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ST. BONIFACE PUBLIC CONSULTATION PROCESS 
Public Consultation Session #1 

March 20, 2013 
 

QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS 
 
1. “Historically speaking the Catholic District School Board in Waterloo Region, throughout 

Ontario and Canada have been experiencing a downward trend when it comes to Student 
yields. Other than the fact a new school being built in Breslau, what other strategies will the 
school board use to increase enrollment (attract new students)? With the increasing 
diversity of cultures/religions in our region, will the School Board be open to the idea of 
allowing non‐Catholics to attend the school to get enrollment up and to increase the overall 
diversity within our school?” 
 
Currently, our policy for elementary students is that the child or one of the parents must 
be baptized Catholic. Changes to this policy are not being considered at this time. Catholic 
secondary schools are open access which means that students of all faiths may attend. 
 

2. “What are the School Board's plans/options with the existing Maryhill school & property? 
Has the Board been approached by any interested buyers/renters?” 
 
No decision has been made regarding the closure of St. Boniface in Maryhill. Therefore no 
plans have been developed regarding the after‐use of this property. If a decision is made 
to relocate to Breslau then the Board will need to make a decision to sell or keep the 
Maryhill building and land. If a decision is made to sell, the board is required under the 
Education Act to first offer the property to other education and government agencies 
prior to selling on the open market. 
 

3. “Does the student's choice of high school change as a result of the school relocating to 
Breslau? Or is this be based on the student's residence, regardless of where the new school 
is located?” 
 
The decision to remain in Maryhill or relocate to Breslau does not affect secondary school 
boundaries.  
 

4. “The website indicates a commitment that no student will be on the bus no longer than one 
hour? If the school is built in Breslau, then what is the expected travel time from: 
Conestogo? West Montrose? Maryhill? Breslau?” 
 
School bus routing and travel times have not been determined. They will depend on how 
students are distributed across the boundary. This could change on an annual basis 
regardless of the school’s location. 
 
 



     

 
5. “Is there an action plan to fill in the void in Maryhill should the school be relocated outside 

of community? In particular, how it will impact the relationship with the church, the 
residents (especially the nursing home) and the overall community?  Does the School Board 
plan to continue to have ties with the Maryhill community in the future or will it dissolve 
over time, as the focus shifts to Breslau?” 
 
If the decision is to relocate to Breslau, the school board will continue to serve the 
Maryhill community by providing the same quality Catholic education for its students at a 
different location. See response to Question 2 regarding the land and building. 
 

6. “Is it true that in this diocese, other school closures have been determined by proximity to 
the local church ‐ meaning that those close to the church are deemed a priority to keep 
open?” 
 
The proximity to the Church is an important factor that will be taken into consideration; 
however, it is not the determining factor. 
 

7. “Would you happen to know whether the property taxes would increase if the school was 
relocated to Breslau from Maryhill?” 
 
School boards do not have control over property taxes. Therefore, it is unknown whether 
property taxes would be affected. 
 

8. “Are there any proposed sites yet for the new school, whether it is in Maryhill or Breslau” 
 
If the decision is to remain in Maryhill, the school will remain in the existing building on 
the existing site. No school site has yet been identified in Breslau. WCDSB has identified a 
couple of site options through the Breslau Secondary Plan process. 

 
Contact Information: 
Email: planning@wcdsb.ca / Tel: (519) 578‐3660 ext. 2359 / Fax: (519) 884‐6635 
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ST. BONIFACE PUBLIC CONSULTATION PROCESS 
Public Consultation Session #1 

March 20, 2013 
 

QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS 
 

1. Q) The press release stated that funding was received for the “Maryhill/Breslau” area 
and now the funding is specific to Breslau? How and when did that change? 
 
A) We obtained clarification from the Ministry of Education and the funding is specific 
to Breslau. 
 

2. Q) Will the April 10th recommendations be posted early for the public to review and 
digest before the meeting? 
 
A) We will do our best but the meeting is in 3 weeks so won’t have as much notice as 
the first meeting. 
 

3. Q) For the Board meetings, when will the staff report be available to the public? 
 
A) The staff report will be released the Friday before the meeting. 
 

4. Q) What if we build a new school on the Maryhill site? How long will it take for us to 
know if funding is approved? 
 
A) The previous decision took approximately 9 months but the timeframe varies from 
year to year. Typically it doesn’t take that long. 
 

5. Q) Various potential school sites in Breslau were mentioned, do we have funding for 
that as well? 
 
A) The funding is specific to build the school. The site would be purchased through 
Education Development Charges and Board reserves.  
 

6. Q) What about servicing in Breslau? 
 
A) The Township is aware that we are looking for a school site so servicing should not 
be an issue. 
 

7. Q) What about the relationship between the Church and the School? 
 
A) This is a priority for all of our schools. Something can be worked out; for example, 
the students can be bussed to the Church for masses. 
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8. Q) There are 5 masses a year, who will pay for the bussing if the school is moved to 
Breslau? Parent council already pays for bussing to other events. Also, students help 
Father during weekday masses so they won’t be able to serve and make it to Breslau in 
time for school. 
 
A) Can’t speak to this specific situation; parents may need to get involved and drive 
their kids. There are various examples of situations; parents can volunteer to drive a 
group of kids or in some instances the priests volunteer to drive the kids.  
[Comment added April 2, 2013: bussing to and from masses differs from school to 
school and may be paid for by the school and/or school council.] 
 

9. Q) What about secondary school enrolments? Specifically, St. David’s High School since 
students can decide to attend Grand River High School instead because it is closer to 
Breslau compared to St. David’s. 
 
A) We didn’t do any enrolment projections for secondary schools for this process 
because no changes to secondary boundaries are proposed. 
 

10. Q) What’s the hierarchy to sell property? 
 
A) French Catholic School Board, English Public School Board, French Public School 
Board, other school boards, colleges and universities, municipalities and government 
agencies. If none are interested then we can sell to the open market. 
 

11. Q) What’s the potential of heritage designation for the existing building? 
 
A) This is the Township’s decision but the building is not currently designated. 
 

12. Q) What about a boundary review to include Conestoga in the St. Boniface boundary? 
 
A) A boundary review is not being contemplated at this time. 
 

13. Q) The decision has already been made because the Board already applied for funding 
to build a new school in Breslau. Why didn’t the Board apply for funding to build a new 
school on this existing site? 
 
A) The best business case to receive funding was to build a new school in Breslau. 
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14. Q) It’s disappointing that you don’t have answers for both options. What are the 
chances of getting funding to build a new school on this site? 
 
A) We can apply but we don’t know what the chances are of getting an approval. 
There were two factors in our business case to the Ministry. The first was the existing 
facility condition and the second was anticipated growth within the Breslau area. 
From a business case perspective, it’s more logical to build in Breslau because that’s 
where all the growth is happening. 
 

15. Q) Why did you apply for funding to build in Breslau without consulting with the 
community (the tax payers) first? 
 
A) Had we begun a consultation process without the funding for a school in Breslau, 
we would have had three options: 1) Close the school; 2) Remain in Maryhill in the 
existing building; and, 3) Re‐locate to Breslau with no indication of whether that 
would ever be possible. We wanted to ensure that option 3 could be a valid option 
before consulting the public. 
 

16. Q) If the community votes to keep the school in Maryhill, would that start an 
Accommodation Review that could potentially close the school? Board Staff told us 5 
years ago that an accommodation review was going to happen but it never did. Or will 
the Board apply for funding? 
 
A) If the decision is to remain in Maryhill, our first step would be to apply for funding. 
 

17. Q) If you apply for Ministry funding for Maryhill, would it be for an addition or a new 
school? 
 
A) Either to rebuild entirely or do major renovations and an addition. 

 
18. There’s approximately 170 years of faith to consider. Please consider the history of the 

building and site as well as the people in the community. It’s not just a business case, 
but also faith, love, and community; there’s 5 or 6 generations in this school. 
 
