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Date Public comments and questions Planning answers 
March 1 Thank you for your response.  The vast majority 

of the area that is being proposed to move is no 
longer under development so I'm not sure why 
that particular area was singled out given that 
there are current students living there and it is 
so geographically close to the school 
itself.  When looking at the map and the 
numbers, it's difficult to see the logic in the 
current proposal and grandfathering current 
students is a better choice but not without issue. 
If transportation eligibility were effected it would 
create issues for some students in that area and 
it still causes general disruption in the 
community and a very confusing boundary set-
up. I was of the opinion that choosing a Catholic 
education for my children would result in then 
being part of a tight knit community that is both 
faith driven and child-centered however I can't 
help but admit that I'm questioning my 
decision.   
 
My husband and I plan on attending the meeting 
this week and are hopeful that some more 
logical and compassionate solutions are tabled 
at that time. 

 

Good afternoon, 
 
Thank you for your comments. They 
will be shared with the Boundary 
Review Committee, the Board of 
Trustees, and posted on our website 
prior to any decision. 
 
At the last BRC meeting, it was 
explained that there would be 
approximately 25 students in unbuilt 
units in the BRC proposed area to 
be bussed to St. Daniel. Additionally 
new families in turn-over ownership 
homes in this area would also be 
bussed to St. Daniel. 
 
Providing transportation for children 
who would be grandfathered into 
SJPII will be discussed tonight at St. 
Daniel School (6-8PM). The BRC 
proposed option may change and 
no decision is final until the Board of 
Trustees meeting on April 25, 2016. 
 
Thank-you. 
 

 
Mar 3 Good Morning Wendy, 

 
my point in sending the one that is not in the 
BRC proposed option was to show that the first 
option (map) being bussed to St.Daniels was 9 
minutes from school, and the second was 
showing that someone 38 minutes away were 
going to be allowed in the boundary of Saint 
Pope John Paul.  My thinking is that the 
proximity of the first address does not make 
sense to have them bussed out of their 
community and sent to another school. 

 

Good morning, 
 
We will include this comment you 
just sent as it explains the maps and 
it will be posted in the next round of 
comments. However, it is not our 
practice to include extra 
attachments to the comments such 
as maps. We will print a copy of the 
maps and bring them to the BRC 
meeting tonight in case they ask to 
see the maps.  
 
Thank-you. Let me know if you have 
any questions.  

 
Mar 3 Dear Planning Committee and Trustees, 

 
My family and I live on Deer Creek Street, which 
is now the area that is proposed to have 

Good afternoon, 
 
Thank you for your comments. They 
will be shared with the Boundary 
Review Committee, the Board of 
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students on this street bused to St. Daniel 
School. 
 
We are in shock and complete disbelief.  
 
We built our house two years ago intentionally 
so that we could further our childrens healthy 
lifestyles by having them walk to school. Having 
our children walk to school is a very important 
priority in our household and never would we 
think that we would not have this opportunity by 
living 1.2 km away from a school. 
 
My husband currently walks our JK daughter to 
SJPII. Our younger daughter will be in JK Sept 
2016 and it was our intention he would walk 
both girls everyday. 
 
We are seriously considering our options of 
changing to a public school that our daughters 
can walk to. 
 
Additionally, my daughters cousins live a few 
streets away from us and attend SJPII. It is so 
unfortunate that cousins who live in the same 
neighborhood could possibly not attend the 
same school. 
 
Regards.  
 

Trustees, and posted on our website 
prior to any decision.  
                               
Please note that all aspects of the 
BRC proposed option will be further 
discussed tonight at the BRC 
meeting#4 at St. Daniel School. No 
decision has been made about this 
or any other option presented to 
date, and no decision is final until 
April 25, 2016 when the Board of 
Trustees will make their decision.   
We encourage you to stay actively 
informed. 
 

Mar 3 To the Planning Committee; 
 
My name is Rebecca Hlavac and my  family and 
I live on Valebrook Street in Kitchener. 
I have two children (8 and 5) and they both 
attend St. John Paul II School.  
I have to say that I am extremely disappointed 
and frustrated that our neighbourhood is now 
being proposed to have our children bused to 
St. Daniel's School. 
If you have taken the time to visit our 
neighbourhood, you would see a great group of 
families that attend St. John Paul school that are 
able to walk to and from school on a daily basis. 
We have been in our house for 5 years, much 
like a lot of our neighbours and friends. 
Quite a few of our friends have either younger 
siblings that will be attending school or have a 
new family that will hope to join their friends in 
the walk to school in a few years. 

Good afternoon, 
 
Thank you for your comments. They 
will be shared with the Boundary 
Review Committee, the Board of 
Trustees, and posted on our website 
prior to any decision. 
 
