
 

 

 

 

 

 

 
April 29, 2013 

St. Boniface Catholic Elementary School 
Public Consultation Process – Final Report  

 



i 
 

Table of Contents 

1.0 INTRODUCTION ............................................................................................... 1 

 1.1 Goals of the Review ................................................................................ 1 
 

2.0 BACKGROUND INFORMATION ....................................................................... 2 

 2.1  Funding ................................................................................................... 2 

 2.2 Student Yields ......................................................................................... 2 

 2.2.1  Historical Student Yields .......................................................... 2 

 2.2.2  St. Boniface Student Distribution and Yields ............................ 3 

 2.3 Anticipated Residential Growth ............................................................... 5 

 2.3.1  Regional Official Plan ............................................................... 5 

 2.3.2 Breslau Secondary Plan ........................................................... 5 

 2.3.3  Breslau’s Anticipated Growth ................................................... 6 
 

3.0 PUBLIC CONSULTATION PROCESS .............................................................. 7 

 3.1 Public Meeting #1 ................................................................................... 7 

 3.2 Public Meeting #2 ................................................................................... 8 
 

4.0 OPTION 1 – REMAIN IN MARYHILL ................................................................ 9 

 4.1 Existing Site and Building ....................................................................... 9 

 4.2 Enrolment and Student Yields ................................................................ 9 

 4.3 Transportation and Out of Boundary Students ........................................ 10 

 4.4 Renewal and Accessibility Costs ............................................................ 10 

 4.5 Building Addition and/or Portables .......................................................... 11 
 

5.0 OPTION 2 – RELOCATE TO BRESLAU ........................................................... 12 

 5.1 Site and Location .................................................................................... 12 

 5.2 School Building ....................................................................................... 12 

 5.3 Transportation ......................................................................................... 12 

 5.4 Projected Enrolment ............................................................................... 13 
 

 



ii 
 

6.0 SWOT ANALYSIS ............................................................................................. 14 

 6.1 Option 1 – Remain in Maryhill ................................................................. 14 

 6.2 Option 2 – Relocate to Breslau ............................................................... 15 
 

7.0 PUBLIC COMMENTS ........................................................................................ 16 

 7.1 Public Meeting #1 – Comments .............................................................. 16 

 7.2 Public Meeting #2 – Comments .............................................................. 16 

 7.3 Written Public Comments ....................................................................... 17 

 7.4 School Council Survey ............................................................................ 17 
 

8.0 PREFERRED OPTION – RELOCATE TO BRESLAU ....................................... 18 
  

9.0 RECOMMENDATIONS ..................................................................................... 18 

 

APPENDICES 
 

APPENDIX 1– MARCH 20, 2013 PUBLIC CONSULTATION SESSION 

A) Questions Submitted Before the Meeting 
B) Questions and Answers Following the Staff Presentation 
C) Completed Comment Sheets 

 

APPENDIX 2 – APRIL 10, 2013 PUBLIC CONSULTATION SESSION 

A) Questions Submitted Before the Meeting 
B) Questions and Answers Following the Staff Presentation 
C) Completed Comment Sheets 

 

APPENDIX 3 – PUBLIC COMMENTS SUBMITTED VIA MAIL / EMAIL 
 

APPENDIX 4 – COMMENT SHEETS FROM SCHOOL COUNCIL SURVEY 



Page | 1  
 

1.0 Introduction 
 
On January 28, 2013, a public consultation process for St. Boniface Catholic Elementary School 
was initiated. The purpose of the St. Boniface public consultation process was to determine if 
St. Boniface should a) remain in Maryhill or, b) relocate to Breslau. The St. Boniface boundary is 
shown below with the two options illustrated. 