A) Thank you. 
 

19. Q) The word “logical” seems to be used a lot tonight. How is it logical to build a new 
school with a capacity of 250 students which will be over capacity in a few years? 
 
A) The Ministry of Education requires that schools be at 80% capacity within a few 
years of opening. The majority of the new schools are designed to accommodate an 
addition in case it is required in the future. 
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20. Q) Capacity was more than 135 before, how did it decrease? 
 
A) Based on class sizes set by the Ministry of Education (i.e. teacher/student ratios) 
 

21. We heard that an addition can be built ‘up’ instead of ‘out’. Please ensure that you look 
into this. 
 
A) Thank you. 
 

22. Q) Why are you already actively seeking land in Breslau? 
 

A) It takes long to find and acquire land. If it’s decided that we will remain in Maryhill, 

we don’t have to purchase the land in Breslau. We are planning ahead just in case it is 

decided that Breslau is the preferred location. 

 

23. Q) If the decision is to remain in Maryhill, is it possible to have a good education and 
modernization here? 
 
A) We will need to determine how to best serve St. Boniface’s students 
 

24. Q) Is funding conditional based on dates (will it expire)? 
 
A) No, there’s no expiry date. 
 

25. Q) How were the enrolment projections for the Breslau option determined? 
 
A) Various assumptions were made about future growth and attracting more kids if 

the new school is in Breslau. The following three assumptions were made: 

 The student yield for Breslau would increase and therefore the number of 
Catholic students would effectively double. An assumption was also made that 
WCDSB would attract a higher share from future development. 

 The student yield for Maryhill would decrease slightly, recognizing that some 
families may choose a public school. 

 The student yields in the remaining rural areas would remain the same. 
 

26. Q) Can we apply for funding to build here anytime and still have the Breslau funding as 
backup? 
 
A) No, we would have to give up the approved funding first. 
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27. Q) The reserve money that was mentioned, can it be used for building here in Maryhill? 
 
A) The reserve money may be used at the discretion of the Board of Trustees. There’s 
approximately $5 million in the reserve. However, the money required to complete 
the projects identified in the Board’s capital plan far exceeds the amount in reserves. 
 

28. Q) What is currently being done to attract kids from Breslau? 
 
A) We currently do a broad range of advertising but the most effective advertising is 
word of mouth and at schools. All Boards across the province are experiencing 
declining enrolment and student enrolment is what drives funding. 
 

29. Q) Do the people/community actually have a say? 
 
A) Yes. The Board of Trustees are your elected voice and the final decision is 
ultimately theirs. However, they will ask for staff recommendations first. Please fill 
out the comment sheets if you haven’t already. All written feedback will be sent to 
the Board of Trustees prior to the decision. 
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ST. BONIFACE PUBLIC CONSULTATION PROCESS 
Public Consultation Session #2 

April 10, 2013 
 

QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS 
 
1. “Why didn’t the school board follow through with an accommodation review as announced 

4 years ago?” 
 
Although an accommodation review was contemplated in the past, it was never officially 
announced.  Instead,  the  Board  decided  to  apply  for  funding  from  the  Ministry  of 
Education to build a new school in Breslau. 
 

2. “What are the next steps the school board will take if the Trustee’s decide not to move the 
school?  Is an accommodation review a possible next step?” 
 
If the Board of Trustees decides to remain in Maryhill, the first step would be to apply for 
funding from the Ministry of Education for an addition/major renovation to the existing 
school. 

 
3. “Are we risking that our school could be closed if we advocate for the school not to move?” 
 

This  is  a  public  consultation  process  and  therefore  anyone  can  voice  their  opinion 
throughout the process. If it is decided that the school should remain in Maryhill, the first 
step would be to apply for funding from the Ministry of Education for an addition/major 
renovation to the existing school. 

 
4. “Clarification  is  required as  I discovered with great concern  that  the  funding  is specific  to 

Breslau  as  stated  in  the  News  Release  and  on  the  School  Board website.  This was  not 
mentioned  in  the news  release  from  John Milloy dated  January 14, 2013, actual wording 
“new school in the Maryhill/Breslau area”. Who has stated it is specific to Breslau – is there 
documentation?” 

 
Clarification was obtained from the Ministry of Education confirming that the funding  is 
specific to Breslau. 

 
5. “When will a staff report be available with the recommendation to be presented at the April 

10th meeting?” 
 

The purpose of the April 10th meeting was changed as of April 4th and the preferred option 
will not be determined until  the public  consultation process  is  complete  (following  the 
April 10th meeting). Therefore, the purpose of the April 10th public meeting  is to review 
the  two options  (remain  in Maryhill or  relocate  to Breslau) as well as  receive  feedback 
from the public. 
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6. “What is the timing for the funding? Is there a deadline for construction?” 
 

The funding has already been approved.  If the Board of Trustees decides to re‐locate to 
Breslau  the  funding will be  readily available  to proceed with  construction.   There  is no 
deadline for construction; the funding does not expire. 

 
7. “What happens to the relationship between the church and the school? How does Father 

get altar servers for weekday funerals and weekday morning masses?” 
 

The relationship between the Church and the school is a priority across the Board. The 

principal and parish priest are responsible for collaborating to determine a strategy to 

meet the needs of the school community – including celebrating school liturgies at the 

school. Parents may additionally become involved by, for example, assisting with car 

pools to the Church for school Masses, etc. 

 

8. “How will school masses be held?  If students are to be bused to St. Boniface Church, who 
will pay busing costs? Currently School Council provides transportation for sporting meets, 
will this become the same expectation?” 

 

Catholic schools and Catholic churches are not always located beside one another. 

Therefore, it varies depending on the school. The principal and parish priest are 

responsible for collaborating to determine how to best serve the school community. 

Bussing to and from Masses differs from school to school and may be paid for by the 

school and/or school council. 

 

9. “Do we know what the impact will be on St. David’s High School – will the majority choose 
to  go  to Grand  River  instead  of  St. David’s? How many  currently  go  to  St. David’s  from 
Breslau?” 

 

Enrolment projections for secondary schools were not completed for this process because 

no changes to secondary school boundaries are proposed. 

 

10. “If  the  current  location  is  to be  closed, what  is  the process  for disposal of  the property? 
Who has first right of refusal, permitted uses, etc. What about the gymnasium that was paid 
for  by  the  community?  What  is  the  potential  for  heritage  designation  of  the  original 
school?” 

 

If the decision is to relocate the school to Breslau and to sell the existing property, then 

the property will be circulated to various school boards and government agencies as per 

the Ontario government’s rules. If none of those agencies are interested, then the site 
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may be sold on the open market. There is no right of first refusal on the Maryhill property. 

The site is zoned Institutional “P” which allows for a range of uses. Please visit 

www.woolwich.ca for further information regarding zoning. Heritage designation is the 

Township of Woolwich’s decision but the building is not currently designated. 

 

11. “Is  it  time  to do a boundary review and  include all of Conestogo  in  the St. Boniface area, 
including both sides of the Grand River?” 

 

A boundary review is not being contemplated at this time. 

 

12. “I have concerns with the student number projections for Breslau location, based on future 
development that may not be  in place by 2016 due to outstanding  issues around Regional 
Official Plan and Breslau Secondary Plan.   How accurate are these projections?    I realize a 
formula  and  average  is  used  but  do we  really  know  the  number  of  Catholic  families  in 
Breslau?” 

 
We do not know the number of Catholic families in Breslau. The projections are based on 
the following three assumptions: 

 The student yield for Breslau would increase and therefore the number of Catholic 
students  from  Breslau would  effectively  double. An  assumption was  also made 
that WCDSB would attract a higher share from future development. 

 The  student  yield  for Maryhill would decrease  slightly,  recognizing  that  location 
may be a factor for some people. 

 The student yields in the remaining rural areas would remain the same. 
 
