Merry Christmas!!
“By the tender mercy of God, the dawn will break upon us, to give light to those who sit in
darkness and in the shadow of death, to guide our feet into the way of peace.”
It is hard to believe that we already find ourselves in the season of Advent, but we are now eagerly
journeying in anticipation and hope toward the manger. In our schools and in our homes all our
time and symbols turn to Christmas. Our faith would signal that it should be a season characterized
by humble waiting and by gratitude. The lived reality is sometimes quite different.
Loretta Notten
Director of Education
“Waterloo Catholic is “Heart of
the Community” because as
members of our board, we
believe that we can and do
create “Success for each
and a place for all”.

We find ourselves stretched thin and often caught up in the very busyness of the season. We are
invited to pause and take stock, and in that spirit I would like to reflect on the past few months. It
has been an absolute joy to be welcomed into the Waterloo Catholic family and to witness firsthand the exceptional learning occurring across our system. In visiting our schools I have met many
of our staff, as well as our students. When staff or students are asked to reflect on the strength of
our system or on what makes their school special, the common ingredient is clear – our faith and
our people. Waterloo Catholic is “Heart of the Community” because as members of our board,
we believe that we can and do create “Success for each and a place for all”.
Over the fall months we have experienced some significant events, among them the good news
that we have received funding for two new building projects at St Brigid CES and St Vincent de
Paul CES. We have approved a third French Immersion site at Our Lady of Fatima CES. I was
pleased to attend festivities at a number of our schools celebrating significant milestones.
Congratulations to St. David CSS and St Daniel CES celebrating 50 years of Catholic Education
and St. Margaret CES and Resurrection CSS celebrating 25 years.
…continued on page 2

Message from the Board Chair

• St. Louis, Kitchener

What a wonderful time of year as we celebrate with family and friends. Across our system
students and staff are able to celebrate the gift of Christmas, with their school and parish
communities. There have been numerous Christmas lunches, plays and opportunities to
celebrate in song and always in faith and prayer. We are truly blessed and privileged to be able
to experience, in faith, many celebrations throughout the school year.
As a Board of Trustees we wish and pray that as you and your families enter the Christmas
season you are able to celebrate in happiness and joy. We also remember those in our
communities that are less fortunate and may be experiencing hardship and suffering. May we all
be able to offer support and find opportunities to help those in need.
Manuel da Silva
Chair of the Board

On behalf of myself and all of the Trustees, Joyce Anderson, Bill Conway, Amy Fee, Frank
& Block Parents
Johnson, Wendy Price, Greg Reitzel, Brian Schmalz, Melanie Van Alphen and our Student
Trustees Karen Hakim and Sebastian Monsalve, we wish you and your families a wonderful
• Catholic Schools
and joyful Christmas.

Foundation

• Skilled Trades
Partnerships

Wishing all a blessed
Advent & Merry Christmas!!

December, 2015

On December 8, 2015 Manuel da Silva (Cambridge/North
Dumfries)
•And
More…was reelected Chair of the Board and Joyce Anderson
(Kitchener/Wilmot) was re-elected Vice Chair of the Board.
For information about the Board of Trustees visit:

www.wcdsb.ca/about/board/trustees.html
June
2003

WCDSB Welcomes Refugees!

Special Blessing for Resurrection CSS
On Oct. 23 Bishop Douglas Crosby, along with members of
the Congregation of the Resurrection, celebrated a special
Mass to mark the 25th Anniversary of Resurrection CSS. The
school – which replaced St. Jerome’s High School in 1990
was named for the Resurrectionists.

Director’s Message Continued…
Almost a full year after consultation began, this month
we were pleased to finalize our new Multi-Year
Strategic Plan Living in Faith, which will guide us
and provide direction for the next three years. We
embrace our new Pastoral Plan of Love, Hope and
Faith, which will connect all our communities in the
Pascal mystery and our distinctness as Catholic faithbased schools. Students will be encouraged on their
path toward the fulfillment of global competencies, as
we nurture student self-direction and inquiry based
learning across our system.
We are continuing to see strides in our student
achievement indicators but also in those that map to
student well-being. The work on our Student Mental
Health Initiative is strongly in evidence across the
system as is a culture of high expectations. I invite all
staff to embrace that even further. We should be
humbled that parents send us their most precious
children and it is in this spirit that we strive to achieve
the very best outcome for each one. We have so
much to celebrate and we should do so whenever
and wherever we can. Let us continue to see
potential and encourage it in every child, helping
them to believe in the possible.
So let me end where I began – in gratitude. Our
system is both diverse and rich. There is a breadth
and depth of talent that is inspiring. Thank you for the
warm welcome you have afforded me as your new
Director. Enjoy the upcoming time with family – it is
to be treasured. Let us quiet our hearts and open our
minds to the joy that is Christmas, to the simple
pleasures that delight and to the miracles of the
season. On behalf of the senior team, may each of
you encounter the love of the Christ Child now and
throughout the coming year.

