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May 4, 2017 
 
 
TO:  Chairpersons and Directors of Education 

- All Catholic District School Boards 
 
FROM: Patrick Daly, President 
 
SUBJECT: Ontario Community Hubs Summit 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
From May 1 to 2, and in a couple of cases May 3, OCSTA Directors, Kathy Burtnik (Niagara 
CDSB), Carol Cotton (York CDSB), Michael Del Grande (Toronto CDSB), Michelle Griepsma 
(PVNC CDSB), Arlene Iantomasi (Halton CDSB), Linda Ward (St. Clair CDSB) and myself, along 
with OCSTA staff attended Ontario’s Community Hubs Summit – an event sponsored by the 
Community Hubs Secretariat. The Summit was held at the Evergreen Brick Works facility in 
Toronto. 
 
This inaugural event for the Community Hubs initiative in Ontario was designed to provide an 
opportunity for 500 community stakeholders (school boards, libraries, municipalities, non-profit 
groups, interested private corporations, and various government ministry representatives) to discuss 
issues, concerns and ideas around the creation of Community Hubs in Ontario. 
 
OCSTA and the other trustee associations expressed an early interest in contributing to the 
information to be shared at this Summit. As a result we were able to coordinate a panel discussion 
that specifically examined the key questions, concerns and opportunities regarding community hubs 
in operating schools.

http://www.ocsta.on.ca/


 

P R O M O T I N G   A N D   P R O T E C T I N G   C A T H O L I C   E D U C A T I O N 

 

Moderated by OCSTA Executive Director, Nick Milanetti, the panel included: 
 

• Representatives from each Trustee Association: 
o Patrick Daly, OCSTA President 
o Laurie French, OPSBA President 
o Jean Lemay, Président, Association franco-ontarienne des conseils scolaires 

catholiques 
o Denis Chartrand, Président, Association des conseils scolaires des écoles publiques 

de l’Ontario 
• Municipal Representative: 

o Rob Burton, Mayor, Town of Oakville 
 
An additional panel on the topic of community hubs in operating schools also explored how sectors 
can work together to integrate key community services within hubs. I’d like to acknowledge and 
thank the London District Catholic School Board’s Director of Education, Linda Staudt who led a 
segment of this session with the City of London Managing Director, Lynn Livingstone. Together 
they discussed the positive community outcomes and successful working relationship between the 
board and the city with regard to the St. Francis Catholic Elementary School Family Support Centre 
in London.  
 
OCSTA will continue to monitor the Community Hubs initiative closely and take every opportunity 
to ensure that the perspectives and priorities of Catholic school boards are considered as this 
significant focus of the government continues to engage communities and stakeholders in the 
education sector. 
 
For your reference, enclosed is the full Community Summit Program and an infographic detailing 
provincial funding provided for community hubs. 
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2017 Ontario Community Hubs Summit 
Evergreen Brickworks, 550 Bayview Ave, Toronto ON 

 
 

“I believe the province needs to remove barriers to 
community hubs and provide support to build strong 

communities.”  

 

 
– Premier Kathleen Wynne 

 

 
 

Our Journey 

In March 2015, Ontario Premier Kathleen Wynne appointed a Special Advisor to the 

Premier on Community Hubs, Karen Pitre, to work with and lead a Community Hubs 

Framework Advisory Group to identify provincial barriers in community hub 

development and to provide recommendations for reducing these barriers and 

supporting community hub development.  

Karen Pitre, with the support of the advisory group and a government secretariat, spent 
90 days immersed in the local ‘lived’ experience of community hubs. The advisory group 
heard from 350 organizations and participated in over 70 meetings with internal and 
external stakeholders, including sector organizations, local service providers and many 
provincial ministries. Over 400 responses were received through an online survey. 
 
Strategic Framework and Action Plan 

In August 2015, Karen Pitre and the advisory group presented a Framework and Action 

Plan to the Ontario government that included 27 recommendations on how to support 

community hub development. The government committed to implementing all of the 

recommendations and released a one-year progress report in August 2016. 

The 2017 Ontario Community Hubs Summit provides an opportunity for 500 committed 

stakeholders to share best practices and resources, connect and strengthen the 

partnerships and coordinating efforts among organizations in Ontario’s communities, 

and work together to chart the future of this important initiative.   

We are pleased to welcome you to the 2017 Ontario Community Hubs Summit! 



 
 

 
2 

 

 
 

Monday May 1, 2017 
 

Start of Day’s Program 
 

8:00am Registration & Continental Breakfast (Young Welcome Centre) 
 

9:00am Summit Opening (CRH Gallery) 
 
 Cat Criger, Traditional Indigenous Aboriginal Elder 

 

9:30am Welcome & Introduction (CRH Gallery) 
 
 Hon. Bob Chiarelli, Minister of Infrastructure 
 Premier Kathleen Wynne 

 

10:00am Setting the Stage for the Summit (CRH Gallery) 
 
 Karen Pitre, Special Advisor to the Premier on Community Hubs 

 

10:20am Networking Break (Koerner Gardens) 
 

11:00am Setting the Context – Why are Community Hubs Important in  
Ontario Now? (CRH Gallery) 

Daniele Zanotti will engage different perspectives and experiences in 
rooting our Summit in the question of why community hubs matter – why 
they have mattered and why they matter moving forward in Ontario.  

The conversation will explore how community hubs (both place and 
approach) engage and connect communities to drive what they need while 
working together with agencies, government and other key partners to 
address challenges and maximize opportunities. 
 

 Daniele Zanotti, President & CEO, United Way Toronto & York 
Region 

 Bill Davidson, Executive Director, Langs 
 Sarah Midanik, Executive Director, Native Women’s Resource Centre 
 Shane Beharry, Manager, Community Resource Connections, East 

Scarborough Storefront 
 Shirley Racine, President, Limoges Health Hub Volunteer Committee 
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Lunch 
 

12:00pm Lunch & Keynote – Tony Armstrong, CEO, Locality, UK (CRH Gallery) 
 

Tony will speak to the history of Locality in the United Kingdom, the 
different types of services that Locality provides to their communities, and 
how hubs can be economic anchors for their communities. 
 

 

Break Out Session A 
 

1:30pm 1. Breaking Down Planning Silos (Capital One Room) 

Facilitator: Jim Harbell, Partner, Stikeman Elliott LLP & Premier’s 
Advisory Group on Community Hubs  

Learn how different sectors plan locally and engage in a conversation 
about how to bring everyone to the table and ensure that planning is 
inclusive across sectors. 
 