13. “Has a study been done on transporting the children from south of #7 highway to Blessed 

John Paul  II school across  the Grand River since  the new bridge has been opened?  If  this 
school  is at  capacity maybe an expansion  is due and  the children  from Breslau would be 
able to attend  it and probably save money.” 
 
Blessed John Paul II is currently over capacity and will receive an addition this summer. If 
a decision is made to direct the Breslau area away from St. Boniface then this would likely 
result  in  the closure of St. Boniface. The  sole purpose of  this consultation process  is  to 
determine a preferred location for St. Boniface. A boundary review or school closure are 
not being contemplated at this time. 
 

14. “What does  the Township of Woolwich have on  the planning board  for more housing  in 
Maryhill?  Is  someone  planning  a  subdivision  behind  the  nursing  home?  How  close  to 
starting up is the new Breslau housing development proposed.” 

 
In Maryhill, a plan of subdivision was identified in the 1990s for 42 residential units near 
Zingervilla  Place  and  Homestead  Drive.  There  is  uncertainty  around  the  timing  of 
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development or  if  this will  ever be developed. No  additional  growth  is planned  in  the 
Maryhill area. 
 
In Breslau, there are approximately 1700 units proposed  in existing plans of subdivision, 
but not yet approved (i.e. applications have already been submitted to the Township and 
are awaiting approvals). Timing of development will depend on a number of factors (e.g. 
Breslau Secondary Plan, Regional Official Plan appeals, servicing, etc.). 

 
Contact Information: 
Email: planning@wcdsb.ca / Tel: (519) 578‐3660 ext. 2359 / Fax: (519) 884‐6635 
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ST. BONIFACE PUBLIC CONSULTATION PROCESS 
Public Consultation Session #2 

April 10, 2013 
 

QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS 
 
1. It was mentioned that 350 students are in Breslau, is that the total number of all students or 

is that the total of Catholic students? 
 
The 350 students is the total number of both Catholics and non‐Catholics in Breslau. 
 

2. It was mentioned  that  if  the decision  is  to relocate  to Breslau, various elements  from  the 
existing school could be placed  in the new school to maintain the school’s heritage. What 
type of elements would be used? 
 
This has not yet been determined. Pieces of the existing buildings could be  incorporated 
in the new school (ex. the cornerstone with the building dates or other monuments in the 
school). 

 
3. The minimal  parking  spaces  on  the  existing  site  seem  to  be  a  problem  but  how many 

parking spaces do you have in Breslau? 
 

No site has been purchased or identified in Breslau and therefore no site design has been 
completed.  

 
4. It is estimated that it will cost $2.6 million for renewal and repair costs to the existing school 

in Maryhill. What is the historical spending so we can ensure that it will not be this much if 
the school is moved to Breslau?  
 
The renewal cost is high mainly because of the age of the building and due to accessibility 
requirements. 
 

5. A weakness for the Breslau Option is that the Church will no longer be close to the school. 
What’s the impact of this because it seems that the only concern is financial impacts not the 
presence of the Church? 
 
The presence of the Church is an important part of the development of students. This will 
be considered by both the staff and the Board of Trustees. 
 

6. A threat to the Maryhill Option is that there is no guarantee that funding will be approved 
for  the Maryhill site. This should be confirmed with  the Ministry  first before a decision  is 
made. 
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Funding was granted by the Ministry of Education and primarily based on two factors. The 
first was  the existing building conditions and  the second was  the anticipated growth  in 
Breslau.  
 

7. What about retaining the school in Maryhill and building a new school in Breslau? 
 
Anything  is possible with money; unfortunately, we do not have enough money for two 
schools. 
 

8. If the school is relocated to Breslau, I will no longer support the Catholic school system.  
 

9. Why not consider applying for funding to remain in Maryhill? 
 

That is an option if the decision is to remain in Maryhill. 

 

10. Will all the comments be consolidated/summarized? 
 
Yes. The comments will be consolidated and summarized in the staff report to the Board 
of Trustees. 
 

11. Since many  of  the  comments  chose  “Remain  in Maryhill”  as  their  preferred  option, we 
would’ve liked “Apply for Funding” as an option in tonight’s comment sheet. A threat to the 
Breslau Option should be that sales centres for new houses are advertising for the existing 
public school in Breslau not the potential of opening a new Catholic school. Another threat 
to  the Breslau Option  is  the  lack of  servicing  for  the  site.  I’m  very  concerned  that  small 
pieces of our school will be taken away to the new school.  We have applied for a heritage 
designation on the existing building. 
 

12. Based  on  the  plans,  there will  be more  children  in Breslau  in  the  long  term  rather  than 
Maryhill.  I  live  in Breslau and have a neighbour who  is a Catholic  teacher  that  sends her 
children to the public school because it is a five minute bus ride rather than taking the long 
bus ride to Maryhill. 

 

13. It was mentioned that there are 350 students in Breslau, but how many are Catholics? More 
importantly, how many of those Catholics would be willing to move schools  if the Catholic 
school opens in Breslau? Especially if they are already enrolled in a school and have friends 
and is now familiar with their school. 

 

This  information  does  not  exist.  In  Breslau,  12%  of  the  students  currently  attend  a 
Catholic  school.  Typically WCDSB  attracts  approximately  27%  of  the  total  number  of 
students. 
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14. Children  in general want a new school.  If a new school  is built  in Maryhill, more students 
from Breslau will come to the new school. 

 
That  is probably  correct. More  students  from Breslau may  choose  to  attend  a new  St. 
Boniface school if it remains in Maryhill. However, the dominant factor for deciding which 
school to attend is the location/distance. 

 
15. Very hard to believe that you are not able to get the number of Catholics in Breslau. We all 

do taxes and on the form it asks which school system to support. 
 
That’s correct, but this doesn’t always tell us if there are any children in the household. 
 

16. We have an established parish, a Catholic school, and a place for the priest to reside. Very 
upset that the convent was already taken away. Do not ruin our community by closing the 
school. 
 

17. Concerned with  the  “cons”  of  remaining  in Maryhill.  The  cost  of  removing  the  school  is 
dissolving the faith in the community; this is the hidden economic costs. 

 

18. I live in Breslau and I’m Catholic; we also want to build a Catholic community in Breslau. This 
is where  the growth  is and  is anticipated  to be.  I attended a Catholic  school  that wasn’t 
beside a Catholic Church and  I still went to Church.  I’m not going to support the separate 
school system if my daughter has to take a bus from Breslau for an hour to get to Maryhill. 

 

19. I’m  a  Breslau  resident  that  sends my  son  to Maryhill. He  is  bussed  to Maryhill  and will 
continue  to be bussed because  the school should  remain  in Maryhill where  the Church  is 
located. 

 

20. I’m a dispatcher for a bus company and  it will cost approximately $2,000 to $2,500 to bus 
the students from school to church and back if the school is relocated to Breslau. Who will 
pay for that additional cost? 

 
We  are  aware  that  there will be  additional  costs  and  there  are  a  variety of ways  that 
other  schools  cover  this  cost. The principal and  school  council would work  together  to 
determine how best to cover these costs. 

 

21. How long is the current bussing? How long does it take from Breslau? What about the other 
areas in the boundary? 
 
The maximum time a student spends on a bus  is currently 49 minutes.  In regards to the 
specific timing  for each area, this will depend on the bus routing.  [Note added April 17, 
2013: The longest bus ride is currently from the Breslau area.] 
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22. Many are concerned about bussing from Breslau to Maryhill; what about the Maryhill kids 
who will have to be bussed to Breslau? Regardless of the decision, bussing will be required. 
 

23. We moved to Maryhill to get away from Kitchener. If the Breslau kids are already enrolled in 
the public school, what makes you think these kids will move schools after making friends 
and settling in? Bussing isn’t a big issue; the kids are safe and parents know exactly where 
they are from the second they get on the bus until they return home.  