The current BRC proposed option is 
the culmination of the BRC work to 
date and is subject to change at any 
time. There will be further 
discussion about this option and 
potential revisions and/or changes 
at the meeting at St. Daniel 
Elementary School tonight from 6-
8PM. We encourage you to stay 
involved in the SJPII Boundary 
Review process as no decision is 
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If I was planning on having another child, would 
they have to attend St. Daniel's and my other 
children attend St. John Paul?! There would be 
no logistical way to divide my children in two 
different directions and I know other families 
have this same concern. 
We do have a public school in walking distance 
as well, and if this proposal was approved, I 
would not attend St. Daniels, I would switch to 
the public board in a heartbeat much to my 
disappointment in the catholic board. 
When the proposal went out to move the 
Idelwood community, I had the opportunity to 
sign a petition for friends that are in the 
Idlewood community so they will not have to 
attend St. Daniels, and I think that it is only fair 
that our community gets the same respect and 
given a chance to fight for what we believe in. 
We want St. John Paul II School to flourish and 
be a great school and in doing this, you are in a 
way pitting the communities against each other. 
These families have grown up together and 
have become great friends and the only reason 
you are moving families is so St. Daniels can try 
to get funding for their school?! You are 
manipulating the lives of our children and 
families in exchange for money and  that is 
simply wrong. 
Both schools are over populated which we 
understand is a concern, but moving one group 
from an overpopulated school to another is not 
the answer. 
 
I ask you to please reconsider these proposals 
and leave our kids alone. They do not deserve 
to be pawns in a matter of trying to get funding. 
If you need to split up the lunch break times or 
remove the busing from our community, that is 
one thing, but I beg you as a mother to not move 
our children. 
 
Thank you, 
 

final until the April 25, 2016 Board of 
Trustee meeting. 
 
Please note that the petition you are 
referring to was organized by 
parents at SJPII and not the school 
board.  
 
 

Mar 3 Please see my attached letter for consideration 
regarding concerns about the recent proposal to 
the boundary for SJPII. 
 
Regards, 
 
 

Good afternoon, 
 
Thank you for your letter it will be 
shared with the Boundary Review 
Committee, the Board of Trustees, 
and posted on our website prior to 
any decision. 
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The current BRC proposed option is 
the culmination of the BRC work to 
date and is subject to change at any 
time. 
 
There will be further discussion 
about this option and potential 
revisions and/or changes at the 
meeting at St. Daniel Elementary 
School tonight from 6-8PM. We 
encourage you to stay involved in 
the SJPII Boundary Review process 
as no decision is final until the April 
25, 2016 Board of Trustees 
meeting. 
 
Thank-you. 
 

 



Wednesday, March 2nd, 2016 

 

To Planning Committee and Honoured Trustees, 

 

Our family is located on Deer Creek street exactly one kilometre from St. John Paul II and my son (grade 

5) currently walks home from school.  My family was shocked and saddened by the BRC’s decision to put 

forth a new (and never before released option) to move families in my neighbourhood to St. Daniel’s.   

 

Under this new proposal, students who are living directly in the vicinity of the school would be bussed to 

St. Daniel’s, literally passing buses bringing children from the neighbouring communities to St. John Paul 

II.  I question the logic in putting children on a bus when they can walk to a Catholic school minutes from 

their home. Furthermore, school bell times were adjusted across the city to save one million dollars a 

few years ago and this new proposal suggests paying for an additional bus to take kids to St. Daniel.   We 

urge this committee to reconsider placing our children on a bus and spending money unnecessarily. 

 

Finally, there has been talk about grandfathering current children of St. John Paull II to keep the 

community together.   Under this new plan, it is unclear to us if children from the same family who do 

not attend school yet will be allowed to attend the school their siblings do.  The school community 

includes more than the children attending it.  It includes their parents, brothers and sisters and 

grandparents who attend school functions and see the learning that it is taking place.  For siblings who 

have not yet entered the school system, they become engaged and excited when they see what their 

older brother or sister is doing and look forward to becoming a member of the St. John Paul school 

community.  It will make life difficult for families to have their children enrolled at different schools with 

different school cultures.  Parents have come to understand the expectations for St. John Paul and to 

ask them to learn the expectations of another school and keep this clear (i.e., pizza days, meet-the-

parent, mission day, candy grams, etc.) during their busy lives will lead to confusion for them.  

Therefore, moving forward, the term “grandfathering”must include the entire family. 

 

 

Sincerely, 

 

 

 

Mark Thirtle and Family 

        

Wendy deGomez
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Wendy deGomez
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