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Comments Submitted via Email – As of March 27, 2017  
 

Date Comment Response 
03.27.2017 Here’s what I’ve learning throughout this whole process, 

asking questions, reading reports, email responses etc. 
 
I’ve learned this whole thing could have waited another 
couple years – the School Board knows what it costs to run 
the school on a day-to-day basis, it’s already accounted for. 
Any major capital expenditures – they could have waited. 
Talk to the actual people that have to be in the school - 
custodians, teachers, kids – they are not complaining about 
the condition of the school – they care about their community 
and quality of education. Anyone with an once of common 
sense would tell you the school is not in the dire condition its 
made out to be. And simply out of RESPECT to the families, 
kids and other stakeholders involved in the last review 
process where it was promised another review would not take 
place within 5 years – why is this fact being glossed over? 
This is a CATHOLIC school board for crying out loud – it 
should exemplify in its practices and actions the types of 
characteristics they are trying to teach to our children – no? 
 
I learned that no one is owning up to the fact that the series of 
reviews this school has been forced to face over the years has 
only harmed the school’s enrollment – scaring families away 
in the process – yet this outcome continues to be used against 
the school, like it was the school’s fault. Doesn’t something 
seem wrong with that? A little underhanded in a way? 
 
I’ve learned that this may be all for not. A band-aid solution. 
Part of the rationale for closing St. Agatha school is to save 
Holy Rosary from having to demolish/rightsize some of their 
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classrooms – but if you look at the Holy Rosary enrollment 
forecast, enrollment will continue to decline even after this 
review and students have been moved around. Holy Rosary 
will likely have to be rightsized anyway. So shut a school, 
displace families and friends and level an entire community – 
for what? To find out after the fact that you have indeed not 
achieved your desired outcome? Sounds a little backwards to 
me, no?. 
 
I’ve learned that the principles the Catholic School Board is 
based are really only loose suggestions.  
 
I’ve learned the accuracy of information doesn’t matter. 
Questionable enrollment numbers, absurd assumptions, 
completely inaccurate growth projections, and statistically 
nullified and skewed survey results are just a few examples.  
If you think that the 10 year timeframe for the building of a 
new school to replace St. Agatha is a good one, then I would 
say you have not learned much of the past few years and are 
completely out of touch with the current environment around 
you. Toronto real estate continues to explode creating a 
snowball effect in Waterloo Region and surrounding 
communities. This will only be compounded by the Toronto-
Waterloo transportation corridor in development. I think it’s 
time to be proactive, not reactive. The Catholic School Board 
was asleep at the wheel during the last growth wave that hit 
Wilmot/Wellesley townships.  
 
I’ve learned that the leadership, representatives and elected 
officials are out of touch with their rural constituents -  they 
are only enabling the outright injustice facing rural 
communities today. When you close a school in a small town, 
you rip the heart out of the community. It’s not like closing a 
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school in the city, where everyone just goes to the other 
school a few blocks away.  
 
I’ve learned that the integrity of this whole process is very 
questionable - the supposed impartially that was to be 
demonstrated by the ARC has been significantly absent. The 
Chair position as a paid representative solely for the purpose 
of this review by one party of interest is absolutely a conflict 
of interest.  
 
How can we make the decision to close a school (not a light 
decision), when there are only reactive, band-aid fixes on the 
table based on bad information with no real long-term vision 
in place?  
 
I would like to commend Luisa D’Amato (The Record) on her 
completely on-point reporting throughout this whole process. 
If you have not read all her pieces, you must.  I would also 
like to commend Michael Harris (MPP) for addressing this 
problem and the greater rural education issue facing Ontarians 
across the province. 

 