 

24. We  are not  against Breslau having  a  school, but we  just don’t want Maryhill  to  lose  the 
school. Keep the Maryhill school open and build another school in Breslau. 

 

25. The  St.  Boniface  students  currently  visit  the  nursing  home. Maryhill  is  a  very  Christian 
community  and  the  kids  are  altar  servers. What  the  separate  school  system  should  be 
promoting is what will be lost if the school is relocated to Breslau. 

 

26. It will cost over $2.4 million to fix the existing St. Boniface School, but how much will it cost 
to buy the land in Breslau? Why can’t this money be used to fix the existing school instead? 

 

The land value has not yet been determined since a site has not been selected. Therefore 
an  appraisal  has  not  been  completed.  An  estimated  cost  can  be  found  in  the  Board’s 
Capital Plan, which  is available on the Board’s website.  [Note added April 17, 2013: the 
estimate for the land purchase in the Capital Plan is approximately $1.8 million.] 

 

27. How are you talking about kids walking to school if a site has not been chosen yet? 
 
In Breslau, there is the potential for more walkers because the community is larger. As the 
community grows, a larger number of students will live closer to the school. We recognize 
that the specific location of the school will impact this assumption. 
 

28. How much is set aside for this project from the Board reserves? 
 
The estimate  is  in the Capital Plan. [Note added April 17, 2013: estimated amount to be 
paid using board reserves is $1.2 million.] 
 

29. What’s the approximate cost of land in Breslau? 
 
The land value has not yet been determined since a site has not been selected. Therefore 
an  appraisal  has  not  been  completed.  An  estimated  cost  can  be  found  in  the  Board’s 
Capital Plan, which  is available on the Board’s website.  [Note added April 17, 2013: the 
estimate for the land purchase in the Capital Plan is approximately $1.8 million.] 
 

30. If it is decided that the school board will purchase property in Breslau, will the money used 
include the selling of the Maryhill property? 
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This has not been decided. If the decision is to relocate to Breslau, we will need to decide 
what to do with the existing Maryhill site. 
 

31. If the new school is built in Breslau, portables will be needed shortly after. So why not keep 
the Maryhill School open and build another school in Breslau. 
 

32. If  the decision  is  to  remain  in Maryhill, will we be back here  in  seven  years  fighting  this 
again? 

 

If the decision is to remain in Maryhill, then the first step is to apply for funding from the 
Ministry. What may happen  in  seven years  is not known. We have  to work within  the 
confines of the Ministry funding formula which changes from time to time. This makes it 
difficult to predict what the strategy may be at that point in time. 

 

33. When making recommendations to the Board of Trustees, relay all these emotions to the 
decision makers; don’t only present the facts. 
 
Please  fill out  the comments  sheets and/or  send emails with your comments. Both  the 
Staff and the Trustees read every comment before making a decision. 
 

34. The  paper  recently  stated  that  Breslau  has  servicing  issues.  It  will  probably  take 
approximately 10 to 15 years before the houses are built in Breslau. Don’t build the school 
until at  least a portion of  the subdivision  is built. Wait until  there  is a demand  in Breslau 
before relocating the school. 
 

35. What  about  building  a  Catholic  high  school  in  Breslau  instead  and  leave  the  elementary 
school in Maryhill? 

 

We would need to do a business case to the Ministry to obtain funding. We were recently 
unsuccessful on an attempt to get funding for a new secondary school. 

 

36. It was mentioned that  if we remain  in Maryhill, money can’t be used  in Maryhill. Can the 
community lobby to get funding for the Maryhill school improvements? 
 
This is an option. 
 

37. To summarize: 115 years of tradition and Catholic faith since the 1930s. Please don’t let us 
lose that. 
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Comments Submitted via Email – March 27, 2013 

Date Comment Response 
2013.03.05 I received the card in the mail today regarding the School 

proposal. I own a home in Breslau.  
 
Would you happen to know whether the property taxes would 
increase if the school was relocated to Breslau from Maryhill? 
 

School boards do not have control over 
property taxes. Therefore, it is 
unknown whether property taxes would 
be affected. 

2013.03.06 Are there any proposed sites yet for the new school, whether it is 
in Maryhill or Breslau. 

If the decision is to remain in Maryhill, 
the school will remain in the existing 
building on the existing site. No school 
site has yet been identified in Breslau. 
WCDSB has identified a couple of site 
options through the Breslau Secondary 
Plan process. 
 

2013.03.07 I would like the school to remain in Maryhill. Thank you for your email, it will be 
shared with the Trustees. 
 

2013.03.18 Hello...My name is Debbie Lorentz and I live in Maryhill.I am 
away for the month of March  and am unable to attend the 
meeting on March 20th.....but I would like to give my opinion 
about the location of the new St. Boniface School. 
 
My husband attended St. Boniface as did my two girls and now 
my grandchildren, so I am very much for the school staying in 
Maryhill. 
 
Having the school across from the church is a big plus in my 
books...Maryhill in the day was a catholic community and the 
school was a big part of that. 
 

Thank you for your email; it will be 
shared with the Board of Trustees. I 
also wanted to advise you that we 
received your letter dated January 16, 
2013. 
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The current property is big enough to accommodate a new 
bigger school with lots of parking. 
 
Why would the school board spend ALOT of money on buying 
new property when we already have such a great parcel of land?
The money we save on that alone would be a benefit...would it 
not? 
 
I have already sent in a letter the day the news came out but I 
wanted to do again . 
 
Please take my husbands and my vote to the meeting...if you 
would need signed papers from people in the community I would 
be more than happy to get that for you because I know there are 
many that want to keep St. Boniface  in Maryhill. 
 
Thank-you for listening to my thoughts. 
 

2013.03.18 To whom it may concern: 
 
Here are some questions we would like addressed: 
 
Historically speaking the Catholic District School Board in 
Waterloo Region, throughout Ontario and Canada have been 
experiencing a downward trend when it comes to Student yields. 
Other than the fact a new school being built in Breslau, what 
other strategies will the school board use to increase enrollment 
(attract new students)? With the increasing diversity of 
cultures/religions in our region, will the School Board be open to 
the idea of allowing non-Catholics to attend the school to get 
enrollment up and to increase the overall diversity within our 
school? 
 

 
 
 
 
Currently, our policy for elementary 
students is that the child or one of the 
parents must be baptized Catholic. 
Changes to this policy are not being 
considered at this time. Catholic 
secondary schools are open access 
which means that students of all faiths 
may attend. 
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What are the School Board's plans/options with the existing 
Maryhill school & property? Has the Board been approached by 
any interested buyers/renters? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Does the student's choice of high school change as a result of 
the school relocating to Breslau? Or is this be based on the 
student's residence, regardless of where the new school is 
located? 
 
The website indicates a commitment that no student will be on 
the bus no longer than one hour? If the school is built in Breslau, 
then what is the expected travel time from: Conestogo? West 
Montrose? Maryhill? Breslau? 
 
    
 
Is there an action plan to fill in the void in Maryhill should the 
school be relocated outside of community? In particular, how it 
will impact the relationship with the church, the residents 
(especially the nursing home) and the overall community?  Does 
the School Board plan to continue to have ties with the Maryhill 
community in the future or will it dissolve over time, as the focus 
shifts to Breslau? 

No decision has been made regarding 
the closure of St. Boniface in Maryhill. 
Therefore no plans have been 
developed regarding the after-use of 
this property. If a decision is made to 
relocate to Breslau then the Board will 
need to make a decision to sell or keep 
the Maryhill building and land. If a 
decision is made to sell, the board is 
required under the Education Act to 
first offer the property to other 
education and government agencies 
prior to selling on the open market. 
 
The decision to remain in Maryhill or 
relocate to Breslau does not affect 
secondary school boundaries. 
 
 
School bus routing and travel times 
have not been determined. They will 
depend on how students are 
distributed across the boundary. This 
could change on an annual basis 
regardless of the school’s location. 
 
