Merry Christmas!!
On my recent visits to schools I’ve noticed the sense of the approaching Christmas season has
embraced all of our elementary and secondary schools. The Advent season helps guide and focus
all Catholics on the true meaning of Christmas.
The Advent season is characterized by an overwhelming sense of anticipation and a spirit of joy,
love and giving. Family, friends and colleagues unite to celebrate the arrival of the Christ child, our
Lord and Saviour, Jesus Christ.
Larry Clifford
Director of Education

It is my wish that all of you have an opportunity to relax, refresh and reflect on the blessings that we
have been given as Catholic students, educators and community members in Waterloo Region.

“It is my wish that all of you
have an opportunity to relax,
refresh and reflect on the
blessings that we have been
given as Catholic students,
educators and community
members in Waterloo Region”.

Please also take the time to be concerned and considerate to those who struggle at this time of
year. Christmas can provide challenges for those who “grieve over the loss of a loved one, those
who have relationship concerns with family members who struggle to connect with the idea of love
and caring, financial stress, secular consumerism, struggles with faith and the relationship that God
has amongst the commercialization of Christmas…” www.psychologytoday.com

.”

Please support those who struggle during the Christmas season with the gifts of time, active
listening, professional support, charity work and genuineness.
In closing may God grant you and yours peace, love, joy and prosperity in the new year of 2014.
God bless!

• St. Louis, Kitchener

Message from the Board Chair
On behalf of the Board of Trustees, Joyce Anderson, Manuel da Silva, Janek Jagiellowicz,
Frank Johnson, Anthony Piscitelli, Wendy Price, Peter Reitmeier, Greg Reitzel and our
Student Trustees Alexandru Gheorghe and Carlos Valero, I would like to extend to our
students, staff and families all best wishes for a very Merry Christmas and a restful and
relaxing holiday break!
May one and all experience the joy of Christ among families and friends.
Wayne Buchholtz
Chair of the Board

God bless all of you!

& Block Parents
• Catholic Schools

On December 2, 2013 Wayne Buchholtz (Kitchener/Wilmot)
Foundation was
re-elected Chair of the Board and Peter Reitmeier
• Skilled
(Cambridge/North Dumfries) was elected Vice
Chair ofTrades
the Board.

Partnerships

For information about the Board of Trustees visit:

•And More…

Wishing all a blessed
Advent & Merry Christmas!!

December, 2013

www.wcdsb.ca/about/board/trustees.html
June
2003

Getting Ready for High School?
Are you getting ready to attend a Catholic Secondary School?
St. Louis Adult Learning & Continuing Education can enhance
your learning and prepare Grades 7 & 8 students for a GREAT
experience through the following excellent programs!

Saying Hi !!
On Nov. 24 Regional Chair Ken Seiling & WCDSB Chief
Managing Officer John Shewchuk presented the Say Hi
Day “Connected School” Award to Principal Mark
Godin and the students of St. Joseph CES.

Cooking for a Cause!
Soup Sisters is a non-profit charitable social
enterprise dedicated to providing comfort to women,
children and youth through the making, sharing and
donating of soup. In November the Board of Trustees
(photos below) volunteered to make soup for Marillac
Place, ROOF and Women’s Crisis Services of
Waterloo Region. For more information visit:
www.soupsisters.org

See You at Grade 8 Parent Information Nights!

Saturday Skills Builder – Saturdays until April, 2014
Certified teachers on Saturdays will teach what your day school
teachers are already covering, but with small class sizes (10:1).
You’ll get extra instruction time and attention in a high school setting.
Registration required – FREE

Summer Skills Builder – July 7-18, 2014
Take the morning (8:30-12:30) to work on the math, reading, writing
& computer skills you still struggle with and then your afternoons are
free. Our fun and engaging teachers will prepare you even more with
learning strategies, problem solving skills and better study habits so
you can succeed in high school. Registration required – FREE

Get a HeadStart -- August 21, 22/ 25, 26, 2014
“THE” orientation program to be a part of! Offered ONLY at all
five WCDSB secondary schools, this program is not just for students
who are anxious about going to high school (or their anxious
parents), this program is to help you get excited and be prepared for
those first few weeks/months. With small group sessions (10:1),
you’ll make new friends, meet student and school leaders, connect
with some dynamic teachers, get organized, get to know the culture
of your new school, find your locker, get your timetable early and
even have time for spiritual reflection on your new journey ahead.
HeadStart is worth planning your summer holidays around!
Registration required – FREE

Homework Clubs 2013-2014
Certified teachers at our Catholic Elementary and Secondary schools
offer before or after-school literacy and numeracy support to any
Grade 7-10 students looking for assistance in understanding and/or
completing tasks and assignments. As students strive to balance
school, social, and extra-curricular demands, having valuable
resources and supports available for FREE -- outside of regular
instructional hours -- adds to improved learning and success.