 
1.1 Goals of the Review 
 

 Develop a strategy to best serve the St. Boniface school community over the long-term.  
 Decide if St. Boniface Catholic Elementary School should remain in Maryhill or relocate 

to Breslau. 
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2.0 Background Information 
 
2.1 Funding 
 
In May 2012, the Waterloo Catholic District School Board (WCDSB) submitted a request for 
funding to the Ministry of Education for the replacement of St. Boniface school in the Breslau 
area. Specifically, assumptions made in the business case (e.g. enrolment projections) 
assumed that enrolment would increase due to higher student yields if the school would be 
relocated to Breslau. Therefore the business case requested funding for a 250 pupil place 
school recognizing this increase in enrolment. 
 
In January 2013, the Ministry of Education approved this request and announced approximately 
$5.3M for the St. Boniface replacement school. The funding and approval for a 250 pupil place 
school was based on two factors: 1) the facility condition of the existing school and associated 
renewal costs and; 2) the anticipated residential growth within the Breslau area. 
 
On March 11, 2013, the Ministry of Education provided clarification regarding the funding 
approval. The Board’s business case included the Breslau location. Funding was approved on 
that basis. If the scope of the project changes then the Board would be required to notify the 
Ministry, the funding may be at risk, and the Ministry would need to re-assess the project. Based 
on that information, Board staff proceeded on the assumption that the funding was specific to 
rebuilding in Breslau. Should a decision be made to remain in Maryhill then the Board would 
need to resubmit a business case with no guarantee that funding would be approved. 
 
 
2.2 Student Yields 
 
The student yield is the proportion of the total number of students within a specific geographical 
area that attends a Catholic school. The board-wide elementary student yield is 0.269. The St. 
Boniface student yield is 0.170. Therefore, 17% of the total students within the boundary are 
enrolled at a Catholic school (not 
necessarily at St. Boniface). 
 
 
2.2.1 Historical Student Yields 
 
For the purpose of assessing the 
distribution of students across the St. 
Boniface boundary, the boundary has been 
divided in two: north of Highway 7 and 
south of Highway 7. 
 
The total number of students residing north 
of Highway 7 has been declining. Students 
decreased from 311 in 2008/2009 to 284 in 
the current school year (2012/2013). The 
student yield in this area has also declined 
from 0.264 to 0.239 (82 students to 68 
students) over the same time period. The 
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   Total Students  WCDSB Students 

Rural North  128  19%  10  9% 

Rural Central  89  13%  16  14% 

Rural South  28  4%  3  3% 

Maryhill  67  10%  42  36% 

Breslau  377  55%  46  39% 

Total  689  117 

yields north of Highway 7 are below 
the Board average. 
 
The total number of students residing 
south of Highway 7 has more than 
doubled from 162 in 2008/2009 to 402 
in 2012/2013. The student yield in this 
area declined from 0.130 in 2008/2009 
(21 students) to 0.103 in 2011/2012 
(39 students). However, the student 
yield increased from 0.103 to 0.122 in 
2012/2013 with a total of 49 students 
in that area attending a Catholic 
school. The yields south of Highway 7 
are less than half of the Board 
average. 
 
Overall, the number of students living 
south of Highway 7 has been 
increasing while the number of 
students living north of Highway 7 has 
been decreasing.  
 
 
2.2.2  St. Boniface Student 

Distribution and Yields 
 
The map and table below illustrates 
the distribution of students living within 
the St. Boniface school boundary as 
well as student yields.  
 
There is a total of 689 students currently 
living within the St. Boniface school 
boundary. More than half of those students 
(55%) reside in Breslau and 10% reside in 
Maryhill. 
 
In comparison, there is a total of 117 
students attending a Catholic school and 
living within the St. Boniface school 
boundary. Approximately one third (39%) of these students reside in Breslau, one third (36%) 
reside in Maryhill, and the remaining one third are distributed across the remainder of the 
boundary. 
 