If the decision is to relocate to Breslau, 
the school board will continue to serve 
the Maryhill community by providing 
the same quality Catholic education for 
its students at a different location. See 
above response regarding the land and 
building. 
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Thanks. 
 

2013.03.18 Is it true that in this diocese, other school closures have been 
determined by proximity to the local church - meaning that those 
close to the church are deemed a priority to keep open? 
 

The proximity to the Church is an 
important factor that will be taken into 
consideration; however, it is not the 
determining factor. 
 

2013.03.18 To Whom it may concern,  
 
I am writing a letter as a concerned parent within the St. 
Boniface Maryhill school boundaries.  My Daughter is in JK at St. 
Boniface and My son is enrolled to start JK in September 2013.   
I was very sad to hear that the school board is considering 
relocating St. Boniface from Maryhill.  I myself, along with my 
siblings attended this school.  My father and his siblings all 
attended this school, as did my grandfather before them. This 
history is not unique to my family.  There are many families in 
Maryhill that have 4 or more generations who have attended St 
Boniface in Maryhill. My home borders the school yard and it is 
heartwarming to look out my back window, past my backyard at 
the school with so many wonderful memories.  Along with this 
comes the obvious convenience of bordering the school yard.  
My child has an older student walker her home and stay until I 
return from work.  There are no concerns with bussing for my 
family and I am grateful for that. My parents and grandparents 
helped fundraise for the St. Boniface School Gym which was 
originally built as a community hall.  As a matter of fact my 
ancestors were among the first 5 families to settle the land.  We 
have a Cross dedicated to the family name at one of the edges 
of town. My grandfather repaired the church steeple a number of 
times as he was the only one willing to do so being it's such a 
height.  We have been an active part of the St. Boniface Parrish 

Thank you for your email, it will be 
shared with the Trustees. See you 
tomorrow evening. 
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and community for as long as I can remember, and well beyond.  
When I married my husband at St. Boniface Church in 2007 I 
was 5th generation in the Drexler family to be married there.  It 
was amazing to share that honour with my family before me and 
to have my love celebrated at the same beautiful church where I 
celebrated my baptism, first reconciliation, first communion, 
confirmation and elementary school graduation.  
Aside from my personal history and the convenience for my 
family, there are many reasons why I feel St. Boniface School 
remaining in Maryhill is the best choice. 
As cited on the school board website, the population growth in 
and around Breslau is very rapid.  The website mentions the 
potential need for portables, etc.  This just reinforces the 
argument that keeping a school in Maryhill makes sense.  
Eventually a new school will need to be built here again anyways 
when the Breslau school was full (if that were the option that was 
chosen at this time).  The school board already owns this land in 
Maryhill. Why not keep the school here now, keep the history of 
having a school in this town for 115 years alive and when St. 
Boniface Maryhill becomes full, look at an option for a catholic 
school in Breslau at that time. 
By far my largest concern is my fear that moving the school 
away from St. Boniface church will damage the involvement the 
children have with said church.  I choose to send my children to 
Catholic school for this involvement.  I like that they have school 
mass once a month.  I like that Father Voisin (and the Parrish 
priests before him) drop in on a regular basis and that my 
children know who he is.  I fear if the church is not directly 
involved the way it is today the sacraments I enjoyed celebrating 
with my schoolmates and friends from the Parrish may not be 
available for my children the way they were for me.  I fear the 
children will lose the option to have monthly mass because the 
bussing from Breslau for this will not be feasible. I have many 



6 
 

fears about the damage that could occur if the St. Boniface 
school is moved away from the St. Boniface church. 
I will be at both meetings for this consultation process and will be 
using social media and word of mouth to encourage others do 
the same. I thank you for your time and consideration of my 
opinion.  I look forward to hearing more information at your 
presentation Wednesday evening. 
 
God Bless,  
 

2013.03.18 I am interested in placing my children in a catholic school in the 
Breslau area.  They both need to attend for September 2014.  
They will go to grade 1and grade 4.  I will not transport them by 
bus for an hour at a time at such a young age.  We were told 
when we moved to Breslau there would be a catholic school to 
be built.  Hopefully We can continue to have them part of the 
catholic system and not have to enroll in Breslau public school. 
I appreciate any info regarding this matter. Thank you!  
 

Thank you for your email, it will be 
shared with the Trustees. 

2013.03.20 I will not be attending the meeting however I would like to voice 
my opinion. I feel it's a great idea to move St Boniface School to 
Breslau. Breslau is a growing community which is only projected 
to have more young families in it in the future. Keeping the old 
school in Maryhill means all these children have to be buses into 
this small little town. There are many catholic families who live in 
Breslau who send there children to the public school just 
because it is closer. By opening the new school in Bresalu it 
would take many students out of the small Breslau public school. 
 

Thank you for your email; it will be 
shared with the Board of Trustees. 

2013.03.21 I was informed on the meeting that was held last evening....but I 
just have a question,,,why do so many of the attendants at the 
meeting feel it has already been decided? Is there any point in 
us trying? If so what can we do? 

As we told them last night, a decision 
has not yet been made. In terms of 
what you can do, anyone may submit 
comments at any time throughout the 
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Thank-you for your time process. All comments will be shared 
with the Board of Trustees who will 
ultimately make the final decision. 
 
As noted in the staff presentation 
(which is now available on the 
website), the next public meeting is 
April 10th where the staff 
recommendation will be presented. 
Also, there will be 3 board meetings 
which are all open to the public (April 
29th, May 21st, and May 27th). There 
will be opportunities for delegations at 
the first two board meetings for those 
who would like to address the Board of 
Trustees. The Board of Trustees is 
scheduled to make their decision on 
May 27th. 
 
Please let us know if you have any 
other questions.  
 

 



Comments Submitted via Email – April 22, 2013 

Date Comment Response 
2013.04.02 I would like to comment on the recent meeting and my thoughts of St. 

Boniface School leaving Maryhill. I sat and listened to all the comments 
from the crowd of parents, past students, and concerned community 
members about the school closing. I believe from on the most part from 
the comments of the group present that the wish is for St. Boniface to 
remain in Maryhill. My daughter was the emotional mother and past 
student who spoke that it is not that the old school would be 
demolished it is that there would be NO school at all. We are seeing a 
trend in the village of Maryhill of past students moving back to their 
beloved community to raise their children in a rural setting. I am using 
the term "rural' because that is what I consider Maryhill. From all 
indications Breslau will not be rural in 3-5 years. For example I took a 
small trip to measure in kilometers the distance between Kitchener 
boundary and the start of Breslau. It is approx 1.2K's and takes mere 
minutes to go from one to the other. As a past resident of Maryhill and 
a mother of three former students I am concerned that my 
grandchildren will not have the interaction of our church should the 
school be moved to Breslau. It took 5 years but my daughter and son in 
law moved to Maryhill so their children could attend a catholic school 
and be close to home to walk "safely" to and from school. I might add 
that my son in law is of Mennonite faith but feels very strongly about 
sending his children to St. Boniface in Maryhill. All three of my grown 
children were altar servers in our church and it is my belief that if 
children are taken away from a church environment then they tend to 
stray farther and farther away and I do not want to see that. We need 
the young people of today to keep the future of our church alive with 
new ideas and new faith. I have spoken to Father Voisin about this 
problem and it seems he also feels that closing and moving the catholic 
school from Marhill is not the best options as well. I urge the school 
board and the trustees to consider applying now for funding for a new 

Thank you for your email; it will 
be shared with the Trustees. 
Have a great day. 



school in Maryhill. My 5 year old granddaughter was at the first meeting 
with her parents and they say little ears hear everything her comment 
after the meeting was "I don't want my school to close." Out of the 
mouth of a junior kindergarten student. I could not say it any better. 
  

