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2013‐14 Rural West Waterloo School Closure Review 
Communications Update to April 11, 2014 

February 19, 2013 – Board staff announced changes to the boundary for St. Agatha CES. The changes were made 
as per APF 008 – Pupil Accommodation Review Process – Part A: Boundary Review Process. Details were provided 
in a full report to the board of trustees in public session and the report and boundary map were web posted. 
 
February 26, 2013 – A link to the boundary map and board report was communicated via the WCDSB Twitter feed. 
 
February 26, 2013 – The New Hamburg Independent published an editorial titled (Is the St. Agatha school worth 
saving?). 
 
February 26, 2013 – The dates of two public consultations (March 20, 2013 and April 10, 2013) were announced, 
web posted and communicated via the WCDSB Twitter feed. 
 
February 27, 2013 – Trustees Janek Jagiellowicz and Anthony Piscitelli authored an op-ed column in the New 
Hamburg Independent titled (Catholic board trustees ask parents to appeal boundary decision). 
 
March 1, 2013 – The Waterloo Chronicle published a story titled (Shift from St. Agatha might mean more students for 
Waterloo’s St. Nicholas). 
 
March 14, 2013 – The Waterloo Region Record published a story titled (Parents fear boundary change will mean 
school closure). 
 
March 18, 2013 – Five delegations appealed the boundary change at the board of trustees meeting. The board of 
trustees deferred a decision on the appeal until April 2, 2013. The meeting was covered by CTV News during both 
the 6 p.m. and 11:30 p.m. newscasts. 
 
March 19, 2013 – An updated story on the boundary change appeal was covered by CTV News during the 12 noon 
newscast. 

March 26, 2013 – The Waterloo Region Record published a story titled (St. Agatha parents want changes to 
boundary policies). 

March 26, 2013 – The New Hamburg Independent published a story titled (Parents plead with Catholic trustees to 
keep St. Agatha school’s boundary intact). 

April 2, 2013 – By a vote of 5-4 the Board of Trustees passed the following motion: THAT the Board of Trustees 
does overturn on appeal, the February 19, 2013 staff decision affecting the boundaries of St. Agatha CES 
and St. Nicholas CES. The Board of Trustees does instruct staff to come back to the trustees in a month 
with a recommendation as to which schools will be involved in an Accommodation Review. 

April 3, 2013 – The Waterloo Region Record published a story titled (St. Agatha school to take new subdivision 
students). 

April 3, 2013 – CTV News featured a story on the St. Agatha boundary decision and ARC announcement during its 
noon news broadcast. 

April 3, 2013 – A letter announcing the boundary change decision and the pending school accommodation review 
was sent home to all families at St. Agatha CES, Holy Family CES, St. Clement CES, St. Nicholas CES, Holy Rosary 
CES and Our Lady of Lourdes CES. 
 
April 10, 2013 – The New Hamburg Independent published a story titled (Trustees vote to keep St. Agatha school 
boundary intact in Waterloo: Catholic board vote sets accommodation review in motion for September). 



April 11, 2013 – The Waterloo Region Record published an opinion column titled (Sad to see small schools close). 
 
April 29, 2013 – One delegation appeared before the Board regarding the proposed Rural West / Waterloo ARC. A 
decision on the number of schools to be involved in the ARC was deferred to May 27, 2013. 
 
May 7, 2013 – A flyer announcing the change of location of the May 21 public meeting of the Board of Trustees was 
sent home to all St. Agatha CES families. 
 
May 27, 2013 – A news release titled “Catholic Board Addresses School Accommodation Issues in Woolwich, West 
Waterloo, Wilmot and Wellesley”. The release was web-posted and sent via email to: 

 All local media outlets 
 All WCDSB staff and Trustees 
 All Waterloo Region parishes 
 All local MPPs & MPs 
 All local Mayors 

 
May 28, 2013 – CBC Radio and 570 News posted stories about the vote to initiate a school closure review in West 
Waterloo, Wellesley and Wilmot. 
 
June 5, 2013 – The New Hamburg Independent published a story titled (Catholic board to consider closing St. 
Agatha school). 

June 21, 2013 – The Waterloo Region Record published a story titled (Families will rally to fill St. Agatha school). The 
rally was also covered by CTV News on June 20, 2013.  

June 26, 2013 – The New Hamburg Independent published a story titled (Students rally in support of keeping St. 
Agatha school’s future bright as fall accommodation review looms). 

September 5, 2013 – A flyer announcing the special school council information sessions was sent home to all 
families in the review schools. 
 
September 6, 2013 – A special website was launched at www.wcdsb.ca/about/accom/RWWaterloo/index.html. 
 
September 9, 2013 – Letters inviting participation on the ARC were sent to the following: 
 

 City of Waterloo; 
 Wellesley & Wilmot Townships; and, 
 St. Agatha, St. Michael, Holy Family, St. Clement & Our Lady of Lourdes Parishes. 

 
September 11, 2013 – An email message was sent to the Greater K-W Chamber of Commerce inviting suggestions 
for “a business community representative who can represent the broader interests of the business community 
in the overall review area as opposed to the business interests of just one of the affected school areas”. 
 
October 21, 2013 – The first meeting of the ARC was held at St. Nicholas CES. 
 
October 29, 2013 – A news release titled “Catholic Board Sets Dates for Rural West Waterloo School Closure 
Review Public Meetings” was web-posted, sent home with students and sent via email to: 

 All local media outlets; 
 All WCDSB staff and Trustees; 
 All Waterloo Region parishes; 
 All local MPPs & MPs; 
 All local Mayors; and, 
 All local municipal CAOs 

 
October 30, 2013 – The news release titled “Catholic Board Sets Dates for Rural West Waterloo School Closure 
Review Public Meetings” was published verbatim by Exchange Magazine in the Exchange Morning Post newsletter. 
 