 Kim Delahunt, Senior Director, Health System Integration, Central 
West LHIN 

 James Dunn & Paul Johnson, Co-Chairs, Hamilton Anchor Institution 
Table 

 Melanie Knight, Planner, Planning, Infrastructure & Economic 
Development, City of Ottawa 

 Lewis Morgulis, Manager of Planning, Admissions & Partnerships, 
Durham Catholic District School Board 

 Henry Wall, Chief Administrator Officer, Kenora District Services 
Board 

 

1:30pm 2. Getting Started in your Community (Meeting Room 2) 

Facilitator: Silvia Cheuy, Director, Deepening Community 
Tamarack  
 
Hear from local champions about how they got started in developing a 
community hub.  Be part of the discussion to learn about practical tools 
that you can use in your community. 
 

 Jennifer Dockstader, Executive Director, Fort Erie Native Friendship 
Centre 

 Anne Gloger, Principal, East Scarborough Storefront and Centre for 
Connected Communities 
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 Pru Robey, Vice President & Creative Placemaking Lab Director, 
Artscape 

 Shirley Racine, President, Limoges Health Hub Volunteer Committee 
 

1:30pm 3. The Community Hub as a Concept (CRH Gallery) 

Facilitator: Bruce McDonald, President & CEO, Imagine Canada  

Explore the roots and history of coordinating and integrating services in 
local communities (before we were talking community hubs) and what we 
can learn from the experience of these models. 
 

 Marc Bisson, Director General, Centre de santé communautaire de 
l’Estrie 

 Wendy Muckle, Executive Director, Ottawa Inner City Health, Inc. 
 Juliette Nicolet, Policy Director, Ontario Federation of Indigenous 

Friendship Centres  
 

1:30pm 4. Community Planning Resources (Blakes Room) 

Facilitator: Gillian Mason, Gillian Mason Consultancy 

Explore options and approaches for finding the resources and funding to 
help with local planning needs while building local capacity. 
 

 Jehad Aliweiwi, Executive Director, Laidlaw Foundation 
 Tracey Beauregard, Regional Director, Champlain District Office, 

Ontario Trillium Foundation 

 Terry Cooke, President & CEO, Hamilton Community Foundation  
 

1:30pm 5. Why Community Hubs Matter – from Co-Location to Integration 
(4th Floor) 

Facilitator: Lorraine Duff, Director, Programs, United Way Toronto 
York Region 

Join a conversation that starts with why community hubs matter and what 
we are trying to achieve.  Explore people’s experience in developing the 
vision and mission that shapes different approaches to community hubs. 
 

 Meccana Ali, Program Manager, York Region Centre for Community 
Safety 

 Lee Soda, Executive Director, Agincourt Community Services 
Association 

 Lore Wainwright, Director, Innovation Works 
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1:30pm 6. Community Hubs within Operating Schools (BMO Atrium) 

Facilitator: Annie Kidder, Executive Director, People for Education & 
Premier’s Advisory Group on Community Hubs 

One of two sessions that will explore how sectors can work together to 
integrate services and create hubs within operating schools. 
 

 Michelle Connor, Manager, Strategic Planning, Public Health, Safety 
& Services, City of Brantford 

 Susan Fletcher, Executive Director, Applegrove Community Complex 
 Lynn Livingstone, Managing Director, City of London 
 Linda Staudt, Director of Education, London District Catholic School 

Board 
 

1:30pm 7. Evergreen Tour - Public Markets (Meet at Registration Desk) 

Tour the public market site for the Farmer’s Market and Winter Village. 
The guide will describe the connection with local food, food security, and 
fulfilling the Evergreen mandate. Markets as spaces for people coming 
together will be highlighted. 
 
 

Networking Break 
 

3:00pm Networking & Refreshments (Koerner Gardens) 

 

Sector Conversations  
 

3:45pm 1. Community and Social Services (Blakes Room) 

Facilitator: Lois Mahon, President, College of Early Childhood 
Educators & Premier’s Advisory Group on Community Hubs 
 

 Hon. Helena Jaczek, Minister of Community & Social Services 
 Phillip Haid, CEO & Co-Founder, Public Inc. 
 Elspeth McKay, Executive Director, Operation Come Home 
 Ahmed Hussein, Executive Director, Thorncliffe Neighbourhood Office 
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3:45pm 2. Education (BMO Atrium) 

Facilitator: John Fox, Partner, Robins Appleby Barristers & Solicitors 
 

 Hon. Mitzie Hunter, Minister of Education 
 Ellen Warling, Manager of Planning and Accommodation, Hamilton 

Wentworth District School Board & Director, Ontario Association of 
School Board Officials 

 Lucia Reece, Director of Education, Algoma District School Board 
 

3:45pm 3. Health and Long-Term Care (4th Floor) 

Facilitator: Alex Munter, President & CEO, Children’s Hospital of 
Eastern Ontario (CHEO) & Ottawa Children’s Treatment Centre 
(OCTC) 
 

 Hon. Eric Hoskins, Minister of Health & Long-Term Care 
 Cameron MacLeod, Executive Director, Carlington Community Health 

Centre 
 Rick Williams, Commissioner, Community Services, The District 

Municipality of Muskoka 
 Shawn Kerr Associate Vice-President, Public Affairs & Strategic 

Partnerships, Trillium Health Partners 

 

3:45pm 4. Justice (Meeting Room 2) 

Facilitator: Mary Hogan, Justice, Ontario Court of Justice 
 

 Hon. Yasir Naqvi, Attorney General 
 Julius Lang, Director, Training & Technical System, Center for Court 

Innovation 
 J.P. Levesque, Chief of Police, Thunder Bay Police Service 
 Heather Campbell, Counsel, Social Justice Tribunals Ontario  

 

3:45pm 5. Municipal (CRH Gallery) 

Facilitator: Enid Slack, Director, Institute on Municipal Finance, Munk 
School of Global Affairs, University of Toronto & Governance & 
Premier’s Advisory Group on Community Hubs 
 

 Laurie LeBlanc, Deputy Minister, Ministry of Municipal Affairs and 
Ministry of Housing 

 David Crombie, Chair Advisory Panel to the Ministers for the 
Coordinated Review 

 LoriAnn Girvan, Chief Operating Officer, Artscape 
 Keith Palmer, Director of Community Services, County of Dufferin 
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3:45pm 6. Youth (Capital One Room) 
 