2013.04.03 Hello, 
  
I just looked on your website regarding St. Boniface school relocation to 
Breslau.  I was going to attend the April 10th meeting but I am not sure 
if I will be able to.  I will be moving to breslau at the end of this month 
and it would benefit me tremendously if the school got moved to 
breslau as my kids will be attending st. boniface.  I did not know and 
neither did my 2 coworkers that are in my exact situation that we had to 
have our opinions put in by yesterday.  We all thought that we could go 
to the April 10th meeting and vote then. 
  
I was wondering if and when you get any information you could share 
with me.  Do you have any information at this point in time regarding 
the school that you could share with me?  And would it affect anything if 
my coworkers emailed you.  Could we still vote even if its past the 
deadline. 
  
Thank you so much for your time 

Thank you for your email; it will 
be shared with the Board of 
Trustees who will ultimately 
make the decision. 
 
Just to clarify, there is no 
deadline for submitting 
comments. The “April 2nd” date 
that is mentioned on the 
website just implies that the 
comments posted on the 
website were received on or 
before April 2nd. You and your 
co-workers can still attend the 
April 10th meeting to voice your 
opinions and submit comments 
at any time. If your co-workers 
want their opinions heard then 
they should also send us an 
email. All the information we 
have has been posted on the 
website so please check it for 
updates. 
 
I hope that answers your 
questions; have a great day. 
 
 



2013.04.04 Hello 
  
I spoke at the March 20, 2013 Public Meeting and the following are the 
concerns and questions I raised regarding the School Board proposal 
related to St. Boniface, Maryhill. 
Clarification is required as I discovered with great concern that the 
funding is specific to Breslau as stated in the News Release and on the 
School Board website. This was not mentioned in the news release 
from John Milloy dated January 14, 2013, actual wording “new school 
in the Maryhill/Breslau area”. Who has stated it is specific to Breslau – 
is there documentation? Also there was no mention of this on the 
postcard mailed out to residents. 
Format of meetings – according to Board website, next meeting on 
April 10th is to “share the preferred options/recommendations”. No 
mention of this format on the postcard, assumption to people reading 
that the 2 meetings are the same purpose.  When will a staff report be 
available with the recommendation to be presented at the April 10th 
meeting? 
What is the timing for the funding? Is there a deadline for construction? 
  
Options: 
1. Build behind current school on same property – preferred but not 
sure it has been considered  - this needs to be considered and the 
School Board needs to make application now for funding for a new 
school building on the current site 
2. Addition to existing school (not feasible according to documents from 
Board website) 
3. Build new school in new location – to be determined 
Issues: land costs – funding cannot be used for this – comes out of 
reserves, availability and costs of servicing for the site, deadlines to 
access funding, proximity to Church, loss of connection to Church, 
unknown transportation costs 
What communication has there been with Church, understand Board 

Good Morning, 
 
Thank you for your email. Your 
questions will be addressed in 
the second public meeting 
(April 10th). Please note that 
the purpose of the April 10th 
meeting has changed as of 
yesterday and the website was 
updated accordingly 
(http://www.wcdsb.ca/about/acc
om/StBoniface/StBoniface.html
). The preferred option will not 
be determined until the public 
consultation process is 
complete (following the April 
10th meeting). Therefore, the 
purpose of the April 10th public 
meeting is to review the two 
options (Remaining in Maryhill 
or Relocating to Breslau) as 
well as receive feedback from 
the public. 
 
Have a great weekend. 



officials met with Father Voisin on Monday. 
• What happens to the relationship between the Church and the 
School? 
• How does Father get altar servers for weekday funerals and weekday 
morning masses? Currently there are 3 dedicated altar servers who 
come every week for weekday masses 
• This will erode the relationship between the school and Church since 
unfortunately a number of the students never have the opportunity to 
be inside our beautiful church unless it is in connection with the School. 
Currently from the School, they go to the Church for mass, first 
communion and confirmation preparation, reconciliation and weekly for 
rosary club. 
• How will school masses be held? Inside a school gymnasium is not 
very spiritual. 
• If students are to be bused to St. Boniface Church, who will pay 
busing costs? Currently School Council provides transportation for 
sporting meets, will this become the same expectation? 
  
Do we know what the impact will be on St. David’s High School – will 
the majority choose to go to Grand River instead of St. David’s? How 
many currently go to St. David’s from Breslau? This year 14 of 15 
Grade 8 graduates are attending St. David’s which is remarkable. 
If the current location is to be closed, what is the process for disposal of 
the property? Who has first right of refusal. permitted uses, etc. What 
about the gymnasium that was paid for by the community? What is the 
potential for heritage designation of the original school? 
Is it time to do a boundary review and include all of Conestogo in the 
St. Boniface area, including both sides of the Grand River? 
I have concerns with the student number projections for Breslau 
location, based on future development that may not be in place by 2016 
due to outstanding issues around Regional Official Plan and Breslau 
Secondary Plan.  How accurate are these projections?  I realize a 
formula and average is used but do we really know the number of 



catholic families in Breslau? 
  
I appreciate the opportunity to provide comments and ask questions.  I 
look forward to further discussion on this proposal.  I strongly urge the 
School Board to apply now for funding to build a new school on the 
existing site in Maryhill.  The School Board already owns the land, it 
just makes sense.  We need to preserve the home/school/church 
dynamic that is alive and well in Maryhill. 
  

2013.04.05 Yes I would definitely like the school to be moved to breslau. Breslau is 
getting so crowded and there is definitely a need for another school. 
This will also take some pressure off the existing public school and 
ultimately benefit the students of both schools. 
Thanks 
resident of Breslau 
 

Thank you for your email; it will 
be shared with the Board of 
Trustees. Have a great 
weekend. 

2013.04.07 Has a study been done on transporting the children from south of #7 
highway to Blessed John Paul II school across the Grand River since 
the new bridge has been opened? If this school is at capacity maybe an 
expansion is due and the children from Breslau would be able to attend 
it and probably save money. 
  
What does the Township of Woolwich have on the planning board for 
more housing in Maryhill? Is someone planning a sub division behind 
the nursing home? 
  
We hope you will not close the St Boniface School in Maryhill since it 
has been a long tradition and it is directly across the street from the 
church. 
  
How close to starting up is the new Breslau housing development 
proposed. 
 

Good Morning, 
Thank you for your email; it will 
be shared with the Board of 
Trustees. Your questions will 
also be addressed at the April 
10th meeting. Have a great 
day. 



2013.04.09 I am writing to ask that you keep st. Boniface catholic school in Maryhill 
and do not move the location. I grew up in maryhill and the school is an 
important part of the community especially because of its proximity to 
the church. We now live in breslau and do not mind our child being 
bussed to maryhill. The funding planned for a new school would be just 
as beneficial to go towards giving the current st. Boniface a big facelift! 
Thanks 
 

Thank you for your email; it will 
be shared with the Board of 
Trustees. Have a great day. 

2013.04.09 Please see my comments attached. 
 
I would like to add the following as there was not enough room on the 
form: 
 
I feel the lack of a Catholic Church in Breslau that is connected with a 
school to be a major disincentive to put the school in Breslau.  In 
Maryhill, the Church is a vital part of the school community.  It allows 
the children to get to know the local priest on a personal basis, they are 
able to attend Mass with the school community, become altar servers 
and have a connection with other children who attend the same church.  
From my experience, if the school is connected with a Parish, the 
children are more likely to attend weekly Mass with their families.  If the 
school was located in Breslau, I expect there will be a decline in Mass 
attendance.    The children like to see their friends at Mass and that 
encourage the parents to attend weekly Mass.  It certainly did for my 
family as my children were going through elementary school. 
 
Another thing to consider is the size of the Maryhill school property.  If 
that school was rebuilt or renovated, the outdoor space could really 
become beautiful.  There is room there for proper athletic fields and it 
gives children a different experience of attending a country school.  
They are truly outside, there are no inherent dangers around the 
school.  It’s a peaceful, nurturing place to be. 
 

