
Comments Submitted via Email – As of November 29, 2016 
 

Date Comment Response 

9/12/2016 Hello, 

I would like to be added to the email distribution 
list for the St. Agatha School Closure Review. 

Thanks, 

Caitlin Barton 

Hi Caitlin, 

You have been added to the email distribution list as requested. 
Have a great day. 

11/9/2016 Please send us email updates throughout the 
review process. 

With thanks 

Marjorie Martin and Douglas Sibbick 

Thank you for your interest in the review.  

Your email will be added to our email distribution list as requested. 
Here’s the direct link to the St. Agatha website: 
https://www.wcdsb.ca/about/accom/StAgatha/index.html 

Have a great day. 

11/10/2016 Good morning John, Tim and all 

John - although I appreciate that you replied, I 
would note that you have not responded to my 
question.  My question remains:  as you and Tim 
acknowledged at the Nov 9 ARC meeting in the 
St. Agatha gym, that the survey construction is 
flawed, what is being done to address this? 

I am disappointed and very concerned that a 
poorly constructed survey - such as this is - is 

Dorothy, 

Thank you for writing and expressing your concerns with the St. 
Agatha School Closure Review – On Line Survey.  Just to be clear, 
there was no agreement with you that the survey was flawed.  
However, there was agreement in understanding your point of view.  
You may remember that when you asked about the survey at the 
Public Meeting, you were advised that the survey was requesting 
public input relating to the Staff Initial Report and accommodation 
option(s) presented in the report.  You indicated that you were not 
comfortable with completing the survey on line based on the 



being allowed to continue to be used during such 
an important process.  

As we discussed on Nov. 9 and as per my 
previous email, this survey should be fixed prior 
to issuing it further as it will skew results that will 
be in the final report to the trustees, staff and 
ARC committee.  It wouldn't take much to fix it - 
just add the 'other' option to the questions - 
particularly #5 and #6.  Also, #2 is unclear as the 
answer is dependent on the location of each 
persons' home.  Those answers won't tell you 
anything clear. 

Again, my question is:  What is being done to 
address this? 

Thank you for responding to my question. 

Dorothy 

questions presented. As such, you were provided a hard copy of the 
survey and advised that your input would be shared with the 
Accommodation Review Committee for their consideration. You 
completed and submitted the hard copy of the survey and this will 
be shared with the committee at its next meeting.   

Further, to provide you with a better understanding of the new 
Ministry of Education Guidelines (March 2015) and the updated 
requirements for public consultation, I will refer to Section X 
Public Meetings, page 11 where it indicates: 

Section X Public Meetings 

“Once a school board has received an initial staff report and has 
approved the initiation of a pupil accommodation review, the 
school board must arrange to hold a minimum of two public 
meetings for broader community consultation on the initial staff 
report.  School board staff are expected to facilitate the public 
meetings to solicit broader community feedback on the 
recommended option(s) contained in the initial staff report.” 

The on line survey is designed to capture the broader community 
input on the Initial Staff Report and recommended accommodation 
option(s).     

There will be further opportunities for the public to provide 
comments both to the Accommodation Review Committee (ARC) 
at the Public Meeting #2 scheduled for January 24, 2017 and during 
the Board delegation meetings scheduled for February 27, 2017 and 
March 6, 2017.   



We thank you for your input and we hope that this response helps 
you better understand the new accommodation review guidelines 
and processes that school boards are required to follow. 

Respectfully, 

Tim Robins 

Chair – St. Agatha School Closure Review Committee 

 

11/23/2016 Some parents from my school have asked me 
about speaking as a delegate.  From what I recall 
in the past, at some of the working meetings 
delegates were allowed to speak.  I remember this 
because at the last ARC I spoke at a working 
meeting as a delegate.   
 
I took a look at the "St. Agatha School Closure 
Review Timeline" sheet from my binder and I 
only see "Delegations" noted for 2 board 
meetings on Monday February 27 and Monday 
March 6.  Is this correct?  If so, I'm wondering 
why this is the case.  Shouldn't the ARC 
committee have a chance to hear from the public 
in person before making it's recommendation to 
the trustees? 
 
Thanks for your help. 
 
Connie Snofl 
 

Hi Connie, 

 Thank you for the question. You are correct that in the past, 
delegations were allowed to present to the ARC during some ARC 
working meetings in addition to the Board of Trustees during board 
meetings. In the current review, based on the updated Pupil 
Accommodation Review Guideline and updated APF008 (WCDSB 
Pupil Accommodation Review Process), delegations will only be 
permitted during the two board meetings you noted in your email 
below (February 27th and March 6th).  