Facilitators: Thea Belanger, Coordinator, Ontario Indigenous Youth 
Partnership Project, A project of Tides Canada & Stoney McCart, 
Executive Director of the Students Commission & Director, Centre 
for Excellence in Youth Engagement 
 

 Hon. Michael Coteau, Minister of Children & Youth Services 
 Annalie Bonda, Executive Director, Remix 
 Andrea Brown, Manager, Fusion Youth Activity & Technology Centre 
 Sheila McMahon, Executive Director, United Native Friendship 

Centre, Ontario Federation of Indigenous Friendship Centres Youth 
Council 

 Ian Manion, Director of Youth Research, Institute of Mental Health 
Research, The Royal & Member, Mental Health and Addictions 
Leadership Advisory Council, Ministry of Health & Long Term Care 

 Joanna Henderson, Director of the Margaret and Wallace McCain 
Centre for Child, Youth & Family Mental Health & Interim 
Implementation Director of the Cundill Centre for Child and Youth 
Depression at CAMH 

 

3:45pm 7. Sports, Culture & Libraries (Activation Zone) 

Facilitator: Geoff Cape, Founder & CEO, Evergreen Brick Works 
 

 Hon. Eleanor McMahon, Minister of Tourism, Culture & Sport 
 Stephen Abram, Executive Director, Federation of Public Libraries 
 Michael Bartlett, Head of Community Affairs, Maple Leaf Sports & 

Entertainment (MLSE) & Executive Director, MLSE Foundation 
 Paulette Gagnon, Directrice du developpement, La Place des Arts du 

Grand Sudbury 
 Pru Robey, Vice President & Creative Placemaking Lab Director, 

Artscape 

 

Reception  
 

5:30pm Reception with Hon. Bob Chiarelli, Minister of Infrastructure (Koerner 
Gardens) 

Cash bar and refreshments 

 

End of Day’s Program 

7:00pm 
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Tuesday May 2, 2017 

 

Start of Day’s Program 
 

8:00am Continental Breakfast (Koerner Gardens) 
 

8:30am Welcome and Introductions (CRH Gallery) 
 

 Hon. Marie-France Lalonde, Minister of Community Safety & 
Correctional Services 

 

8:40am Mary Wiens in Conversation with Sheldon Kennedy and Steve Orsini 
(CRH Gallery) 
 

Mary Wiens will explore with guests Sheldon Kennedy and Steve Orsini 
the importance of integrated decision-making.  Sheldon Kennedy will 
share his experience in bringing governments, public and private sector 
partners together to work collaboratively to influence policy change and 
improve the way child abuse is handled. Steve Orsini will discuss 
transformative efforts underway within the Ontario Public Service to 
deliver integrated services to meet the service needs in communities.  The 
conversation will explore the challenges and opportunities for partnerships 
to find improved outcomes for the people of Ontario. 
 

 Mary Wiens, Reporter-Editor, Metro Morning-CBC Radio  
 Sheldon Kennedy, Co-Founder - Respect Group & Lead Director, 

Sheldon Kennedy Child Advocacy Centre 
 Steve Orsini, Secretary of the Cabinet, Head of the Ontario Public 

Service, and Clerk of the Executive Council 
 

 

Break Out Session B 
 

9:30am 1. Adaptive Reuse of Schools - Part 1 (BMO Atrium) 

Facilitators: LoriAnn Girvan, Chief Operating Officer, Artscape & 
Cynthia Clarke, Vice President, Enterprise Asset Management 

 

Part 1 of a 2-part design workshop (charrette) that will engage participants 
in a hands-on experience in redeveloping surplus school properties. 
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 Case Studies: 

 Parry Sound Non Profit Housing, Georgian Bay Native Non 
Profit Homes – Howard Wesley 

 Artscape – LoriAnn Girvan 
 

9:30am 2. Stories from the Field (Blakes Room) 
 

Facilitator: Anne Gloger, Principal, East Scarborough Storefront and 
Centre for Connected Communities 
 

Many community hubs have extensive operating experience.  Hear their 
stories and lessons learned from across the province about how to evolve 
and operate community hubs. 

 
 Access Alliance Multicultural Health and Community Service – Axelle 

Janczur, Executive Director  
 Pikangikum – Rachel Kampus, Assistant Deputy Minister, Ministry of 

Children & Youth Services and David Mitchell, Assistant Deputy 
Minister, Ministry of Children & Youth Services 

 Innisfil ideaLAB & Library - Susan Downs, Chief Librarian & CEO 
 La Place des Arts du Grand Sudbury - Paulette Gagnon, Directrice du 

développement & Emily Trottier Economic Development Business 
Development Officer, City of Greater Sudbury  

 Ontario Federation of Indigenous Friendship Centres– Juliette Nicolet, 
Policy Director 

 The Exchange, Caledon Community Services – Monty Laskin, Chief 
Executive Officer 

 

9:30am 3. Capital Financing (Meeting Room 2) 

Facilitator: Jim Harbell, Partner, Stikeman Elliott LLP & Premier’s 
Advisory Group on Community Hubs 

 

Build your understanding of the tools and strategies for getting the capital 
you need. 

 
 Andy Broderick, Vice President, Impact Market Development, Vancity 

Community Investment Bank 
 Jennifer Hutcheon, Vice President, Loan Operations & Customer 

Relations, Infrastructure Ontario 
 Stephen P. Kylie, Lawyer & President, The Mount Peterborough 
 Adam Spence, Director, Social Venture Connexion (SVX) 
 George Zegarac, Deputy Minister, Ministry of Infrastructure 
 Beth Puddicombe, VP Commmunity Investment, Ontario Trillium 

Foundation 
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9:30am 4. Provincial Transfer Payment Modernization (Capital One Room) 

Facilitator: Cathy Taylor, Executive Director, Ontario Nonprofit 
Network 

 
Learn about and discuss work underway in partnership with sectors and 
government to modernize provincial funding for agencies and what this 
means for community hubs. 

 
 Jeff Butler, Executive Lead, Transfer Payment Administrative 

Modernization Office, Treasury Board Secretariat 
 Nisha Haji, Manager, Public Engagement and Education, Cabinet 

Office 
 Larry Whatmore, Vice President Finance, Woodgreen 

 

9:30am 5. Mobilizing Data (CRH Gallery) 

Facilitator: Michael Lenczner, Founding Director, Powered by Data, a 
Project of Tides Canada 

 

Explore how to use local data and mapping tools to inform effective 
community planning. 
 

