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 WATERLOO CATHOLIC DISTRICT SCHOOL BOARD 
 
DATE:  August 27th, 2001 
 
TO:   Board of Trustees 
 
FROM:  Chair of the Board 
   Director of Education 
 
SUBJECT:  Establishment of the John Sweeney Memorial Scholarship 
 
______________________________________________________________________________ 
 
TYPE OF REPORT   [  x]  Internal Monitoring   
     [    ]  External 
     [    ]  Direct Inspection 
 
TYPE OF INFORMATION  [ x ]  Information for Decision Making 
     [    ]  Information Only 
     [    ]  Monitoring Information 
          
ORIGIN   
 

• Ministry of Education, Education Act, section 173(2) 
• “A board may award bursaries or prizes to its pupils under such terms and conditions as the board may 

prescribe.”  
 
  
BACKGROUND  
1. The Board of Trustees are aware of the death of former Director of Education, John Sweeney.  John was the first 

Director of Education of the former Waterloo Region Roman Catholic Separate School Board from 1969 to 1975. 
 
2. John went on to become the Member of Provincial Parliament for Kitchener-Wilmot from 1975 to 1990. He served 

in the cabinet of the David Peterson government as the Minister of Community and Social Services and the Minister 
of Municipal Affairs and Housing.  

 
3. After retirement from provincial politics, John became Chancellor of St. Jerome’s University, Waterloo in 1992 – a 

position he held until his death.   As well, John was an active participant in Habitat for Humanity – chairing the 
National Board of Directors.  He also served as a member of the Board of Trustees for St. Mary’s Hospital, 
Kitchener. 

 
4. John’s service to the community, province and nation is an example for our youth. Former Premier Peterson has 

commented that John “was just one of the most Christ-like people I’ve ever met.  He was driven by principle, faith 
and love – these three things governed his life.” It is fitting, therefore, that the Board of Trustees establish a 
scholarship in John’s memory.  The Director of Education has met with Kay Sweeney and Tony Truscello to define 
the parameters of the scholarship and selection process for the Board of Trustees’ consideration.  
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Terms of the John Sweeney Memorial Scholarship. 
 
1. The Board of Trustees shall grant annually to a student graduating from one of its secondary schools or continuing 

education program a scholarship in the amount of $1,000. 
 
2. The funding for the scholarship shall come from the Board of Trustees’ budget line. (The scholarship has now been 

 funded through the Waterloo Catholic Schools Foundation [July 2010]). 
 
3. The first scholarship will be awarded during the Fall 2001 graduation ceremonies for students who graduated 

during the 2000-2001 school year. 
 
4. In order to receive the scholarship, the recipient must: 
 

a) Be a graduating student from one of the Board’s secondary schools or continuing education sites; and, 
 
b) Be registered in full-time attendance at St. Jerome’s University, Waterloo; and, 

 
c) Demonstrate qualities such as: perseverance, loyalty, integrity, commitment; and, 

 
d) Demonstrate a balanced involvement in their school, church, and civic community. 

 
5. Annually, in September, St. Jerome’s University will generate a list of graduates of the Waterloo Catholic District 

School Board who have registered full-time at St. Jerome’s.  The students will have graduated from the Waterloo 
Catholic District School Board during the previous academic year up to and including August 31st of the said 
previous academic year. [e.g. The list of potential recipients for the first scholarship round will be generated in 
September 2001 comprising students who graduated from Waterloo Catholic District School Board secondary 
schools/continuing education sites between September 1st, 2000 and August 31st, 2001].  

 
6.  The list will be forwarded to the Director of Education for the Waterloo Catholic District School Board who will 

share the list with the secondary school principals. 
 
7. The school(s) and representatives from St. Jerome’s University and the Waterloo Catholic District School Board 

will select the recipient based on the criteria outlined in number 4 above.  
 
8. Where, in the opinion of the selection committee, no qualifying candidate comes forth in any given year, the 

selection committee may allocate the award to previous recipients in order to assist them to complete their studies. 
 
 
CONCLUSIONS 
 
This report is provided for decision-making by the Board of Trustees. 
 
PREPARED/REVIEWED BY Roger D. Lawler 
    Director of Education 
 
    Judy Nairn 
    Chair 
 
 
Ref: Sweeney Scholarship 
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Recipients 
 
2001 Shawna Thomson Resurrection  
2002 Kathy Sisik  Resurrection 
2003 Annie Denomme Resurrection 
2004 Charmaine Champion St. Mary 
2005 Laura Paprocki Resurrection 
2006 Rachel McNeil  St. Mary 
2007  Elizabeth Watkins St. David 
2008 Ian McKellar  St. David 
2009 Breanne Hennessey St. Mary 
2010 Brittany Winterkorn St. Mary 
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2011 Nomination Sheet 
 
Student’s Name :          . 
 
 
School :           . 
 
Name of Nominator (Guidance/Chaplain/Administrator) :     . 
 
 
NOTE:    
 

1. The student is asked to complete the following sections and then have the nominator verify 
the accuracy of the information by signing in support of the nomination. 

 
2. Please use additional space as required, print a copy of the nomination page, have the 

Principal sign the nomination and forward it by June 1st, 2008 to the attention of Roger D. 
Lawler, Director of Education.  

 
 
1. Please list the activities the student has been involved in for EACH of the following areas: 
 
a) School 
b) Church 
c) Civic Community 
 
 
 
2. Please outline how the student demonstrates qualities such as: perseverance, loyalty, integrity,  and 
commitment  
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