WCDSB has a high student yield of 0.627 in Maryhill (42 students) and a low student yield of 
0.122 in Breslau (46 students). Although the Maryhill student yield is much higher than the 
Breslau student yield there are more Catholic students living in Breslau than Maryhill. 
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2.3 Anticipated Residential Growth 
 
There are two major planning documents that directly impact St. Boniface: the Region of 
Waterloo Official Plan and the Breslau Secondary Plan. These documents identify Breslau as 
an area for significant residential growth.  
 
 
2.3.1 Regional Official Plan 
 
The Regional Official Plan is a legal document which contains planning policies to direct growth 
within Waterloo Region over the next 20 years. In the Regional Official Plan, Breslau is included 
within the Region’s “Urban Area Boundary” and is designated as “Built-Up Area” and “Urban 
Designated Greenfield Area”. Excerpts from the Regional Official Plan regarding these 
designations are listed below. 
 
Urban Area Boundary – “2.B.2… This designation contains the primary urban areas of the Cities 
of Cambridge, Kitchener and Waterloo and also extends into portions of the Township of 
Woolwich. The lands included within this designation are intended to accommodate the majority 
of the Region’s growth within the planning horizon of this Plan...” 
 
Built-Up Area – “2.C.2…Area Municipalities will establish policies in their official plans … to 
ensure that by 2015 and each year thereafter a minimum of 45 per cent of all new residential 
development occurring annually within the region as a whole will be constructed within the Built-
Up Area.” 
 
Urban Designated Greenfield Area – “2.D.16... This designation identifies lands within the Urban 
Area that are located outside the built boundary as identified by the Province.” 
 
In summary, the intention of these designations is to accommodate major growth within the 
Region. It should also be noted that Breslau is the only area within the St. Boniface school 
boundary that contains these designations. The remainder of the school boundary is anticipated 
to have limited or no growth in the future. 
 
The Regional Official Plan is currently under appeal. The impact of this appeal and the timing of 
a resolution are not known. This may affect the timing/ability for development to proceed and/or 
the ability to acquire land for a school site. 
 
 
2.3.2 Breslau Secondary Plan 
 
The Township of Woolwich is in the process of completing the Breslau Secondary Plan with the 
purpose of developing a land use strategy to accommodate future growth in Breslau. The 
Township began their one year work program in May 2012. The Township has conducted two 
consultation sessions thus far to provide updates and receive feedback.  
 
Various secondary plan options have been developed for Breslau but have not yet been 
finalized. These options have been designed to accommodate 6,100 to 9,656 persons in 
Breslau (i.e. doubling the existing population at a minimum). 
 
The Breslau Secondary Plan has not yet been completed. The outcome of the Regional Official 
Plan appeal may impact the Secondary Plan. 
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2.3.3 Breslau’s Anticipated Growth 
 
Breslau’s existing population (2012) is 3,295 persons.  
 
The map below illustrates the approximately 1700 units proposed within existing plans of 
subdivisions. This does not include the majority of the growth discussed in the Breslau 
Secondary Plan.  
 
There is minimal or no anticipated growth within the remainder of the St. Boniface school 
boundary. However, there is a small subdivision proposed in Maryhill with a total of 42 units 
planned. A development of this size would typically yield 4-6 students. It should be noted that 
this application was originally submitted in 1990 and the status and timing of this development 
are not known.  
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3.0 PUBLIC CONSULTATION PROCESS 
 
In order to make a decision to keep St. Boniface Catholic Elementary School in Maryhill or to 
relocate to Breslau public consultation was necessary. A unique consultation process had to be 
developed because APF008: Pupil Accommodation Review Process did not apply.  
 
The public consultation process included 
two public meetings before the staff 
recommendations were developed. The 
original intent was to present the 
preferred option on April 10th. However, 
staff felt it was prudent to receive all 
feedback from the public prior to 
determining a preferred option. 
 
The format of the public meetings 
included an open house, staff 
presentation and a question and answer 
period. The March 20th public meeting 
was held at St. Boniface school and the 
April 10th public meeting was held at the 
Breslau Community Centre. 
 