 Elena DiBattista, Director, Our Kids Network Halton 
 Kathryn Manners, Rural & Remote Access to Justice, A Boldness 

Project 
 Brian Mosley, GIS Analyst, Knowledge Management Division, 

Kingston Public Health/Delivery Agency & Partner for 
communityhubsontario.ca,  

 Cathy Scott, Chief Knowledge & Policy Officer, PolicyWise for 
Children & Families 

 

9:30am 6. Working and Connecting across Government Ministries (4th Floor) 

Facilitators: Janet Menard, Deputy Minister, Ministry of Community 
and Social Services & Nancy Matthews, Deputy Minister, Ministry of 
Children and Youth Services 

 

Hear what is happening across provincial government ministries to 
strengthen integrated service delivery at the local level.  Participate in a 
conversation that explores the roles and relationships needed to ensure 
local services meet the needs of community. 
 

 Sheldon Kennedy, Co-Founder, Respect Group & Lead Director, 
Sheldon Kennedy Child Advocacy Centre 
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 J.P. Levesque, Chief of Police, Thunder Bay Police Service 
 Henry Wall, Chief Administrative Officer, Kenora District Services 

Board 
 

9:30am 7. Evergreen Tour – Social Enterprise (Meet at Registration Desk)  
 

Tour of the social enterprise aspects of the site, including the tenants in 
Evergreen’s LEED Platinum building, the café, the bike shop and its 
connection with active living programs in the ravine, the public markets, 
and how the revenue from each helps feeds their charitable work. 
 
 

Networking Break  
 

11:00am Networking & Refreshments (Koerner Gardens) 

 
 

 Break Out Session C 
 

11:30 am 1. Adaptive Reuse of Schools – Part 2 (BMO Atrium) 

LoriAnn Girvan, Chief Operating Officer, Artscape & Cynthia Clarke, 
Vice President, Enterprise Asset Management 
 
Part 2 of a 2-part design workshop (charrette) that will engage participants 
in a hands-on experience in redeveloping surplus school properties. 
 

11:30am 2. Nuts and Bolts (Blakes Room) 

Facilitator: Bill Davidson, Executive Director, Langs 
 

Learn about the key issues related to community hubs planning and 
operations including: zoning, property taxes, municipal planning 
requirements, operating agreements and more. 
 

 Tracy Coffin, Program Development Lead, Service & Business, 
Senior Services Development, Health Services, Region of Peel  

 Patti Fairfield, Executive Director, Ne Chee Native Friendship Centre 
 Kathryn Kaufman, Director, Legislation and Policy Support Services, 

Municipal Property Assessment Corporation 
 Carmelo Lipsi, Director of Valuation, Municipal Property Assessment 

Corporation 
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 Jennifer Passy, Manager of Planning, Upper Grand District School 
Board 

 David Paul, Principal, APEX Logistics Inc. 
 

11:30am 3. Public Property for Public Good (CRH Gallery) 

Facilitator: Enid Slack, Director, Institute on Municipal Finance, Munk 
School of Global Affairs, University of Toronto & Governance & 
Premier’s Advisory Group on Community Hubs 

 

Learn more about how public property can be used for developing 
community hubs. 
 

 George Zegarac, Deputy Minister, Ministry of Infrastructure 
 Mathieu Lavoie, Program and Project Analyst, Surplus Federal Real 

Property For Homelessness Initiative (SFRPHI) 
 Salima Rawji, Vice President, Development, Build Toronto 

 

11:30am 4. Governance and Ownership in Community Hubs  

Facilitator: Diane Dyson, Director Research & Public Policy, 
Woodgreen 
 
There are many different models for community hubs including 
cooperatives, boards of directors, anchor tenant and shared platforms.  
Discuss the pros and cons while learning from practical experience of 
community hub operators. 
 

 Susan Barberstock, Executive Director, Hamilton Regional Indian 
Centre 

 Sharon Mayne Devine, Executive Director, Catholic Family Services 
Peel 

 Todd Jacques, Director, Strategic Initiatives, Tides Canada 
 James Thomson, President & CEO, New Path Foundation 
 Jasmine Tehara, Chair, Board of Directors, Woodgreen 

 

11:30am 5. Community Hubs Resource Network - Building on What We’ve 
Heard Together (Activation Zone) 

Facilitator: Ryan Turnbull, Founder and President, Eco-Ethonomics 
 

Engage with the new Resource Network tools and feed in to the next 
steps of this network, including scope of services, tools and data to 
strengthen capacity for developing community hubs in Ontario.  
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11:30am 6. Evergreen Tour – Children’s Programs (Meet at Registration Desk) 
 

Tour where the children’s programs and camps take place around the site, 
and how concepts and designs tested on the site influence Evergreen’s 
national children’s programming. 

 

Lunch 
 

1:00pm Lunch & Keynote – Phillip Haid, CEO & Co-Founder, Public Inc. 
(CRH Gallery) 

Phillip Haid will speak to the importance of considering where, how and 
why corporate engagement can support the success of community hubs. 
He will speak to corporate engagement "done right and wrong" and offer 
some next steps for community organizations to consider when engaging 
with companies. 

 

Break Out Session D 
 

2:30pm 1. More Community Hubs within Operating Schools (CRH Gallery) 

Facilitator: Nick Milanetti, Executive Director, Ontario Catholic 
School Trustees' Association 
 

The second of two sessions that will engage in a conversation about hubs 
within schools from the perspective of elected representatives. 
 

 Laurie French, President, Ontario Public School Board Association  
 Patrick Daly, President, Ontario Catholic School Trustees' Association 
 Jean Lemay, Président, Association franco-ontarienne des conseils 

scolaires catholiques 
 Denis Chartrand, Président, Association des conseils scolaires des 

écoles publiques de l’Ontario 
 Rob Burton, Mayor, Town of Oakville 

 

2:30pm 2. Managing and Operating Community Hubs (BMO Atrium) 

Facilitators: Karine Jaouich, Chief Operating Officer, Centre for 
Social Innovation & Tonya Surman, Chief Executive Officer, Centre 
for Social Innovation  
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Hear about the challenges and opportunities of operating community 
hubs.  Discuss sustainability strategies that address the operating needs 
of community hubs, both in terms of occupancy and programming. 
 

