
Comments Submitted via Email – As of January, 26th 2017  
 

Date Comment Response 

2017.01.24 To the ARC Committee, 

I wanted to bring this article (see attachment) to 
your attention. As the article states, we shouldn't 
buy the misleading claim that small schools in 
rural and small communities are no longer 
viable. As someone who likely lives in the City, 
you might find it hard to understand or relate to 
the families who choose to move to small 
communities and choose to attend non-City 
schools. We want schools close to home like 
everybody else, but we also want schools that 
embody the unique characteristics of our 
communities. Our rural schools are what keep our 
communities strong – taking away a rural school 
is like cutting off a limb, so please really 
understand the consequence of the decision you 
have to make. Our schools are what create 
community. Your decision and the outcomes that 
result do not exist in a vacuum. What happens to 
the community of St. Agatha? What happens to 
the church? Carizon? The list goes on. As a 
matter of fact our rural communities are seeing 
significant growth and will continue to see 
growth, so why are they being ignored by the 
School Board and the Trustees? It seems to me 

Thank you for your email, it will be shared with ARC and the 
Board of Trustees.  

Tim Robins 

Chair, St. Agatha School Closure Review ARC 

 



like the people making the decisions need to take 
some time to get to know the make-up of our 
Region. I think it’s time to get out there and start 
talking to people in these communities. There is 
life beyond the City walls.  

So if you close St. Agatha school what is left? 
One overcrowded school in New Hamburg and a 
school in St. Clements in need of $4 million in 
repairs. It blows my mind that we are putting all 
this energy and effort into the CLOSING of a 
school in Wilmot Township school when we 
should actually be talking about building a NEW 
one. Why can’t we post-pone this discussion until 
there is a concrete plan in place that details how 
the school board intends to serve the growing 
needs of the Wellesley and Wilmot communities 
and families? I see decisions being made without 
the bigger picture in mind – working with 
blinders on -   it’s very short sighted thinking and 
planning – where is the leadership? 

 

2017.01.24  I have attended both public meetings regarding 
the St. Agatha school closure review.  I have also 
read all the public documents regarding the recent 
changes in the ARC process and the new funding 
to manage excess capacity (right sizing) of 
schools.  In June of 2014 St. Agatha won the right 
to remain open and get funding for a new school; 

Therese, 

Thank you for your email, it will be shared with ARC and the 
Board of Trustees.  

Tim Robins 



not ten years from now.  In August 2014 the new 
funding changes occurred.  How does this 
happen?  Did the school board and/or the 
Ministry of Education not have some dialogue of 
this before hand?  Or were we kept in the dark 
and setup for closure no matter what we the 
parents and teachers fought for?  It seems to me 
that someone on some level would have had to 
know something of these changes before they 
magically appeared right after St.Agatha's 
victory.   Also in 2014 the school boundaries 
were changed to incorporate student 
growth.  Those boundaries were not given time ( 
five years from the review) to fully test whether 
or not they would indeed help.  Again, it appears 
that the Catholic School Board has systematically 
setup  St. Agatha for closure from the 
beginning.  Consistently the school board has 
tried to hurt our school by not asking for 
appropriate funding, letting our school be the last 
in every action (last to receive full day/everyday 
JK/SK, before and after school care denied--even 
with parental interest) and last to receive any 
funding over the years to deter our school from 
disrepair. 
 
Who is really gaining in the closure of St. 
Agatha?  Certainly not the students or the 
parents.  We are involved in community activities 
thus giving our children a larger selection of 
friends and learning opportunities.  We admire 
and applaud our teachers and principal in giving 
our children the best education because of the 

Chair, St. Agatha School Closure Review ARC  

 



small community within the school.  We instill 
values and morals according to Catholic faith and 
yet we have let them down by letting the school 
board outright lie to all of us.  How can we stand 
for that?   
 
We are preparing to fight our hardest; like we've 
never fought before.  We believe in St. Agatha 
CES!!   
 
Sincerely, 
 
Therese 
 

2017.01.24 Questions for the trustees:  

Leading up to the next public consultation 
(tomorrow), I thought we should re-cap some of 
our major takeaways from the last public 
consultation. Hopefully as a collective we can get 
the answers we are looking for. 

• Their numbers - they are sloppy and 
misleading.  

