
Comments Submitted via Email – As of February 7, 2017  
 

Date Comment Response 
02.02.2017 Hi ARC Committee, 

 
I’ve attended all the St. Agatha school review public meetings, and 
I’ve read all the reports. After all this I still have many unanswered 
questions and MAJOR concerns. I’m hoping you can answer them. 
Here they are… 
 

1. The numbers that are being thrown around - they are 
sloppy and misleading. This is a major concern.  For such a 
big decision like school closure, I was really surprised by 
the bad information/data that everyone is relying on. For 
example: 
 

a. Growth numbers for Wellesley village are way off. 
Township planners have told me there are still 87+ 
units left to build (vs. 50 outlined in the board 
report), plus developers own property East and 
West of the village (something that has not even 
been considered). New Strategic & Growth plans 
are imminent, plus major discussions have started 
for new multi-use recreational lands in Wellesley, 
the potential to attract many more families. No one 
from the Board has even consulted with Township 
planners (Geoff VanderBaaren, Planner) 
 

b. St. Agatha school enrollment numbers are 
misleading - negative publicity surrounding closure 
year-after-year has had a significant role to play in 
that, something that is intentionally not being 
discussed 

 
c. Wilmot growth projections being used by the Board 

are completely inaccurate - there is about 350 
acres proposed for development, plans for 
infrastructure upgrades, plus the GO train is still 
very much in the plans for Baden. No one from the 

Thank you for your correspondence relating to the St. 
Agatha School Closure Accommodation 
Review.   Please note the below answers to the 
questions asked: 

·            The enrolment projections are accurate and 
consistent with standard educational planning 
projection modelling that utilizes retention 
analysis, birth rate data, immigration patterns, 
development-tracking and student yield 
rates.  Enrolment projections also consider the 
Education Development Charge (EDC) process 
and is in compliance with Education Act 
Regulations.  

·            WCDSB’s Director of Education, the Chair of 
the Board of Trustees, Manager of Planning, 
and myself (St. Agatha School Closure ARC 
Chair) met with the Township of Wilmot’s 
Mayor, CAO, a Councillor, and Director of 
Development in the end of June 2016. 
Discussions were held regarding the 
Township’s anticipated growth and how this 
development translates into students.  

·            As indicated above, enrolment projections are 
based on various factors, including 
development. Board staff monitor and track all 
known plans of subdivision (registered, draft 
approved, and pending). Current and projected 
student enrolment are updated and reported 



Board has even consulted with Wilmot planners 
recently (Andrew Martin, Planner) 

 
d. The Board is making alot of unrealistic 

assumptions - their projection figures assume 
100% of the families/students will make the switch 
to Holy Rosary and/or St.Clements. How many will 
be lost to the Public board or other schools? I 
asked and was not given an answer. Does 
anybody know? If nobody does, that is troubling. If 
the purpose of this review is to fill excess capacity 
and very few make the switch, then what are we 
doing here? 

 
e. The information being provided by the Board 

regarding ‘savings’ due to St. Agatha school 
closure is completely misleading – operating costs, 
renewal need costs, efficient staffing etc. This 
would be true if you close ANY school. If this is the 
argument that is trying to be made, why not close 2 
schools, 5 schools, 10 schools – why not close 
them all and send everyone to one big mega 
school? You certainly would save more money that 
way. 

 
f. Why the lack of comprehensive demographic data? 

Some parents have asked how many Catholic 
students/families attend Public schools in Wilmot 
and Wellesley - this is something they haven’t even 
looked into. It is a valid question to demonstrate 
that the capacity needed to build new might 
already be present. Is anybody doing research? 

 
2. Why has Holy Family (New Hamburg) and their capacity 

issues not been part of this discussion? They are out of 
room. This is a good example of the small mindedness of 
this process. Nobody is looking at the bigger picture here, 
and making important decisions with blinders on, which is 
very concerning.  
 

annually to the Board of Trustees. As noted in 
the Staff Report (Section 5.5 – Residential 
Growth) “Within known plans of subdivision, 
there are approximately 50 unbuilt units in 
Wellesley and 11 unbuilt units in Baden. This 
would equate to fewer than 5 WCDSB 
students.” 

·            The Board has a School Transition Planning 
Framework that is focused on 100% retention 
of all students involved in a school 
closure.  The Transition Framework focuses on 
ensuring high quality Catholic education 
programming is provided for all students at all 
school locations. 

·            The St. Agatha School Closure Accommodation 
Review is focused on the review of St. Agatha 
CES, St. Clement CES and Holy Rosary CES and 
specifically addresses under-utilization of the 
schools and facility condition.   

·            The WCDSB strives to have all eligible Catholic 
students attend its elementary and secondary 
schools in all areas.  The Board works closely 
with the Parish-Home-School to promote 
Catholic education but ultimately it is up to the 
primary caregiver, the parents and or 
guardians to enroll their children in the 
Catholic system.  

·            Please review the Initial Staff Report, section 
4.0, Rationale for Another School Closure 
Review.  



3. Why the lies and why the sudden urgency for all this? I was 
not given a proper response as to why this review is 
happening before the promised 5-year span since the last 
review and why the sudden urgency now? Can you please 
provide a simple answer for this? This cannot wait until the 
promised 5-year period is up and a better more forward 
thinking plan is in place? Why? 
 

4. Why was the survey distributed at the first public meeting 
so poorly constructed and skewed? The level of 
incompetence on display while reading that thing was 
simply mind-blowing. 

 
In general, the questionable ethics and incompetence on display 
throughout this whole process has been simply shocking. Here’s 
the worst part – all the trustees will take everything they’ve been 
handed at face value, none the wiser that they are be shepherded 
down the Board’s desired decision path like a bunch of lemmings 
off a cliff.  To me it is backwards to be talking about closing a 
school in Wilmot Township when it desperately needs a new one. 
With such bad information lazily being passed around, I really don’t 
know how any of the information provided can be credible or 
trustworthy.  
 

·            As per the mandate of the ARC, the ARC, as a 
consultation body and official conduit of 
information shared between the school board 
and the school communities, the survey was 
designed to seek community input on the 
Initial Staff Report and Accommodation 
Options presented in the report.  The survey 
was one part of the accommodation review 
process and provided the public, at large, to 
provide this input.  

Thank you for your email, it will be shared with the 
Board of Trustees. 

Tim Robins 

Chair, St. Agatha School Closure Review ARC 

 

02.10.2017 To Whom it May concern, 
 
A few parents would like to write the CTV program W5 about 
St.Agatha's situation.  We feel that the school board needs to 
be questioned and we need to be answered.  It would be our 
last chance to get a fair public review and get our story out 
there with some answers 
 
Sincerely, 
 
Therese O'Connor 
 

Therese, 
 
Thank you for your email. Your correspondence will be 
shared with the Board of Trustees and will become part of 
the official record.  

There are a number of questions that have been asked 
relating to the Accommodation Review and the answers are 
available on the St. Agatha School Closure Review website. 
If you have any additional questions, please do not hesitate 
to ask.  



Tim Robins 

Chair, St. Agatha School Closure Review ARC 

 

 
 
 