 Katie Gibson, Director, Commercialization & Scale Ups, Ministry of 
Economic Development and Growth 

 Monty Laskin, Executive Director, The Exchange, Caledon 
Community Services 

 Elspeth McKay, Executive Director, Operation Come Home 
 Wendy Muckle, Executive Director, Ottawa Inner City Health, Inc. 
 Marcie Ponte, Executive Director, Working Women 

 

2:30pm 3. What does Success Look Like and How Do we Measure it? (Blakes 
Room) 

Facilitators: Tanya Darisi, Co-founder & CEO, Change Openly 
 

Learn about the work to date in evaluating community hubs.  Engage in a 
conversation on measuring the impact of community hubs rooted in 
strategy and innovation. 
 

 Anne Bergen, Director, Knowledge to Action Consulting Inc. 
 Bill Davidson, Executive Director, Langs 
 Magda Smolewski, Research Director, Ontario Federation of 

Indigenous Friendship Centres 
 

2:30 pm 4. Mobile Community Hubs (Capital One Room) 

Facilitator: Gillian Mason, Gillian Mason Consultancy 
 

Starting with the experience of Mohawk College’s City School, participants 
will explore approaches to running hubs that take them where they are 
needed. 
 

 Cheryl Farber, Director, Programs & Muskoka & Area Health System 
Transformation, The Municipality of Muskoka 

 Annette Reszczynski, Senior Social Planner, NOAH Community Hub 
Convenor, Social Planning Council of Sudbury & Sergeant Marc 
Guerin, Community Mobilization Unit, Greater Sudbury Police Service 

 Jim Vanderveken, Dean, Faculty of Interdisciplinary Studies & Emily 
Ecker, Manager, Community Access & Engagement, Mohawk 
College City School 

 

2:30 pm 5. Finding Common Ground in Community (Meeting Room 2) 

Facilitator: Lynne Woolcott, Director of Response & Advocacy, West 
Neighbourhood House 
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Explore experiences in facilitating community processes that engage all 
stakeholders and manage expectations in the development of hubs. 
 

 Sonja Nerad, Principal, SN Management Inc. 
 Nicole Swerhun, Principal, Swerhun Facilitation 

 

2:30 pm 6. Community Hubs Resource Network - Planning for Success and 
Maximizing Impact (Activation Zone) 

Facilitator: Ryan Turnbull, Founder and President, Eco-Ethonomics 
 

Inform the desired outcomes and evaluation of what a successful 
Community Hubs Resource Network will achieve and how we will 
measure its impact.  
 

2:30 pm 7. Evergreen Tours – Site Sustainability Features (Meet at Registration 
Desk) 
 
Tour of the many sustainability features on site, from the LEED Platinum 
Certified Centre for Green Cities building, to the porous concrete, solar 
panels, electric vehicle charging stations, flood protection measures, and 
more. 

 
 

Wrap Up 
 

4:00 pm Where do we Go from Here? (CRH Gallery) 

 Hon.  Bob Chiarelli, Minister of Infrastructure 
 

4:15 pm Closing Reflection (CRH Gallery) 

 Cat Criger, Traditional Indigenous Aboriginal Elder 
 
 

End of Summit 
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May 4, 2017 
 
 
TO:  Chairpersons and Directors of Education 

- All Catholic District School Boards 
 
FROM: Patrick Daly, President 
 
SUBJECT: Saskatchewan Premier to Block Court Decision re: Non-Catholic Student 

Funding at Catholic Schools 
 
 
Recent news headlines have focused on a decision by the Saskatchewan Premier, Brad Wall to 
invoke the notwithstanding clause in order to block a judge’s decision that would ban funding for 
non-Catholic students in Catholic schools. The April 20, 2017 court decision stems from a lawsuit 
dating back to 2003 that was launched by the Good Spirit Public School Division against St. 
Theodore Roman Catholic School in Theodore, Saskatchewan. 
 
OCSTA is pleased with the Premier’s decision as the outcome will clearly be in the best interests of 
students and families in Saskatchewan. 
 
OCSTA continues to follow this case closely and will keep OCSTA members updated on any 
developments. 
 
For your reference, related news clippings are enclosed. 

http://www.ocsta.on.ca/


CATHOLIC REGISTER 
 
Saskatchewan Premier overrides court ruling on Catholic school funding 
BY CATHOLIC REGISTER SPECIAL 
May 2, 2017 
 
REGINA, Sask. – In a victory for Catholic education, Saskatchewan Premier Brad Wall said he 
will invoke the notwithstanding clause of the Charter of Rights to override a court ruling that 
threatened to cause layoffs and possible Catholic school closures in the province. 
 
He made the announcement May 1, 11 days after Queen’s Bench Justice Donald Layh ruled 
that the province was violating a section of the Charter of Rights by funding non-Catholic 
students who attend Catholic schools. 
 
If allowed to stand, Wall said that decision would drive some 10,000 students out of Catholic 
schools and it would threaten provincial funding at 26 other faith-based schools. 
 
Invoking the notwithstanding clause sets aside the court ruling for an initial period of five years, 
which can be extended indefinitely at the government’s option. 
 
“We support school choice, including public, separate and faith-based schools,” Wall said in a 
press release. “We will defend school choice for students and parents.” 
 
“By invoking the notwithstanding clause we are protecting the rights of parents and students to 
choose the schools that work best for their families, regardless of their religious faith.” 
 
Although the court decision gave the government one year to stop funding non-Catholics at 
Catholic schools, the premier said he moved quickly “to provide clarity” for parents who were 
reeling at the prospect of having to find new schools for their children. Wall also said the 
government had no records to indicate a student’s religion and had no interest in questioning 
families about their religion. 
 
The notwithstanding clause will assure the status quo in Saskatchewan, but Wall’s decision will 
have no bearing outside the province. Catholic education is publicly funded in Alberta and 
Ontario. It remains unclear if the original court decision will have future ramifications in those 
provinces. 
 
The Ontario Catholic School Trustees’ Association supported Wall’s decision. 
 
“We are very pleased,” said OCSTA president Patrick Daly. “The outcome is clearly in the best 
interests of students and families in Saskatchewan.” 
 
The Saskatchewan Catholic School Boards Association had an appeal of the court decision in 
the works prior to Wall’s announcement. 
 