The meetings were advertised by post cards. The post cards were sent home with the St. 
Boniface students and were also mailed to all residents within the St. Boniface school boundary. 
 
All information and presentation materials from the public consultation sessions, including 
display boards and summaries of questions and answers, were posted on the Board website. All 
written public comments, including completed comment sheets, are attached to this report as 
appendices, and posted on the Board’s website. 
 
3.1 Public Meeting #1 
 
The first public meeting was held on March 20, 2013. At this meeting, background information 
and details of ‘Option 1 – Remain in Maryhill’ and ‘Option 2 – Relocate to Breslau’ were outlined 
in the staff presentation and on display boards. There was an opportunity for parents and 
members of the community to ask questions and submit verbal and written comments. 
Completed comment sheets as well as summaries of the questions and answers can be found 
in Appendix 1. Below is a summary of attendees at the first public meeting.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 March 20, 2013 
Total number of people in attendance 97 

Breakdown of those in attendance by place 
of residence 

Maryhill 61 62.9% 
Breslau 15 15.5% 

Other Residence 13 13.4% 
School Staff 7 7.2% 

Press 1 1.0% 
Comment sheets submitted 45 
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3.2 Public Meeting #2 
 
The second public meeting was held on April 10, 2013. At this meeting, a SWOT (Strengths, 
Weaknesses, Opportunities, and Threats) Analysis was presented in the staff presentation and 
on display boards. There was an opportunity for parents and members of the community to ask 
questions and submit verbal and written comments. Completed comment sheets as well as 
summaries of the questions and answers can be found in Appendix 2. Below is a summary of 
attendees at the second public meeting 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

  

 April 10, 2013 
Total number of people in attendance 54 

Breakdown of those in attendance by 
place of residence 

Maryhill 36 66.7% 
Breslau 13 24.1% 

Other Residence 2 3.7% 
School Staff 3 5.6% 

Comment sheets submitted 32 
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4.0 OPTION 1 – REMAIN IN MARYHILL 
 
Option 1 proposes to keep St. Boniface Catholic Elementary School in Maryhill on the existing 
site and within the existing building.  
 
 
4.1 Existing Site and Building 
 
St. Boniface was originally built in 1898 
and had additions in 1965, 1968, and 
1972. The existing school has a gross 
floor area of 22,162 square feet and a 
capacity of 135 pupil places (6 
classrooms). 
 
The site is 9.7 acres (3.9 hectares) in size 
with a frontage of 58 metres. Although this 
is a very large site for an elementary 
school, the sloped topography makes it 
difficult to build an addition or add portables. The site contains 6 parking spaces, which is half 
the requirement under municipal zoning. There are no designated pick-up or drop-off areas. 
 
St. Boniface Catholic Elementary School has been part of the Maryhill Community for over 110 
years and is located directly across the street from St. Boniface Catholic Church. The church 
and school currently have a very close relationship and daily interactions with one another. 
 
 
4.2 Enrolment and Student Yields 
 
As of September 2012, 121 students were 
enrolled at St. Boniface. Enrolment is 
expected to increase above capacity by 
2016 due to residential growth in Breslau. 
Portables and/or an addition may be 
required to accommodate future students.  
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4.3 Transportation and Out of Boundary Students 
 
The current annual transportation cost for St. Boniface is 
$99,000. This cost is high because the majority of the 
students are bussed, as expected at a rural school. In 
addition, WCDSB attempts to keep the travel times for 
students less than 1 hour. Consequently, an extra bus is 
required to reduce the travel time for students. Currently, 
the maximum travel time for students at St. Boniface is 49 
minutes. Travel times are dependent upon various factors 
including the distribution of where students live, routing of 
school buses, and number of buses serving the school 
boundary. Therefore, the travel times for students may 
change on an annual basis.  
 
