
 

 

 

December, 2014 

Meetings 
 
Inaugural Meeting 
Monday, December 8, 2104 
Agenda: https://www.wcdsb.ca/about/board/minutes/reg/pdf/2014/agenda/2014-12-
08_Inaugural_Board_Agenda.pdf 
 
Public Board Meeting 
Monday, December 15, 2014 
Agenda: https://www.wcdsb.ca/about/board/minutes/reg/pdf/2014/agenda/2014-12-15-Board-
of-Trustees-Agenda.pdf 
 

Highlights 
 

Inaugural Meeting 
The Inaugural Meeting of the new Board of Trustees was held on Monday, December 8, 2014. The 
following trustees were sworn in: 
 
Joyce Anderson (Kitchener / Wilmot) ++ 
Bill Conway (Cambridge / North Dumfries) ** 
Manuel da Silva (Cambridge / North Dumfries) +++ 
Amy Fee (Kitchener / Wilmot) ** 
Frank Johnson (Waterloo / Wellesley / Woolwich) 
Wendy Price (Cambridge / North Dumfries) 
Greg Reitzel (Kitchener / Wilmot) 
Brian Schmalz (Kitchener / Wilmot) ** 
Melanie Van Alphen (Waterloo / Wellesley / Woolwich) ** 
Karen Hakim and Maria Paz Rodrigues (Student Trustees) 
 
** = First elected in 2014 election 
+++ = Chair of the Board 
++ = Vice-chair of the Board 

 

French Immersion 
In the 2015/16 school year French Immersion will be offered in Grade 1 at the following pilot locations: Sir 
Edgar Bauer CES in Waterloo; St Anne CES in Kitchener; and, St Peter CES in Cambridge. Up to two 
classes will be offered at each site. Attendance boundaries for the program are based on the student’s 
home address. Students will be chosen by lottery with no preferential treatment given to students 
currently attending the pilot schools. The board’s current policies on admissions and transportation 
remain in effect for French Immersion students. Parent Information Meetings will be held in January at the 
pilot schools as follows: 
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St Anne CES 
Tuesday January 6, 2015 

6:00-7:00pm 
250 East Ave., Kitchener 

Sir Edgar Bauer CES 
Monday January 12, 2015 

6:00-7:00pm 
660 Glen Forrest Blvd., Wloo 

St Peter CES 
Thursday January 15, 2015 

6:00-7:00pm 
92 Avenue Rd., Cambridge 

 
Further information about Ontario’s French Immersion curriculum is available at: 
www.edu.gov.on.ca/eng/curriculum/elementary/fsl18-2013curr.pdf 

Bell Times 
In May 2014 the Board of Trustees asked board staff “to review bell times for the 2015-16 school year 
with a goal of having all schools start no later than 9:00 a.m.” At the December 15, 2014 public board 
meeting staff presented a detailed report that included two scenarios leading to no school starting after 9 
a.m.: Scenario 1 would see an additional 47 vehicles added to the schedule at an additional cost to the 
budget of $1.6 million per year. Scenario 2 (which does not include any changes to secondary school bell 
times) would see an additional 36 vehicles added to the schedule at an additional cost to the budget of 
$1.2 million per year. After discussion the Board of Trustees voted unanimously to ask staff “to look at the 
cost related to changing bus/bell times for St. Agnes, St. Anne K and St. Teresa K and bring back the 
report to Committee of the Whole on January 12, 2015”. 

Further information about WCDSB’s 2014-15 bell times is available at: www.wcdsb.ca/schools/pdf/Bell-
Times-September-2014.pdf 
 

Revised Budget Estimates 
Under the Education Act every Ontario school board must each June file a balanced budget with the 
Ministry of Education. In an effort to ensure those annual budgets are based on realistic projections each 
school board is also required each fall to file “Revised Estimates”. This year’s Revised Estimates were 
prepared using actual student enrolment as at October 31, 2014 and a revised enrolment projection for 
March, 2015. The recalculation of revenues which arose due to revised enrolment and changing 
operational needs made necessary an adjustment of expenses. On December 15, 2014 the WCDSB 
reported Revised Estimates indicating a balanced budget.   
 
Further information about the 2014-15 WCDSB school year budget and other board finances is available 
at: www.wcdsb.ca/about/financial/financial.html 
 

WCDSB Multi-year Plan 
Under the Education Act all Ontario school boards must “develop a multi-year plan aimed at achieving the 
goals of student achievement, positive school climate, inclusive an accepting schools, stewardship of 
resources, and effective and appropriate education programs to its pupils”. The current WCDSB Multi-
Year Plan 2010 – 2014 comes to a conclusion at the end of this calendar year. On December 15, 2014 
the Board of Trustees approved a plan development process and timelines which will culminate in a final 
plan for approval in May, 2015. This will be followed by staff development of a complementary operational 
plan. 
 
Concussion Procedures 
The WCDSB’s new Concussion Procedures (APH 027) were presented to the Board of Trustees as 
information. The new policy is available at: https://www.wcdsb.ca/ap_memos/PDF/APH027.pdf 
 

Upcoming Board Meetings 
 
Committee of the Whole Board 
6:00 p.m. - Monday, November 10, 2104 
 
Public Board Meeting 
6:00 p.m. -- Monday, November 24, 2014 
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The Waterloo Catholic District School Board, representing more than 96,000 Catholic school supporters, 
operates 52 schools and five adult education facilities serving more than 40,000 elementary, secondary 
and continuing education students in Waterloo Region – continuing a 178-year tradition of quality, 
inclusive, faith-based education. Follow us on Twitter: @WCDSBNewswire - #WCDSBAwesome. 
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For more information, please contact: 
John Shewchuk – Chief Managing Officer 
(519) 578-3660 | john.shewchuk@wcdsb.ca 
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