make a nomination please email:
barb.pilsner@wcdsb.ca
For a list of past recipients please visit:
www.wcdsb.ca/about/awards/awards.html