November 5, 2013 – The New Hamburg Independent published a story titled (Catholic school closure review set to 
begin in December). 

 



November 14, 2013 – The second meeting of the ARC was held at St. Agatha CES. 
 
November 22, 2013 – A flyer announcing the December 5, 2013 public open house & presentation as well as 
upcoming public meeting dates / locations was sent home to all families in the review schools and web-posted. 
 
December 3, 2013 – A reminder of the date, time and location of the first public meeting was communicated via the 
WCDSB Twitter feed. 
 
December 5, 2013 – The first public meeting was held at St. Nicholas CES. Only three members of the public 
attended. 
 
December 19, 2013 – The third meeting of the ARC was held at St. Clement CES. 
 
January 20, 2014 – The fourth meeting of the ARC was held at Holy Rosary CES. Three delegations presented to 
the committee and several spectators attended. 
 
January 21, 2014 – A flyer announcing the February 3, 2014 public open house was sent home to all families in the 
review schools, web-posted, communicated via the WCDSB Twitter feed and sent via email to: 

 All local media outlets; 
 All WCDSB staff and Trustees; 
 All Waterloo Region parishes; 
 All local MPPs & MPs; 
 All local Mayors; and, 
 All local municipal CAOs 

January 28, 2014 – The Waterloo Region Record published a story titled “Catholic trustees ponder closing both St. 
Clement and St. Agatha schools”.  

January 28, 2014 – A letter detaining the request for trustees to add St. Clement CES to the list of schools 
considered for potential closure was sent home to all St. Clement CES families. 

February 1, 2014 – The Woolwich Observer published a story titled “Another mainstay on the chopping block? St. 
Clements the latest township community to face the closure of school with deep historical roots”. 

February 3, 2014 – The second public meeting was held at St. Agatha CES. Approximately 120 people attended and 
the meeting was covered by CTV News (Carina Sledz – live hit), CBC Radio (Dan Sherman) and the Waterloo 
Region Record (Jeff Outhit). 
 
February 4, 2014 – The Waterloo Region Record published a story titled “Parents have say on future of St. Agatha 
school”. 
 
February 4, 2014 – The following message was was communicated via the WCDSB Twitter feed: “Thanks to the 120 
or so folks who dropped by last night’s School Closure Review open house. @WCDSBNewswire appreciates your 
time & input!” 
 
February 7, 2014 – The Waterloo Region Record published a story titled “Trustees free to decide St. Clement 
school’s fate”. 
 
February 10, 2014 – The board of trustees decided against adding any options to the ARC which would entail closing 
St. Clement CES. The decision was communicated via the WCDSB Twitter feed. 
 
February 11, 2014 – The Waterloo Region Record published a story titled “Trustees spare St. Clement school, for 
now”. 
 
February 11, 2014 – CTV News broadcast a story titled “St. Agatha school still at risk of closure, but St. Clement 
spared”. 
 
February 13, 2014 – The fifth meeting of the ARC was held at Holy Family CES. 
 
February 26, 2014 – The sixth meeting of the ARC was held at St. Clement CES. 
 



 
February 27, 2014 – A flyer announcing the March 20, 2014 public open house was sent home to all families in the 
review schools, web-posted, communicated via the WCDSB Twitter feed and sent via email to: 

 All local media outlets; 
 All WCDSB staff and Trustees; 
 All Waterloo Region parishes; 
 All local MPPs & MPs; 
 All local Mayors; and, 
 All local municipal CAOs 

 
March 19, 2014 – The following message was was communicated via the WCDSB Twitter feed: “Reminder:  
@WCDSBNewswire’s 3rd Rural West Waterloo School Closure Review "Open House" is Thursday, 4-8 pm @ Holy 
Family CES in New Hamburg”. CTV News retweeted the message to 36,000 followers. 
 
March 20, 2014 – The third public meeting was held at Holy Family CES. Approximately 33 people attended 
(excluding staff & ARC members) and the meeting was covered by CBC Radio. 
 
March 27, 2014 – The seventh meeting of the ARC was held at St. Nicholas CES. Three delegations presented to 
the committee and several spectators attended. The ARC committee chose Option #4 as the recommneded option by 
a vote of 8-6. 
 
March 28, 2014 – A flyer announcing the April 10, 2014 public open house was sent home to all families in the review 
schools, web-posted, communicated via the WCDSB Twitter feed and sent via email to: 

 All local media outlets; 
 All WCDSB staff and Trustees; 
 All Waterloo Region parishes; 
 All local MPPs & MPs; 
 All local Mayors; and, 
 All local municipal CAOs 

 
April 1, 2014 – The Waterloo Region Record published a story titled “Parents refuse to give up on St. Agatha 
school”. 
 
April 1, 2014 – 570 News web-posted a story titled “Committee recommends closure of St. Agatha Catholic School”. 
 
April 2, 2014 – The New Hamburg Independent published a story titled “Accommodation review committee votes to 
close St. Agatha school”. 

April 9, 2014 – The following message was was communicated via the WCDSB Twitter feed: “Reminder:  
@WCDSBNewswire’s 4th & final Rural West Waterloo School Closure Review "Open House" is Thurs 4-8 pm @ Holy 
Rosary CES in Waterloo”. 
 
April 10, 2014 – 570 News web-posted a story titled “Possible closure of St. Agatha school discussed today”. 
 
April 10, 2014 – The fourth public meeting was held at Holy Rosary CES. Approximately 16 people attended 
(excluding staff & ARC members) and the meeting was covered by the Waterloo Region Record and  570 News. 
 
April 11, 2014 – The Waterloo Region Record published an opinion column titled ”The contest is rigged and St. 
Agatha school has already lost”. 
 
 
## END to DATE ## 