“Parents have obviously endorsed Catholic education by entrusting Catholic schools with the 
education of their children,” the SCSBA said in a statement. “And we’ll do everything we can to 
ensure that choice for faith-based education in Saskatchewan remains for future generations.” 
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THE LEADER POST (REGINA) 
 
Province aims to overturn ruling on Catholic schools; Wall says notwithstanding 
clause will be used to override decision 
The Leader Post (Regina) 
Tuesday, May 2, 2017 
 
Page: A1/Front 
Section: City & region 
Byline: D.C. Fraser 
Source: The Leader-Post 
 
Premier Brad Wall is planning to use the notwithstanding clause in order to block a judge’s 
decision that would ban funding for non-Catholic students in Catholic schools. 
 
It is the first time his Saskatchewan Party is using the clause, which can override the court’s 
decision. 
 
The province has said 10,000 non-Catholic students would be forced out of Catholic schools if it 
allowed a recent Court of Queen’s Bench ruling to stay in place. 
 
Wall said his government “will do everything we can to protect parental choice, to protect the 
system that we have now” and that “we like the fact that there’s school choice.” 
 
The notwithstanding clause – also known as “overriding power” – is entrenched as Section 33 in 
Canada’s Charter of Rights and Freedoms. 
 
Provinces can pass a law to override portions of the Charter for a five-year period. In this 
instance, it will be used to override a judge’s decision. 
 
Wall said he made the announcement – days after an appeal on the ruling was filed – to 
“provide clarity and provide parents with the assurance that they will be able to continue to 
choose the kind of school they want their children to attend.” 
 
Officials within the Ministry of Justice and the Ministry of Education are drafting the law. 
 
Wall also said the ruling, if allowed to stand, could jeopardize provincial funding for 
Saskatchewan’s 26 other faith-based schools. 
 
He said Justice Officials were “sort of poring through the ruling still to determine the impact on 
some of those schools” and that “it’s fair to say that there is a risk there.” 
 
On April 20, Court of Queen’s Bench Justice Donald Layh ruled that provincial government 
funding of non-minority faith students attending separate schools infringes on religious neutrality 
and equality rights. 
 
Wall had said previously the ruling could not stand and government officials had indicated the 
notwithstanding clause was being considered, but Monday’s announcement marks the first time 
since 1986 Saskatchewan has used its overriding powers. 
 



“Legally, the province can do this,” said Dwight Newman, a constitutional law professor at the 
University of Saskatchewan. 
 
“Education is in the jurisdiction of the province, and it is a provincial law that has been struck 
down on charter grounds. The provincial government can use the notwithstanding clause to 
keep that law in place.” 
 
Wall questioned how the province would be able to determine who is and is not considered a 
Catholic in the school system if it were to follow the court ruling. 
 
He continuously emphasized his government’s desire to give parents the choice between a 
public or faith-based education, calling the preference “very important.” 
 
Parallel to the issue of funding faith-based schools is Bill 63, which is a likely-to-pass law that 
will allow the province to force school boards – Catholic and public – to work together on issues 
such as procurement and busing routes. 
 
The province has also built nine joint-use schools that are shared between Catholic and non-
Catholic schools. 
 
Layh’s decision stemmed from a 2003 dispute involving the Yorkdale School Division (now the 
Good Spirit School Division) when it closed down its kindergarten to grade 8 school in Theodore 
because of declining enrolment. 
 
The 42 students in the area were to be bused to a school 17 kilometers away. 
 
But instead a local group created a Catholic School Division and opened up St. Theodore 
Roman Catholic School. 
 
Good Spirit School Division launched a lawsuit in response, claiming the new school was 
created not to serve Catholics in the community, but to prevent students from being bused 
away. 
 
The Catholic School Board Association was launching an appeal of Layh’s decision, but could 
not be reached for comment Monday. With files from Canadian Press dfraser@postmedia.com 
Twitter.com/dcfraser 
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Saskatchewan will use the Charter to keep non-Catholic students in Catholic 
schools despite court ruling 
 
News – National Post 
Monday, May 1, 2017 
Section: Canada 
Byline: Postmedia Network 
Permalink 
 
Saskatchewan Premier Brad Wall is invoking the notwithstanding clause for the first time in 
order to block a judge’s decision to ban funding for non-Catholic students in Catholic schools. 
 
By doing so, Wall’s government will basically be overriding the court’s decision. 
 
The province has said 10,000 non-Catholic students would be forced out of Catholic schools if it 
allowed the Court of Queen’s Bench ruling to stay in place. 
 
“We support school choice including public, separate and faith-based schools,” Wall said in a 
press release. “We will defend school choice for students and parents. By invoking the 
notwithstanding clause we are protecting the rights of parents and students to choose the 
schools that work best for their families, regardless of their religious faith.” 
 
The notwithstanding clause – also known as “overriding power” – is entrenched as Section 33 in 
Canada’s Charter of Rights and Freedoms. 
 
Provinces can pass a law to override portions of the Charter for a five-year period. 
 
We support school choice including public, separate and faith-based schools. We will defend 
school choice for students and parents 
 
According to a government press release, the law doing just that is being prepared by the 
province “to provide clarity and provide parents with the assurance that they will be able to 
continue to choose the kind of school they want their children to attend.” 
 
On April 20, Court of Queen’s Bench Justice Donald Layh ruled that provincial government 
funding of non-minority faith students attending separate schools infringes on religious neutrality 
and equality rights. 
 
That decision stemmed from a 2003 dispute between the Yorkdale School Division (now the 
Good Spirit School Division) closed down its kindergarten to grade 8 school in Theodore 
because of declining enrolment. 

http://news.nationalpost.com/news/canada/saskatchewan-to-block-judges-catholic-school-funding-decision-with-notwithstanding-clause


The 42 students in the area were to be bused to a school 17 kilometers away, but instead a 
local group created a Catholic School Division and opened up St. Theodore Roman Catholic 
School. 
 
Good Spirit School Division launched a lawsuit in response, claiming the new school was 
created not to serve Catholics in the community, but to prevent students from being bused 
away. 
 
The Catholic School Board Association was launching an appeal of Layh’s decision, which 
effectively banned the province from funding non-Catholic students attending Catholic schools. 
 
Wall had said previously the ruling could not stand and government officials had indicated the 
notwithstanding clause was being considered, but Monday’s announcement marks the first time 
since 1986 Saskatchewan has used its overriding powers. 
 