Thank you for your comments; 
they will also be shared with 
the Board of Trustees. Have a 
great day. 



Thank you for your time. 
 
Respectfully, 
 

2013.04.09 Hello, I would like to write to express my concern with the potential 
plans to move St. Boniface Maryhill Elementary school out of Maryhill.  
The school is a large part of the Catholic community in Maryhill. I grew 
up in Maryhill and went to St. Boniface.  
I now live in Breslau and I have a daughter who will be starting school 
in a couple years. I really want the school to stay in Maryhill ! I don't 
mind my daughter being bussed to Maryhill at all as I feel it's more 
important to keep the school by St. Boniface church. However I do feel 
that St. Boniface could use some major improvements.  Ideally to 
renovate and or/add an addition etc. to the current school and spend 
the money putting some very new, advanced learning tools in this 
school. Would this not be LESS cost than buying a new piece of land, 
and building a whole new school ??!   
Please consider this when making the final decision.  
  
Thank you.  
  

Thank you for your email; it will 
be shared with the Board of 
Trustees. Have a great day. 

2013.04.09 1. As a CATHOLIC school board, why would you consider building 
a brand new CATHOLIC school away from the CATHOLIC Church and 
a strong CATHOLIC community.  Regardless if you build the BRAND 
NEW CATHOLIC school in Breslau or Maryhill, the enrolment will go up 
as parents want their child(ren) to go to a brand new school.   So why 
not put the new school in the CATHOLIC environment across from the 
Catholic church.  (one of the sites that could be picked to build a school 
will be across from a development of an industrial plaza).  We are 
asked to put our taxes to the Catholic school board and to support the 
Catholic school system as much as we can.  I find it very difficult to now 
do so when you are taking as school away from a Catholic church and 
the catholic environment. What kind of support is that from the Catholic 

Thank you for your email; it will 
be shared with the Board of 
Trustees. Have a great day. 
 



school board??  Feels like there will be another surprise announcement 
coming from the board that the Catholic and Public school boards will 
be amalgamating.   Is that what is happening?? 
 
2. If a decision is made to sell, the board is required under the 
Education Act to first offer the property to other education and 
government agencies prior to selling on the open market. Why is the 
land and school good enough for other schools to operate out of but not 
for the new Catholic school?? 
 
3. You indicate OPITION 1 to keep the school in Maryhill but there 
is no funding yet set aside to do so. So how can you even give this an 
an OPTION??  From reading the web site, really looks like the only 
option given is OPTION 2 where there is money funded for the school 
and the school board did not take the Catholic community into 
consideration or this meeting would have been held before a request 
was submitted to the ministry as to where a new Catholic school should 
be located.   
 
4. The Catholic high schools allow non-Catholics to go to the 
schools to help keep enrollment up.  Why not consider this in the 
elementary schools then if we are not going to consider keeping the 
Catholic school close to the Catholic church?. 
 

2013.04.09 Phone conversation with Maryhill resident as she can’t attend April 10th 
meeting and is unable to send written comments.  

 Wants school to remain in maryhill 
 The community paid for the gym years ago 
 She lives in maryhill 
 She used to be a yard guard 
 Doesn’t want kids to cross Highway 7 because there will be too 

many accidents 
 The Heritage of the school is very important 

 



 The Church being across the street is very important (Church 
and school should go hand in hand) 

 Doesn’t have kids in the school anymore because her kids are 
grown up now  

 We already have a large site in Maryhill so it makes sense to 
remain in Maryhill  
 

2013.04.10 Good morning, 
I am writing this email to you as a petition to keep the St. Boniface 
School in Maryhill, across from the Church. 
 
My husband and I both grew up in communities where the school we 
attended was directly connected to a Church.  Sacred Heart Church in 
Kenilworth and St. John’s Church in Arthur. 
We believe this is the way it should be.  I think it means more to the 
kids attending the school and learning the religion that they have a 
visual connection as well as a spiritual connection with the Church.  
Also, when attending Church on the weekends it will be something 
familiar to them and may get them there.  I’m just afraid the old catch 
phrase, ‘out of sight, out of mind’ will soon take over. 
If the School ends up in Breslau I think it will be a sad day for all. It 
does not make sense to uproot and change things if they are working 
well now. 
 
My thoughts and concerns. 
Please take these under advisement. 
 

Thank you for your email; it will 
be shared with the Board of 
Trustees. Have a great day. 

2013.04.10 I wanted to say that I believe that St. Boniface Catholic School should 
stay in Maryhill.  No kid wants to lose their school.  No kid wants to 
change to a new location.  I don't believe it will worth with for any 
reason to put that whole group of children through the stress of 
changing schools.  School is hard enough as it is and then to add  the 
grief they will experience at the loss of a place they love.    

Thank you for your email; it will 
be shared with the Board of 
Trustees. Have a great day. 



Upgrading an original building and the change that comes from that is 
hard enough, but moving for what good?  They have a home here in 
this building and a beautiful Catholic Church community so close to 
them.  If you really are thinking about those kids don't move this school 
community somewhere else. 
 

2013.04.10 As there are Catholic and non- catholic students in Breslau, why not 
build a Catholic High school that both can attend to.  There is no 
catholic High close by the rural area.  All kids have to be bused into the 
city.  Please consider building a new Catholic high school in Breslau 
and renovate the Maryhill school and keep it as an elementary school.   
Has this ever been taken into consideration?? 

Good Afternoon, 
This question was brought up 
during the ‘question and 
answer’ period on April 10th 
following the staff presentation. 
The answer that was given at 
the meeting was that we would 
need to do a business case to 
the Ministry of Education to 
obtain funding. Catholic high 
schools are much harder to get 
funding for compared to 
elementary schools. We 
already tried to get funding for 
a high school and got turned 
down. All the questions and 
answers will be posted on the 
website next week so please 
check for updates. 
Have a great weekend. 
 

2013.04.13 I would like to see the school remain in Maryhill.  
  
To me it would make more sense to build a new school in Maryhill on 
property that is already owned by the school board instead spending 
more tax payers money to purchase a new site in Breslau.  
  

Thank you for your email and 
comments; they will be shared 
with the Board of Trustees. 
Have a great day. 



Reapply for the funds for the school in Maryhill.  
  
I fully understand that the existing school is out dated and requires 
major work.  
  
Growing up attending St. Boniface School and St. Boniface Church 
they were truly connected.  
  
I was reading my copy of Memories – 100th Anniversary 1898 – 1998 
St. Boniface School No. 13 today.   It just shows how strong the bonds 
between the school and church are.  Taken from this book - “In the 
early 1840’s, settlers from parts of German and France build at “New 
Germany” a small log building which doubled as a school and church.” 
  
However, if the decision is made to move to Breslau, build a new 
school but out of respect don’t name it St. Boniface.  
  
Let said Boniface School have a graceful ending on top of the hill 
where it was born some 115 years ago.  
  

2013.04.13 We would like St. Boniface to relocate to Breslau.  It is a rapidly 
growing community that is bursting at the seems. Please build a new 
school here.  Many of us moved out here being told by the builder that 
schools were to be built here. Even in the plans that have been 
submitted to the township of Woolwich you see a school in the 
Riverland community and Hopewell Heights community of Breslau.  It 
would be devastating to see this not come to realization.  Please use 
the money that has been granted and build here in Breslau.  Don't 
throw away a gift like that.  Thank you. 
 
 
 
 

Good Morning, 
Thank you for your comments; 
they will be shared with the 
Board of Trustees. Have a 
great day. 



2013.04.13 Thank you for the well organized and informative meeting in Maryhill on 
March 20, 2013.  
  
Please consider the strong connections which the Maryhill residents 
have between their Church and School.  
  