• Growth numbers for Wellesley village are 
way off. Township planners have told 
us there are still 87+ units left to build 
(vs. 50), plus developers own property 
East and West of the town (something 
that has not even been considered) 

• The enrollment numbers are misleading - 
negative publicity surrounding closure 

Josephine, 
 
Thank you for your correspondence relating to the St. Agatha 
School Closure Accommodation Review.   Please note the below 
answers to the questions asked: 
 

•       The enrolment projections are accurate and consistent with 
standard educational planning projection modelling that 
utilizes retention analysis, birth rate data, immigration 
patterns, development-tracking and student yield 
rates.  Enrolment projections also consider the Education 
Development Charge (EDC) process and is in compliance 
with Education Act Regulations.  

•       As indicated above, enrolment projections are based on 
various factors, including development. Board staff monitor 
and track all known plans of subdivision (registered, draft 
approved, and pending). Current and projected student 
enrolment are updated and reported annually to the Board of 



has a role to play in that, something 
they are not owning up to 

•  Wilmot growth projections - there is 
about 350 acres proposed for 
development, plans for infrastructure 
upgrades, plus the GO train is still very 
much in the plans for Baden why are 
the boards projections different from 
the townships? 

• They are making alot of unrealistric 
assumptions - their projection figures 
assume 100% of the families/students 
will make the switch to Holy Rosary 
and/or St.Clements - how many will be 
lost to the Public board or other 
schools?  

• Why Holy Family and their capacity is not 
part of this discussion 

•  How many Catholic students/families 
attend Public schools in Wilmot and 
Wellesley - this is something they 
havent even looked into. We thought it 
was a valid question to demonstrate that 
the capacity they are looking for to 
build new might already be there 

• We did not receive a satisfactory answer 
as to why the urgency for all this all of a 
sudden 

• Why was the survey so poorly constructed 
and skewed?  

Trustees. As noted in the Staff Report (Section 5.5 – 
Residential Growth) “Within known plans of subdivision, 
there are approximately 50 unbuilt units in Wellesley and 11 
unbuilt units in Baden. This would equate to fewer than 5 
WCDSB students.” 

•       The Board has a School Transition Planning Framework that 
is focused on 100% retention of all students involved in a 
school closure.  The Transition Framework focuses on 
ensuring high quality Catholic education programming is 
provided for all students at all school locations. 

•       The St. Agatha School Closure Accommodation Review is 
focused on the review of St. Agatha CES, St. Clement CES 
and Holy Rosary CES and specifically addresses under-
utilization of the schools and facility condition.   

•       The WCDSB strives to have all eligible Catholic students 
attend its elementary and secondary schools in all 
areas.  The Board works closely with the Parish-Home-
School to promote Catholic education but ultimately it is up 
to the primary caregiver, the parents and or guardians to 
enroll their children in the Catholic system.  

•       Please review the Initial Staff Report, section 4.0, Rationale 
for Another School Closure Review.  

•       As per the mandate of the ARC, the ARC, as a consultation 
body and official conduit of information shared between the 
school board and the school communities, the survey was 
designed to seek community input on the Initial Staff Report 
and Accommodation Options presented in the report.  The 
survey was one part of the accommodation review process 
and provided the public, at large, to provide this input.  
 

Thank you for your email, it will be shared with ARC and the 
Board of Trustees.  
 



In general, for such a big decision like school 
closure, we were really surprised by the bad 
information/data they were going by 

A group of us from St. Agatha came up with a 
few questions that we feel need to be answered.  

 Thank You  

Tim Robins 
Chair, St. Agatha School Closure Review ARC 

 

2017.01.25 Hello 
 
My grade 7child is a resident of Wellesley town. 
Please keep Wellesley a Resurrection High 
School Boundry We are a family in Resurrection 
High school boundary. My child will be attending 
Catholic secondary school As his 4 older siblings 
are. 
I think it's only fair that Wellesley remain a 
Resurrection School boundary. 
I want my child bussed to Holy Rosary school 
waterloo for grade 8. 
 
I am of the understanding that there are Wellesley 
families presently in catholic elementary that 
have NO intention of using Catholic Secondary 
Education but rather are using and will use the 
Public High School Waterloo Oxford. 
 