The Supreme Court of Canada can strike down Saskatchewan’s use of the clause, because a 
province can only use it to strike down portions of the Charter which it has authority over. 
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Saskatchewan to invoke Charter clause over Catholic school funding; Court ruled 
that the province does not have the right to fund non-denominational students at 
denominational schools 
 
Theglobeandmail.com 
Monday, May 1, 2017, 2:59 pm ET 
Section: National 
Byline: Sean Fine 
 
Saskatchewan Premier Brad Wall says the provincial government will override a court decision 
on the funding of Catholic schools – in what would be just the fifth use of the Constitution’s 
“notwithstanding clause” in the 35-year history of the Charter of Rights and Freedoms. 
 
“By invoking the notwithstanding clause, we are protecting the rights of parents and students to 
choose the schools that work best for their families, regardless of their religious faith,” Mr. Wall 
said in a prepared statement. He told reporters that anxious parents had been calling his office 
and that he wanted to give them a sense of certainty about where their children would go to 
school. 
 
Justice Donald Layh of the Saskatchewan Court of Queen’s Bench ruled last week that the 
province does not have the right to fund non-denominational students at denominational 
schools. The ruling would affect 10,000 non-Catholic students who attend Catholic schools, 
according to Mr. Wall. The judge suspended his ruling for a year to allow the government to 
make plans to implement it. 
 
The case has a complex history, dating from the 2003 closure of a small elementary school in 
the village of Theodore, which left 42 children facing the prospect of travelling 17 kilometers to 
another school. Then a Catholic school opened up, but a majority of the children were not 
Catholic. 
 
A public board went to court to challenge the government’s policy of funding non-Catholic 
students at Catholic schools, calling it a misuse of constitutional protections for Catholic 
education and arguing it meant fewer children and a shrinking tax base for public, non-
denominational schools. The notwithstanding clause was part of the original political 
compromise that created the Charter. The Charter gave judges the right to review the content of 
any law and to strike down a law if they believe it violates Charter rights. But the Charter also 
grants federal and provincial legislators the last word, in Section 33, which sets out the authority 
to override certain rights. 
 
The clause was first used by a separatist Quebec government in 1982, invoking it in each new 
provincial statute. Quebec used it again in 1988 on two Supreme Court decisions that rejected 
French-only sign laws. Saskatchewan added the clause to back-to-work legislation in 1986, but 
the addition proved unnecessary because the Supreme Court upheld the law. Alberta used it in 
the Marriage Act in 2000 to limit marriage to heterosexual couples, but because marriage law is 
a federal jurisdiction, this use of the clause had no legal effect. 



“We just think it’s sort of sad that the Premier would choose to override a ruling by the 
Saskatchewan Court of Queen’s Bench,” Larry Huber, executive director of Public Schools of 
Saskatchewan, told The Globe and Mail. “The ruling was based on the Constitution of Canada, 
on the Charter of Rights and Freedoms. These are foundational documents in hopefully having 
a civil, democratic society.” 
 
Tom Fortosky, a spokesman for the Catholic School Boards Association, which has appealed 
Justice Layh’s decision, said his group is “extraordinarily pleased” with Mr. Wall’s 
announcement. “This gives stability and certainty for parents for the foreseeable future. This is 
very good news for parents who believe Catholic education matters and who desire a faith-
based education for their children.” 
 
Dwight Newman, a professor at the University of Saskatchewan law school, said the province 
viewed the ruling as impractical, posing problems for parents and schoolchildren who would 
have to be moved once the ruling took effect. “They don’t even know which ones are to be 
affected because the province isn’t in the business of monitoring children’s religion,” he said. 
 
He added that, while people worry that the notwithstanding clause allows the majority to 
override minority rights, “in this case, the court decision has a negative impact on minority 
communities.” 
 
Section 33 is a kind of third rail of Canadian politics. The federal government has never invoked 
it and former Prime Minister Paul Martin once promised to amend the Constitution so that 
Ottawa could not use the clause. The Parti Québécois recently urged Quebec’s Liberal 
government to invoke the notwithstanding clause to override court rulings throwing out criminal 
charges over unreasonable delay. The government refused. 
 
“The fear is that the integrity of the Charter itself could be undermined if it becomes a regular 
occurrence,” said Kathleen Mahoney, a law professor at the University of Calgary. 
 
Carla Beck, the Saskatchewan NDP’s education critic, said the Premier is threatening to use the 
clause to distract from other issues, such as funding cuts to schools. “Even talk of the 
notwithstanding clause… is not something that should be used for political gain,” she said. 
 
Follow this link to view this story on globeandmail.com: (www.theglobeandmail.com). 
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Is Brad Wall really defending school choice with his use of the notwithstanding 
clause? The Charter is too important to be treated as an instrument in cultural, 
partisan or institutional wars 
 
theglobeandmail.com 
Tuesday, May 2, 2017, 2:16 pm ET 
Section: Other 
Byline: Kent Roach 
 
is a professor of law at the University of Toronto and the author of The Supreme Court on Trial: 
Judicial Activism or Democratic Dialogue. 
 
The Saskatchewan government will override Charter rights to freedom of religion and equality in 
order to reverse a trial judge’s controversial decision that public funding of non-Catholic 
students to attend publicly funded Catholic schools violated those rights. The use of the override 
in this case may eventually be warranted. But right now, its use is the premature equivalent of 
using a sledgehammer to kill a fly. A fly that will reappear in five years’ time. 
 
The override is a legitimate part of the Charter of Rights and Freedoms, but we, as citizens, 
should pay close attention to its use. We should also recognize that the first remedy for bad 
Charter decisions is appeals to the higher courts. 
 
Premier Brad Wall has been itching to use the override since the Supreme Court’s 2015 
decision striking down back-to-work laws. The override in Saskatchewan has bipartisan appeal 
originating in late premier Allan Blakeney’s reservations about the Charter. But the override is 
designed only to give elected governments temporary victories that must be revisited after the 
next election. It will not bring the stability that Mr. Wall promises. 
 
The case is complex and curious. Despite Mr. Wall’s rhetoric about defending school choice, the 
case seems to be more about an “open war” over scarce public funding of schools in a province 
facing rural depopulation and fiscal challenges than about real concerns regarding 
discrimination against minorities. 
 
It was started in 2005 when the NDP government decided not to ask for an advisory opinion 
from the Saskatchewan Court of Appeal about its funding of non-Catholic students attending 
Catholic schools. 
 
The case was brought by a public school board after it had to close a 42-student rural school 
only to find the Catholic school board opening a 26-student Catholic school in the same small 
town. The town is Theodore. In 2006, it had a population of 339. It does not have a Catholic 
church. 
 