The COPE Course pilot project currently taking place at St.
Mary’s H.S. is part of WCDSB’s Mental Health & Wellness
Strategy. The course is designed to support students by
teaching healthy coping strategies and resiliency both inside and
outside the school setting. Students learn how to express
emotions and feelings and connect with staff to create
relationships that are supportive, caring and sustainable.
Activities may include community speakers highlighting
information on positive mental health and community supports,
Christian Meditation, assignments pertaining to social and
emotional learning, exercise, nutrition, pet therapy
and – a favourite -- therapeutic horseback riding!

Our Schools: Heart of the Community…!

In October, Resurrection CSS student
Karley George was named Oktoberfest
Woman of the Year (Young Adult). Karley - who founded the "Be a Buddy Club" at
Resurrection to promote healthy, equal
relationships with children who have special
needs and last year wrote and directed the
play "Fools Paradise" – received her award
from Kitchener Fire Chief Jon Rehill and
KFD Captain Stacey Hemstock.

On October 22 Kitchener Mayor Berry Vrbanovic (a former St. Daniel CES
student) helped St. Daniel Principal Gerald Foran cut the school’s special
50th Anniversary cake. Looking on at right is Kitchener Coun. Scott Davey
(also a former St. Daniel student) and Kitchener Coun. Dave Schnider (left).

SOME PHOTOS DON’T NEED CAPTIONS!

Earlier this fall, Fr. Fred Scinto, C.R.
retired as WCDSB’s Spiritual Animator
after many years of dedicated and faithful
service to our staff and students. A
special gathering was held in Fr. Fred’s
honour at which Superintendent Derek
Haime presented him with a special
token of appreciation.

ABOVE: St. Teresa (K) CES students Anthony, Chloe, Anrie and Mary had
fun at the Kitchener Market meeting Miss Oktoberfest Holly Pearson.
Meanwhile, students at Canadian Martyrs CES found just
enough snow in the mild weather to build a new friend!

O CANADA
In early December the St. Kateri
Tekakwitha CES school choir was
honoured to sing the national anthem
at a Kitchener Rangers game

The ‘Presence’ of Jesus
By Father Fr. Joseph de Viveiros, C. R.

The Advent-Christmas cycle in the liturgical year has
to do primarily with the presence of Jesus Christ -past, present and future -- and so this liturgical time is
divided up into three parts.
The first part of Advent (1st Sunday of Advent to
December 16) deals with the future coming of Christ.
It boldly announces Christ’s second coming and
encourages us to be awake, alert and prepared for
“the Day of the Lord”. The readings at Mass are
identical to those of the end of the liturgical year and
so the spiraling of liturgical time unfolds.
The second part of Advent (December 17 to
December 24) deals with the past presence of Jesus.
It deals with Christ’s first coming among us by the
power of the Holy Spirit and with Joseph and Mary’s
cooperation in God’s plan. This is really the time to
celebrate and remember his past birth among us.

WCDSB: Come Experience the Difference a
Catholic Education Makes!!
One of the most important factors setting Waterloo Region’s Catholic
Schools apart and allowing our students to add so much extra value to
the community are the Ontario Catholic School Graduate
Expectations. Long before the government made “character education”
mandatory each and every WCDSB graduate has been trained to be:
A discerning believer formed in the Catholic faith community who
celebrates the signs and sacred mysteries of God’s presence
through word, sacrament, prayer, forgiveness, reflection and moral
living;
An effective communicator who speaks, writes and listens
honestly and sensitively, responding critically in light of gospel
values;
A reflective, creative and holistic thinker who solves problems
and makes responsible decisions with an informed moral
conscience for the common good;

The third part of the cycle (Christmas Eve until the
Baptism of our Lord) deals with the present reality of
Christ in our midst today! The Christmas season is
not primarily about the past event of his birth, as most
unfortunately believe it is; this season is primarily
about “Emmanuel”, which means: God With Us!
Even though the secular world will be finished with
Christmas by Christmas Day, as Christians we focus
our attention upon the fact that the child once born in
Bethlehem IS STILL AMONG US NOW!
May we heed his future coming and be prepared!
May we celebrate his first coming amongst us! May
we BE and SEE his presence for one another!
I pray that Emmanuel will bless you and yours with his
special gifts of faith hope and love, now and in the
upcoming year! Peace!
Fr. Joseph de Viveiros, C.R., -- Pastor of St. Francis
of Assisi Parish, Kitchener -- is Spiritual Animator of
the WCDSB.

A self-directed, responsible, life-long learner who develops and
demonstrates his/her God-given potential;
A collaborative contributor who finds meaning, dignity and
vocation in work which respects the rights of all and contributes to
the common good;
A caring family member who attends to family, school, parish, and
the wider community;
A responsible citizen who gives witness to Catholic social teaching
by promoting peace, justice and the sacredness of human life.

Don't forget to follow
WCDSB on Twitter:
@WCDSBNewswire
#WCDSBAwesome

Contact your local Catholic elementary or secondary school today!

www.wcdsb.ca/schools/schools.html