 Section 2 (School Closure Review Process) of the Initial Staff 
Report, found on page 3 of the report, highlights the changes to the 
school review process. “The Accommodation Review Committee 
(ARC) is no longer responsible for carrying out the school closure 
review process and providing recommendations. The ARC’s role is 
to act as the official conduit for information shared between the 
school board and the school communities, to comment and seek 
clarification on the initial staff report, and to review materials 



provided by board staff.” In other words, in the past reviews (based 
on the previous process), the ARC was responsible for making the 
recommendations to the Board of Trustees and Director of 
Education and therefore delegations were encouraged during ARC 
meetings. In the current review (based on the updated process), 
“Board staff are responsible for carrying out the school closure 
review process and making recommendations to the Director of 
Education and Board of Trustees.” Therefore the requirement for 
having delegations at ARC meetings has been removed. 

 

With that said, please note that there is still a second public meeting 
to be held on January 24th and the ARC members will once again be 
required to attend. This would be an excellent opportunity for 
parents to talk to both staff and ARC members regarding their 
views. As always, parents are welcome to provide written comment 
at any time to stagathaarc@wcdsb.ca and all comments received 
will be circulated to ARC members and will become part of the 
public record.  

 I have copied the ARC members in this response for their 
information and committee records.  I hope this response is helpful. 

 Tim Robins 

Chair - St. Agatha School Closure Review ARC 

 

mailto:stagathaarc@wcdsb.ca


11/29/2016 Good Evening,  

Where can you see online the commets the public is 
making about the review? It says in the survey all 
writen comments are posted on the board website. 
Where do I find this?  

Josephine McCormick  

Past Student St. Agatha School  

 

Hi Josephine,  

Thank you for your email. The online survey closes this Friday (December 
2nd) at 4pm, these results will be posted on the website at the link below 
early next week. In addition, we received a few emails to the 
stagathaarc@wcdsb.ca email and a summary of these emails along with 
our responses will be posted on the same link below later today.  

 https://www.wcdsb.ca/about/accom/StAgatha/index.html 

Tim Robins 

Chair - St. Agatha School Closure Review ARC 
11/29/2016 I was wondering when there was the open house all 

the trustees blamed the ministry for the possible 
closure and I just recieved a letter from the ministry 
of education and they said it is the trustees decision 
to close a school. So each one is blaming the other 
one. Who is lying??????? Also your numbers on 
Wellesleys future growth is wrong. It is way more 
then the school boards prediction I checked into it. 
Not sure where your numbers are comung from. It 
must be like your prediction that Baden isnt growing 
so therefore no need for a school. I guess all the new 
families in Baden don't have an option to go to a 
Catholic School because you want to close St.Agatha 
and Holy Family is full. Doesn't the board ever look 
into the future?????  

Rosemary 

“Hi Rosemary, 

You are correct in indicating the final decision is with the Board of 
Trustees. The Ministry of Education (MOE) has prioritized right-sizing and 
the responsible use of school space through the School Boards Efficiency 
and Modernization initiative.  Through this initiative, the Ministry has 
incented boards to become more efficient through adjustments to grants 
and by modifying the ARC process to enable the board to act more 
quickly.  The Ministry also provided funding under this initiative to 
remove a wing of Holy Rosary School, as identified in the Staff Report.  

The enrolment projections are based on various factors, including 
development. As noted in the Staff Report (Section 5.5 – Residential 
Growth) “Within known plans of subdivision, there are approximately 50 
unbuilt units in Wellesley and 11 unbuilt units in Baden. This would 
equate to fewer than 5 WCDSB students.” 
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 Within the Long Term Accommodation Plan, we do have a provision for a 
new school to be constructed in Wilmot Township (page 39). The Board 
will be applying for a new school when growth comes in the Township. 

New growth schools are considered through the government’s Capital 
Priorities process as new communities are built and sufficient student 
populations are present to support a new school.  New growth schools 
will not be approved by the Ministry of Education if surplus classroom 
space is available in the area.    

School sites are identified in new subdivisions early on in the 
development process. This will occur in the future when these 
subdivision plans are filed with the Township by developers.  

Tim Robins 

Chair - St. Agatha School Closure Review ARC  
 
 