There are currently eight students attending St. Boniface School that live out of the school’s 
boundary. Specifically, five of them live out of the district and north of Crowfoot Road. It should 
also be noted that there are currently nine students that are within the St. Boniface boundary but 
attend another Catholic School. Specifically, eight of them live in Breslau and attend Canadian 
Martyrs.  
 
 
4.4 Renewal and Accessibility Costs 
 
Ministry of Education inspection teams completed building condition assessments in early 2012 
and determined that the deferred renewal costs for St. Boniface are approximately $2,589,420. 
Renewal costs refer to major repairs or replacements. This number is based on the life cycle 
replacements costs and standard industry pricing. Therefore, actual costs may vary when the 
projects are completed depending on labour and material costs as well as unanticipated site-
specific conditions. The renewal projects identified are those required within the next 5 years. 
However, there is no guarantee that all the specified projects will be completed within this 
timeframe. Timing will depend on the Board’s overall priorities, system needs, and funding 
availability.  
 
The Facility Condition Index (FCI) is an industry standard used to assess if it is more cost 
effective to re-build or renovate a structure. The FCI is a comparison of the five year renewal 
costs and the replacement cost of a building of the same size. Typically, if an FCI is 65% or 
greater then it is more cost efficient to re-build the structure rather than renovate it. St. Boniface 
has an FCI of 72.67%, meaning the cost to repair St. Boniface would be 72.67% of the cost to 
rebuild the school. 
 
Accessibility costs refer to upgrades and retrofits that would be required to ensure St. Boniface 
is compliant with the Accessibility for Ontarians with Disabilities Act (AODA), which is required 
by 2025. St. Boniface would require $325,000 for accessibility upgrades including the 
installation of an elevator to the original building and the installation of a stair lift to the lower 
rear portion of the building. 
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4.5 Building Addition and/or Portables 
 
Enrolment at St. Boniface is projected to increase due to the anticipated growth within its 
boundary. As enrolment increases, a building addition and/or portables may be required. 
 
The cost of adding portables to a school site is dependent upon various factors including 
location, electrical hook-ups, and ground work. Although the exact cost of adding portables 
varies, it typically costs approximately $20,000 to add a portable to a school site. Due to the age 
of St. Boniface and that the school has had no portables previously, it is anticipated that it could 
cost an additional $50,000 to complete the necessary electrical upgrades prior to adding the first 
portable. Consequently, it would cost approximately $70,000 to add the first portable to St. 
Boniface and an additional $20,000 for each additional portable required.  
 
It should be noted that whether the decision is to remain in Maryhill or to relocate to Breslau, 
portables may be required on the existing site depending on the timing of the new school. 
 
A building addition to the existing school would cost approximately $1,420,000. To increase the 
school’s current capacity to accommodate the anticipated growth, the addition would include 
two classrooms, upgrades to administration and special education, as well as reconfiguring the 
library to accommodate the classroom additions. The cost of the addition is expected to exceed 
Ministry benchmarks due to the sloped topography and the required upgrades to the existing 
building, such as the sprinkler system, to meet current building code standards. Additional 
unanticipated costs may also arise due to the age of the building. 
 
If there is a decision to remain in Maryhill then the Board would apply to the Ministry of 
Education for funding to rebuild St. Boniface or complete an addition and/or building 
renovations. 
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5.0 OPTION 2 – RELOCATE TO BRESLAU 
 
Option 2 proposes to relocate St. Boniface Catholic Elementary School to Breslau.  
 
 
5.1 Site and Location 
 
WCDSB does not currently own land in Breslau and the exact site has not been determined. 
Therefore the details of the site (including size, location, and costs) are unknown. Ideally, 
WCDSB would acquire a site that is approximately 4-5 acres in size. Several potential locations 
have been identified and are being explored with the Township of Woolwich through the Breslau 
Secondary Plan process. 
 