Why change the boundary for high school if 
families won't be attending a catholic high school. 
This is an important element for older teenagers. 
St. Clements is not my preferred choice for my 
child as it is not Resurrection boundary. 

Monica, 

Thank you for your correspondence relating to the St. Agatha 
School Closure Accommodation review and your comments 
relating to the proposed secondary school boundaries changes.   

Secondary boundaries are based on feeder elementary school 
boundaries. Therefore, if Staff’s preferred option is approved, the 
Wellesley area would be part of St. David’s CSS boundary. 
However, please note that staff is recommending that existing 
secondary students be grandparented to attend Resurrection CSS, 
with transportation.  In addition, staff is recommending that grade 7 
and grade 8 students currently enrolled in St. Agatha CES be 
grandparented to attend Resurrection CSS, with transportation.   In 
regards to elementary, if the Staff’s preferred option is approved, 
your child would be part of St. Clement CES boundary. If you 
would like to attend Holy Rosary CES instead, you may apply for 
out of boundary permission but please note that transportation 
would not be provided. 



 
Thanks 
 

Thank you for your email, it will be shared with ARC and Board of 
Trustees.  

Tim Robins 

Chair, St. Agatha School Closure Review ARC  
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Small Ontario schools can — and
should — be kept open
Deani Van Pelt

Dozens ofcommunities in

rural and small-town Ontario

may lose their public schools as a
result ofa misguided education
funding model. Contrary to the
rhetoric, this doesn't need to
happen.

Schools can be vital centres of

activity, particularly for smaller
and rural communities. When

school buildings are shuttered,
non-urban areas become less

attractive to families and busi

nesses. Simply put, school clo
sures canhurt communities.

Unfortunately, the only solu
tion to school closures put for
ward so far involves loud calls for

more government funding. And
more broadly, we're all being
asked to believe that small

schools can no longer exist in
rural or small population centres.

That is not the case. For proof,
we need only to look at Ontario's
954 independent schools.

Independent schools, which
operate outside of the public
systems, have a strong presence
in rural areas and small towns.

One-quarter ofOntario's inde
pendent schools are located in
rural areas and, three ofevery 10
are in places with fewer than
30,000 residents.

Perhaps even more disconcert
ing in the school closure discus

sion is the widespread notion that
schools must be large to keep
their doors open. Not true. Al
most halfofOntario's indepen
dent schools (49.3 per cent) have
fewer than 50 students and an

additional 28.7 per cent has be
tween 50 and 149 students.

Ifmore than three ofevery four
independent schools in Ontario
can exist with fewer than150

students, small schools must be
viable. We should reject calls to
shutter small schools and ship
students out.

Instead, we should look be
yond Ontario's existingpublic
schoolfunding modelfor solu
tions. Alberta and British Colum
bia provide two models worth
consideration.

In B.C., one-third ofindepen
dent schools are located in rural

or smallpopulation areas and
more than half(54.5percent) are
small, withfewer than150 stu
dents. B.C. independent schools
are privately run but receive, for
eachstudent, up to 50percentof
the per-student operating grant
allotted for localpublic schools.
They raise additional funds
through tuition and otherdona
tions. That's a lesson for Ontario,
where small schools facing clo
sure could become independent
nonprofits and receive partial
government funding, as they do
inB.C.

Orconsider Alberta's charter

schools, which are public schools
but operate independent ofthe
local school district. They ba
sically receive the samefunding
(100per cent, on a per-studeht
basis) granted to local public
schools for operating expenses.
They cannot charge tuition (al
though they may raise capital
funds). Ontario could consider
adopting a similar policy and
transform smaller rural public
schools into charter schools, and
directlyprovidesomeportion of
the average $12,753(in 2013/14)
amount spent per student in pub
lic schools. As charter schools,
they would be free to raise addi
tional capital funds and organize
the education program around
their mission and goals.

The point is this—we
shouldn't buy the misleading
claim that small schools in rural
and small communities are no

longer viable. By learning from
independent schools in Ontario,
and consideringfunding models
in B.C. and Alberta, we can re
form how Ontario education
dollars are spent (without spend
ingmore taxpayermoney), and
keep small schools open.

Deani Van Pelt is director of the Barbara
Mitchell Centre forImprovement in
Educationat the Fraser Institute.
Distributed by Troy Media