As a new comer to the Parish and School community in 1967 and as a 
teacher at St. Boniface for 28 wonderful years, I know that this strong 
connection still exists.  It is so nice to see the young folks moving back 
to this area to raise their families in the St. Boniface Church and School 
Communities.  The ties between our Parish and School have existed 
for over a 100 years and hopefully will continue.  
  
Please consider keeping our School in Maryhill.  
  
May the Holy Spirit guide you in your decision.  
  
Sincerely  
 

Good Morning, 
Thank you for your email; it will 
be shared with the Board of 
Trustees. Have a great day. 

2013.04.14 To whom it may concern, 
 
I believe a new school to be built, as proposed in Breslau is the best 
possible choice. Currently my 5 year old, is on a bus to Maryhill for just 
under 60 minutes. This is a very long time for a small child to be on a 
bus, not to mention all the costs associated with transportation to and 
from school for the majority of the kids that are bused in to Maryhill. 
 
Thanks 
 

Good Morning, 
Thank you for your email; it will 
be shared with the Board of 
Trustees. Have a great day. 

2013.04.19 My family attended the second public meeting on April 10th regarding 
the decision that needs to made regarding St Boniface improvements 
or new school in Breslau. 
  

Good Morning, 
Thank you for your email; it will 
also be shared with the Board 
of Trustees. 



I heard many emotionally - based reasons to leave St Boniface open in 
Maryhill.  I recognize the rich history of the school and its long-standing 
place in the small town. I understand the resistance to change and not 
wanting that era to come to a close.   I know the joy of hearing children 
at play nearby and the comfort of tradition. 
  
But nothing stays the same.  Times do change. Needs of communities 
and students change and school boards are obligated to respond to 
that change to the best of their ability to serve its students as a whole, 
best.  They need to address the indisputable fact that the greatest need 
for a Catholic school, is where the population is concentrated which is 
in Breslau,  and where it will continue to grow at an exponentially faster 
pace than in the Maryhill area.  While the argument was attempted at 
the meeting that we have no way of knowing how many Catholics there 
are in Breslau verus the areas closer to Maryhill, so why build until we 
do more studies, or why take the risk, there would be no reason to think 
that the weightings between Catholics and non-Catholics would be so 
different in our area compared to any others. Basing the need for a 
school on overall population and projected population growth is sound.   
Moreover, this not knowing the exact numbers of who would attend a 
Catholic school in Breslau puts the board in the same position as at any 
other time when they decide whether to open up a school in a new area 
or not.  Even the provincial gov't, by promising certain dollars toward a 
new Catholic school in Breslau, recognizes the need is warranted.  
  
Not only do I personally know of many Catholics in Breslau whose 
children currently go to the public school because of proximity, but 
there are Catholic families here who by default, or without even really 
knowing it, are supporting the public board in error, thus making the 
registered number of true supporters(taxpayers) for the Catholic board 
less.  In the chaos of building and buying a new home in Breslau, and 
not knowing all the paperwork they were signing with it being for many 
their first home purchases, new owners signed up for their taxes to 

 



support the public board, and would in a heartbeat of hearing that 
Catholc School foundations were being poured in their neighbourhood, 
pick up the phone, call MPAC and get their taxes going the right way, 
the way they had intended, to support a thriving Catholic school near 
home. 
  
The argument was also presented that not having a church next to the 
school would diminish the connection of the parish and priest to the 
lives of students, or that it would cost so much to bus students to St 
Boniface parish to attend mass.  Not all Catholic schools in Waterloo 
region have a church next door, but I recall and hope it is still true, that 
there were many, many visits to classrooms by the parish priest.  He 
also held mass in the gym, and it felt special and important when we 
came together and reminded us that Jesus taught wherever crowds 
would gather. 
  
Trustees:  The crowds are gathering. And they have gathered in droves 
in Breslau.  And they would like to have a Catholic based education 
here.  We hope the trustees will address our growing needs and look 
toward the future by building new Catholic school foundations here in 
Breslau.    
 

2013.04.19 It saddens me to think that the Catholic School Board is contemplating 
closing down St. Boniface School in Maryhill. Combining church, home 
and school is a triad that makes a catholic education unique. This triad, 
as I understand it, is something that the Catholic Church is trying to 
strengthen and not weaken. Taking any one of these out of this 
equation will weaken all three. 
  
The countless areas where these three components cross paths are 
many in the Maryhill community. Children walking over to celebrate 
mass as a school, sacraments being held at the church followed with a 
gathering in the gymnasium, celebrating mass again on Sundays with 

Thank you for your email; it will 
be shared with the Board of 
Trustees. Have a great day. 



families and the list could go on and on. 
  
Based on this triad, which are your guidelines, you are weakening both 
the education and faith of these children by removing the church and 
such a supportive community from their daily routine.  
You cannot ignore what it will do to the Maryhill community. The hole it 
will leave, by closing the school will be devastating on so many levels.  
  
The Maryhill church is very well attended and so supportive of the 
community and the school and always has been. The people attending 
this church are very devoted and very, very generous with their 
offerings. Breslau has some beautiful churches but there is no Catholic 
Church in that community. 
  
Some say that this is a done deal and that these meetings are merely a 
formality. I pray that is not true and if it is please reconsider. Please 
work with the people from the Maryhill area in finding a mutual 
resolution that will keep the church, home and school intact in this 
lovely town. Perhaps a third option to build a new school on all of that 
land that is already in Maryhill could be considered. This Catholic 
community has heard children laughing and playing outside for 
approximately 115 years. Please do not take this away from these 
people. 
  
Thank you for your time, 
Sincerely,  
 

2013.04.21 Has the board had any thought into the safety of our children traveling 
across the construction of Hwy 7 which is due to begin in 2013 as well 
as all the heavy traffic in Breslau due to construction not to mention all 
the detours that are bound to be happening. What happens to all your 
assumed plans if new construction in Breslau is detained because of 
the current sewer and services problems? Are one of the sites for a 

Good Morning, 
Thank you for your email; it will 
be shared with the Board of 
Trustees. 
In regards to your questions 
below, the safety of students is 



new school you are looking at anywhere near the Safety Clean area? 
On several occasions the air quality from this industry is not the best. 
In taking a look at the growth of that whole Breslau area, including how 
Fairway Road has extended out the south end of Breslau has you 
anticipated that Kitchener may take over Breslau as they did several 
years ago of Bridgeport and make it part of their city boundary? In that 
case what will happen to our children from Maryhill then. Will they need 
to relocate back in Woolwich township? Say Maryhill for example?? 
  
My comment to all of the meetings, questions and comments from 
newspapers and this website is the residents in Maryhill have very 
strong feelings of leaving St. Boniface open. 85% of the attendance at 
both meetings have been residents and family of Maryhill. St. Boniface 
church and the school have always had an impact on each other.  The 
Holy Name Society, Catholic Women's League and Knights of 
Columbus of St. Boniface have support the school both financially and 
religiously for many many years. If the trustees and the board had 
taken a moment to look and listen at both meetings they would see that 
St. Boniface Church is the "head "of our community and that St. 
Boniface School has certainly without question been the "heart" of the 
Maryhill community for over 100 years. If you take away our "heart" 
then what do we have left? 
  
 

paramount. Regardless of the 
decision made (St. Boniface 
remaining in Maryhill or re‐
locating to Breslau) students 
will be transported across 
highway 7. Breslau has been 
identified as an area of 
significant growth whereas no 
growth is planned for Maryhill. 
Because of this, it’s only a 
matter of time before the 
servicing issues are solved. No 
site has yet been selected; 
however, none of the options 
we are looking at are adjacent 
to Safety Kleen. At this time, 
there are no plans for the City 
of Kitchener to annex Breslau. 
Despite that, many of our 
schools house students from 
more than one municipality. We 
do not have a rule that students 
must be educated within the 
same municipality in which they 
live. Hope that answers your 
questions; have a great day. 
 

 



APPENDIX 4 –  
Comment Sheets from School Council Survey 
 
 
























































