The ability for WCDSB to acquire land in Breslau will depend on various factors such as the 
Regional Official Plan appeal, the Breslau Secondary Plan process, developers’ ability to 
proceed with new subdivisions, discussions with land owners regarding site purchase, and 
identifying potential partnerships.  
 
Although the exact purchase price of the land is currently unknown, it is estimated to be 
approximately $1.8 million as stated in the 2013 Capital Plan. Approximately 32% of this cost 
may be funded using Education Development Charges, which is a levy placed on all new 
development within the Region of Waterloo. The remaining portion of the cost would be funded 
using Board reserves; the Capital Plan estimates that approximately $1.2 million would be 
funded through the Proceeds of Disposition reserve.  
 
 
5.2 School Building 
 
The Ministry of Education has approved funding of $5,295,177 to build a new school in Breslau, 
with a capacity of 250 pupil places. The approved funding is based on construction benchmarks. 
The detailed design and associated cost analysis for this project has not yet been completed. 
Therefore, actual costs of this project may differ.  
 
Since a site has not yet been purchased or identified, it is anticipated that it would take a 
minimum of two years to open a new school in Breslau.  
 
 
5.3 Transportation 
 
Immediate transportation savings are not anticipated if this option is chosen. However, as 
Breslau grows over time, a larger proportion of the students would live closer to the school and 
ideally more students would be able to walk to school. The ability for students to walk to school 
will depend on the location of the school site and safe walking routes. Walking is a priority for 
WCDSB and every possible effort will be made to ensure the school is adequately located to 
maximize the number of students able to walk to school.  
 
WCDSB attempts to limit the time students spend on a bus to less than one hour. Overall, the 
travel times for students are not expected to change if this option is chosen. However, the travel 
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times for individual students may change depending on where they live, the location of the 
school, school bus routing, and the number of buses serving the school boundary. 
 
 
5.4 Projected Enrolment 
 
Student enrolment will depend on student yields, the number of junior kindergarten students 
enrolling each year, and the number of students generated by new residential growth. It is 
expected that enrolment would be higher if the school is relocated to Breslau.  
 
The enrolment projections for the Breslau 
option are based on three assumptions. The 
first is that the student yield for Breslau 
would increase and the number of students 
enrolled from Breslau would effectively 
double. An assumption was also made that 
WCDSB would attract a higher share from 
the future residential developments. 
Secondly, it was assumed that the student 
yield for Maryhill may decrease since the 
school’s location may be a deciding factor 
for some families. Lastly, the student yields 
in the remainder of the existing school 
boundary would remain unchanged. 
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6.0 SWOT ANALYSIS 
 
A SWOT Analysis was completed to identify and compare the strengths, weaknesses, 
opportunities, and threats for each of the two options.  
 
6.1 Option 1 – Remain in Maryhill 
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6.2 Option 2 – Relocate to Breslau  
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7.0 PUBLIC COMMENTS 
 
Comments were collected between January and April 2013 through comment sheets, emails, 
letters, a school council survey, and through the question/answer periods at each public 
meeting. 
 
The majority of the comments received were in favour of remaining in Maryhill. However, the 
majority of those who attended the public meetings live in Maryhill. The survey conducted by St. 
Boniface school council indicates that the school community is divided between the two options. 
 
Many of the comments received that were in favour of keeping St. Boniface in Maryhill placed 
value on school’s heritage and close proximity to the church. It was also noted that the school 
board already owns a large site in Maryhill and therefore should not purchase another site in 
Breslau.  
 
Comments that were in favour of relocating to Breslau mentioned that Breslau is a growing 
community and that school traditions could be continued at the new school. 
 
 
7.1 Public Meeting #1 – Comments  
 
The majority of the attendees at the first public meeting were Maryhill residents (63%) and the 
majority of the comments received were in favour of keeping St. Boniface in Maryhill. The below 
table provides a summary of the comments submitted. Completed comment sheets in their 
entirety can be found in Appendix 1C. 

