
Southwest Kitchener Accommodation Review Committee Meeting
                
 
 

 
A meeting of the Accommodation Review Committee was held on January 14, 2009 at 6:30 p.m. at 

Blessed Sacrament Catholic Elementary School 
 
Present: Committee Members:  

John Sullivan (Principal - Blessed Sacrament), Paul Boucher (Principal - John Sweeney), Paul 
Smith (Principal - Monsignor Haller), Kathryn Peace (Principal - Our Lady of Grace), Laurie 
Maschio-Hanson (Principal - St Timothy), Bill Haber (Blessed Kateri), Wayne Buchholtz 
(Trustee), Dave Bennett (Senior Manager of Capital Planning), Heather Cullen (Superintendent 
– Chair), Joan MacDonald (Parent - Blessed Sacrament), Chris Spere (Parent - Blessed 
Sacrament), Lori Palubeski (Parent - John Sweeney), Steve Ross ( Parent – Our Lady of 
Grace), Chris Gehan (Parent – St. Timothy), Eric Jonason (Parent - St. Timothy, lieu of Sandra 
Street). 
Recording secretary:  

Lindsay Reinhardt (Planner) 
Shuyu Zhou (Planner & recording secretary) 

Regrets: 
John Shewchuk (Senior Manager of Public Affairs), Louise Ervin (Trustee), Kevin Freeland 
(Parent - Blessed Kateri), Shelley Sprague (Parent - Blessed Kateri), Joe Potworka (Parent - 
John Sweeney), Dalia Najera (Parent – Monsignor Haller), Edgar Najera (Parent – Monsignor 
Haller), Laura Coughlin (Parent – Our lady of Grace), Fred Bittner (Transportation), Shelley 
Hercanuck (Transportation). 

Next Meetings: February 4, 2009 at Our Lady of Grace Catholic School 
 
 

1. Welcome, Introductions and Opening Prayer: 
The meeting opened at 6:35pm with a prayer led by Heather Cullen. 

 
2. Approval of Minutes 
The minutes for December 2, 2008 were reviewed and there was one minor change requested by the ARC.  
The modified minutes will be posted on the Board’s website.   

 
3. Review of Public Comments 
There were 44 parents that attended the public meetings in December: 35 at Blessed Kateri and 9 at Monsignor 
Haller. There were 40 comment sheets submitted and most of comments were concerned with St. Timothy’s boundary 
change.  For the south portion, the public preferred option 1b because the number of affected students currently 
within St. Timothy is less than in option 1a. For the north portion, some people agreed that Fischer-Hallman is a 
logical boundary between John Sweeney and Blessed Sacrament. Some of the comments reflected the concern of 
losing relationships with other parents, students and staff. 
 
4. Revise Boundary Options 
Based on the public comments and internal analysis to meet the overall goals of the Board for this accommodation 
review (e.g. balancing enrolment with capacity, developing logical boundaries that keep school communities together, 
developing a long term accommodation solution, etc.), planning staff combined the south and north options and 
developed four boundary solutions. The ARC reviewed each of the revised options and agreed to present all four at 
the public meeting on February 3rd.  
 
The boundary changes will be implemented in two phases. Phase 1 suggests a boundary change for St. Timothy and 
John Sweeney and could be implemented as early as September 2009. One phase 1 option was presented, which 
moves St. Timothy students living in south area to Blessed Kateri (original option 1b) and John Sweeney students 
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living east of Fishcher-Hallman to Blessed Sacrament. Committee members requested that enrolment projections for 
2009 be shown at the public meeting since it is very likely that it will be implemented in September 2009.  
 
Action: Staff will update the enrolment projections including year 2009. 

 
There were 3 options presented for Phase 2 of the boundary change. This phase deals with establishing a boundary 
for the new school and would be implemented within 5 years. Timing will ultimately depend on housing development. 
All three of these options affect the same number of existing students and designate areas of future development to 
different schools. In all of these options, the new Brigadoon school would accommodate John Sweeny students living 
in New Dundee, Blessed Kateri students living west of the future Strasburg Rd. extension, Our Lady of Grace 
students living in Huron Village and students generated by new development southeast and northwest of Huron Rd. & 
Fischer-Hallman Rd. Each of the Phase 2 options also recommended that future students living within John Sweeny 
boundary along Trussler Road would be bussed to another school (to be determined in the future). Option A moves 
John Sweeny students living southwest of Bleams Rd. & Fischer-Hallman Rd. to Blessed Sacrament. Option B moves 
John Sweeny students living southwest of Bleams Rd. & Fischer-Hallman Rd. to Brigadoon. Option C is the same as 
Option A except Blessed Kateri students living south of Stauffer Drive move to Brigadoon.  
 
Some committee members questioned the benefit of moving John Sweeney students living in the east of Fischer-
Hallman to Blessed Sacrament since there is only a small number of students. It was explained that it would help 
alleviate some growth pressures at John Sweeney and also make a difference in increasing enrolment at Blessed 
Sacrament. It is also a logical move and will be consistent with public school board’s boundary. 

 
5. Discuss Future Public Meetings 
The next public meeting will be held on February 3rd at John Sweeny. This will give parents an opportunity to 
comment prior to presenting the preferred option to the Board of Trustees. Planning staff will send out flyers to the 
schools to send to parents advertising the meeting. After the public meeting, the ARC will have all of the information 
required to make their recommendation. A report will be presented to the Board of Trustees with a recommended 
preferred option and recommendations for implementation and timing.  
 
6. JK Registrations 
Some committee members were uncertain as to how to deal with new students, specifically JK, registering for the 
upcoming school year when a boundary change could occur for next year. The ARC requested that planning staff 
provide a letter that could be distributed to new parents registering their children. The letter should include detailed 
information about the boundary change being implemented as early as September 2009 and about the possible 
streets to be affected. 
 
7. Implementation 
Grandparenting was discussed. Typically the Board allows grade 8 students (current grade 7 students) to complete 
their final year at their existing school.  This does not include siblings of grade 8 students and grade 8s choosing to 
remain at their existing school would not be eligible for transportation.  Details regarding implementation will be 
discussed at the next ARC meeting. 
 
The ARC requested that a display board be created outlining implementation ideas such as grandparenting and 
timing. They wanted to ensure that people understood that the timing of the new school will be dependent on the 
economy, the housing market, and enrolment.  

 
8. Adjournment 

      The meeting adjourned at 7:40 p.m. 
 

 
 