~~ DID YOU KNOW ~~
Waterloo Region’s Catholic Schools and
administrative sites raised $418,000 for
various charities in 2012-13! This brings us
to more than $5 million raised
for charities since 1998!!

http://stlouis.wcdsb.ca/programs

Getting in the Christmas Spirit…

On November 16 WCDSB entered floats
in both the Cambridge and KitchenerWaterloo Santa Claus Parades.
The floats -- created by St. Don Bosco
students under teacher Dave Seguin -featured students & staff from Monsignor
Haller CES and St. Michael CES (who
were both joined by Director of Education
Larry Clifford, complete with elf hat!). Our
parade message was one of “Peace on
Earth”. Msgr. Doyle CSS & Resurrection
CSS also had floats. Thanks to all who
helped make this special day happen!

THINK … & End Cyber-bullying!!
Last November St. Mary’s High School and the Waterloo Region Crime
Prevention Council joined forces to launch Project THINK and the Band
Together to End Bullying initiative.
This year – to kick off Bullying Awareness Week – the THINK campaign
was launched in all WCDSB and WRDSB schools (170 schools in all!).
The THINK initiative encourages people of all ages and backgrounds to ask
the following questions before they text, tweet, email or post to Facebook and
other social media:
Is it TRUE

/ Is it HELPFUL / Is it INSPIRING /
Is it NECESSARY / Is it KIND

To help reinforce this important message, on November 18th more than
40,000 Grade 7 to 12 students across the Region received a blue elastic
band to wrap around their cell phone as a reminder to THINK first and
“Band Together” to create awareness and end bullying. Blue is a
recognized colour symbolizing anti-bullying.

www.preventingcrime.ca/think
@preventingcrime
(L to R) Msgr. Doyle CSS students
Alex Goodall, Alexys Laur & Madi
Brown had a blast while helping the
school raise $1,500 for cancer research
on “Toonies for Terry Sports Day”!

Don't forget to follow
WCDSB on Twitter:
@WCDSBNewswire
#WCDSBAwesome

On Nov. 13 Holy Rosary CES invited grades 6 – 8
students to come out in the evening and watch the
movie “Bully”. More than 100 students and parents
from Holy Rosary and other Resurrection family
elementary schools attended. (L to R) Amanda
Julling & Jessica Rice keep the message going!

Hurray for Advent!!
By Fr. Fred Scinto, C.R.

We are presently in the Season of Advent - such a
wonderful season for Christians who are serious
about their Faith and deepening their relationship
with our Saviour, the Lord Jesus Christ. Advent
usually gets squeezed out by all the commercialism
around us, trying to separate us from our money for
things we really don’t need; it also gets squeezed
out by all the preparations we undergo for
Christmas Day and the hectic pace of December.
The tragedy is that Advent pays the price and for
many of us it practically disappears.
Advent is joyful and liberating and peace-giving
because it puts the focus on Christ, particularly His
comings to us to be with us and to help us on our
life journeys. We take a moment to consider each
of His comings. In Advent we recall Christ’s coming
to us in the flesh historically in the past: for this we
need to say “Thank you, Lord.” Christ came to us
because He hungers to be with us. In Advent we
also look to the future when Christ will come again
in His full glory at the end of time; for this we need
to say, “Please, Lord! Help me share the
fullness of eternal life when You come again.”
And lastly in Advent, we look to the present where
Christ comes to us in so many ways, such as
through the love of others, the joys of family,
prayer, the Eucharist and the sacraments, making
quiet time to listen for and to Him (because He
does not come to us and shouts and yells to us to
mark His presence – He whispers). For this we
need to say, “Please, Lord! Make me sensitive to
all the ways you come to me in the present so
that I do not miss your loving comings to me
now.”
There it is! Worth celebrating! Please make some
time to slow down and pray about your life (and the
lives of those you love) throughout this beautiful
Season of Advent. And may God bless you and
yours in a very special way when you do so. Amen.
Father Fred Scinto, C.R., of the Resurrection
Centre for Lifelong Learning, is Spiritual Animator
of the WCDSB.

WCDSB: Come Experience the Difference a
Catholic Education Makes!!
One of the most important factors setting Waterloo Region’s Catholic
Schools apart and allowing our students to add so much extra value to
the community are the Ontario Catholic School Graduate Expectations.
Long before the government made “character education” mandatory
each and every WCDSB graduate has been trained to be:
A discerning believer formed in the Catholic faith community who
celebrates the signs and sacred mysteries of God’s presence
through word, sacrament, prayer, forgiveness, reflection and moral
living;
An effective communicator who speaks, writes and listens
honestly and sensitively, responding critically in light of gospel
values;
A reflective, creative and holistic thinker who solves problems
and makes responsible decisions with an informed moral
conscience for the common good;

A self-directed, responsible, life-long learner who develops and
demonstrates his/her God-given potential;
A collaborative contributor who finds meaning, dignity and
vocation in work which respects the rights of all and contributes to
the common good;
A caring family member who attends to family, school, parish, and
the wider community;
A responsible citizen who gives witness to Catholic social teaching
by promoting peace, justice and the sacredness of human life.
Contact your local Catholic elementary or secondary school today!

Students from St. Teresa CES in Kitchener
were primed & ready for WE Day on Nov. 20!

www.wcdsb.ca/schools/schools.html