 
 
7.2 Public Meeting #2 – Comments 
 
The majority of the attendees at the second public meeting were Maryhill residents (67%) and 
the majority of the comments received were in favour of keeping St. Boniface in Maryhill. The 

March 20, 2013  
(97 people in attendance) 

Total Residence 
Child 

Enrolled 
No Child 
Enrolled 

Child in Near 
Future 

Total number of comment 
sheets submitted 

45 
Maryhill 14 16 1 
Breslau 1 1 3 
Other 2 7 0 

Remain in Maryhill 36 
Maryhill 12 16 1 
Breslau 0 1 2 
Other 2 2 0 

Relocate to Breslau  6 

Maryhill 0 0 0 
Breslau 1 0 0 
Other 0 1 0 

School Staff 0 4 0 

Other (both/neither option 
chosen) 

3 
Maryhill 2 0 0 
Breslau 0 0 1 
Other 0 0 0 
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below table provides a summary of the comments submitted. Completed comment sheets in 
their entirety can be found in Appendix 2C.  

 
 
7.3 Written Public Comments  
 
Additional comments were received via mail or email throughout the public consultation 
process. These comments can be found in Appendix 3. 
 
 
7.4 School Council Survey 
 
At the beginning of April, St. Boniface school council sent the comment sheets to each family to 
ensure that the parents of the students currently enrolled at the school had an additional 
opportunity to submit comments. The intention was to receive feedback from the parents and to 
decide if a formal stance should be taken by the school council. 
 
Below is a summary of the comments received by school council.  As demonstrated in the table 
below, 50% of the respondents chose to remain in Maryhill and the other 50% chose to relocate 
to Breslau. These comments can be found in Appendix 4. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

  

April 10, 2013  
(54 people in attendance) 

Total Residence 
Child 

Enrolled 
No Child 
Enrolled 

Child in Near 
Future 

Total number of comment 
sheets submitted 

32 
Maryhill 3 8 8 
Breslau 5 3 4 
Other 1 0 0 

Remain in Maryhill 22 
Maryhill 3 8 8 
Breslau 1 1 0 
Other 1 0 0 

Relocate to Breslau  10 
Maryhill 0 0 0 
Breslau 4 2 4 
Other 0 0 0 

83 Families in School Total Residence 

Comment Sheets submitted 33 
Maryhill 14 
Breslau 14 
Other 5 

Remain in Maryhill 16 
Maryhill 9 
Breslau 4 
Other 3 

Relocate to Breslau  16 
Maryhill 5 
Breslau 9 
Other 2 

Undecided  1 
Maryhill 0 
Breslau 1 
Other 0 
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8.0 PREFERRED OPTION – RELOCATE TO 
BRESLAU 

 
Staff’s recommendation is that St. Boniface Catholic Elementary School be relocated to Breslau 
for the following reasons: 
 

 Breslau is currently home to over 350 students, whereas Maryhill only has 67 students. 
 Significant residential growth is planned for Breslau. Limited or no residential growth is 

planned in Maryhill or the remainder of the boundary. 
 There is an opportunity to increase student yields out of Breslau and therefore increase 

enrolment.  
 WCDSB received funding approval from the Ministry of Education to build a new 250 

pupil place school in Breslau. 
 The school community was divided regarding the preferred option and, as a whole, were 

not strongly opposed or for either option. 
 
 
 

9.0 RECOMMENDATIONS 
 
WCDSB Senior Administration recommends: 
 

That the Board pursues the purchase of a school site in the Breslau area recognizing 
that the purchase of the land will be subject to Board and Ministry approval. 
 
That the Board proceed with the construction of a new 250 pupil place elementary 
school in Breslau. 
 
That upon completion of the new school in Breslau, all of the St. Boniface students be 
relocated to the new building and vacate the existing building in Maryhill. 
 
That the principal assigned to the school develop a transition plan to facilitate the 
transition of students to their new school. 

 
 