Both the government and the Catholic schools who receive funding for every student (Catholic 
or not) who attends a Catholic school understandably defended the status quo of funding. They 
also called Muslim, Jewish and Mennonite parents who said they were more comfortable 
sending their children to Catholic schools than non-denominational schools. 



The trial judge accepted that the public school board had standing to bring the case and that 
Confederation-era protections only sheltered what was essential to preserve the Catholic nature 
of the school. Both of these decisions seem correct. It makes no sense to expect parents to 
bring such expensive and prolonged litigation. Moreover, it would not be proper to conclude that 
publicly funded Catholic schools – even though they exist as part of a Confederation bargain – 
could violate every Charter right at will. 
 
But the trial judge’s 240-page judgment then runs out of steam. He accepted Catholic schools 
with a distinct lack of enthusiasm in part because they were imposed by Ottawa, and in part 
because they are out of touch with modern diversity. 
 
But in this, the 150th year of Confederation, denominational school rights should not be 
disparaged as Victorian relics. They demonstrate how the protection of minorities is built into our 
constitutional DNA. 
 
The trial judge’s remedy – only funding Catholics who attend Catholic schools – will do nothing 
for today’s religious minorities. In fact, it will hurt those who prefer to send their children to 
Catholic schools. 
 
The trial judge relied heavily on a brief statement by one Supreme Court judge that stated it was 
“axiomatic” that funding Catholic schools without Confederation-era protections would violate 
both freedom of religion and equality. He also relied on a recent Supreme Court statement 
about the need for religious neutrality made in a very different context. No one is forced to 
attend Catholic schools. 
 
The trial judge did not grapple with the limits on public funding or more proportionate responses, 
such as better funding of all religious schools in order to maximize parental choice. 
 
Parental concerns about maintaining any local school at a time of rural depopulation and fiscal 
austerity were lost in his analysis (perhaps because of the way the government argued the 
case), even though the Supreme Court has warned courts to be cautious in second-guessing 
how governments distribute scarce resources among competing groups. 
 
To be sure, these deficiencies in the trial judgment might eventually justify the use of the 
override if appeal courts fail to correct them. But the override at this time is premature. It will 
also be only a temporary victory that will have to be revisited by the next government. 
 
The Charter, including the override, is too important to be used as an instrument in cultural, 
partisan or institutional wars. 
 
Follow this link to view this story on globeandmail.com: (www.theglobeandmail.com). 
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From: Camille Martin [mailto:cmartin@ocsta.on.ca]  
Sent: Monday, May 15, 2017 9:57 AM 
To: Camille Martin <cmartin@ocsta.on.ca> 
Subject: OCSTA - 2018 AGM & Conference: Hotel Reservations at Crowne Plaza Kitchener-Waterloo 
 

TO: Trustees, Directors of Education, Student Trustees 
  Board Secretaries & Administrative Assistants 
  -       All Catholic District School Boards 
CC: OCSTA Staff 

  
The 2018 OCSTA AGM & Conference will be held April 26 to April 28 at the Crowne Plaza Kitchener-
Waterloo (105 King St E / Kitchener, ON N2G 2K8). 
  
The block of rooms is now open and will be held until March 26, 2018. Please book only the rooms that 
your board actually needs. Special room rates start at $139.00 + applicable taxes (single or double 
occupancy). 
  
Reservations can be made online here for the OCSTA room block. This link works best in Google Chrome, 
and the check in/out dates need to be selected before clicking “book.” Otherwise, please call 1-800-483-
7812 to make a reservation.  
  
For ease of booking, guests must identify themselves as being with OCSTA (Group code: OCS). 
  
Check-in time: 3:00 pm 
Check-out time: 12:00 pm 
  
If you require additional information, please do not hesitate to contact Camille Martin (416-932-9460, 
ext. 234, or cmartin@ocsta.on.ca). 
  
  
Camille Martin  
Administrative  Assistant 
Ontario Catholic School Trustees’ Association 
1804-20 Eglinton Ave W, Box 2064 
Toronto, ON  M4R 1K8 
t 416-932-9460 ext. 234 
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May 15, 2017 
 
 
TO:  Chairpersons and Directors of Education 

- All Catholic District School Boards 
 
FROM: Patrick J. Daly, President 
 
SUBJECT:  Broadband Modernization Strategy Update 
 
 
 
On Monday May 15, 2017, the Minister of Education announced an investment of $50 million in its 
program entitled “Broadband Access for all Students Initiative”. The overall objective of the 
initiative is to enhance broadband connectivity and access to ensure students from every region of 
the province have equitable access to online information, courses and resources needed for 21st 
century learning. The broadband infrastructure upgrades will include: 

• Investing in new fibre optic infrastructure to connect schools to an internet service provider; 
• Improving network capacity to handle large amounts of data required to use new 

technologies in the classroom; 
• Ensuring a broadband speed of 1 Megabit per second per student and updating the network 

design to be more student-friendly by the 2017-18 school year. 
 
The initiative is being rolled out in three phases. Phase 1 will impact 182 schools 
immediately providing 1 Megabit per student connectivity. The second phase will begin in 
2017-18 and will include more than 1,000 schools across Ontario. As you will see from the 
backgrounder, a large number of Catholic schools from all across Ontario are involved in 
this initiative. 
 
OCSTA has advocated for enhanced support for broadband access for all Catholic school boards in 
its recent finance brief to the Minister of Education. This advocacy initiative has been one of the top 
priorities for OCSTA in recent years. 
 
For further information please contact Steve Andrews, at sandrews@ocsta.on.ca. 
 
Attachment  
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From: Ashlee Cabral [mailto:acabral@ocsta.on.ca]  
Sent: Monday, May 15, 2017 4:40 PM 
To: Ashlee Cabral <acabral@ocsta.on.ca> 
Subject: OCSTA News Release - Announcement Responds to OCSTA Concerns about Equitable Access to 
Broadband Connectivity 
 

  
  

  

  
  
NEWS RELEASE 

  
Announcement Responds to OCSTA Concerns about Equitable Access to Broadband 
Connectivity 
  
FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 
  
TORONTO—May 15, 2017—OCSTA is encouraged by the Ministry of Education’s announcement today of an 

initiative to improve access to high-speed connectivity in schools across Ontario. The roll out of the first wave 

of improved broadband access will impact 73,000 students in Ontario according to the Ministry news release. 
  
“In our recent survey of Catholic district school boards we learned that among the leading challenges facing 

boards is the need to expand network capacity to meet the growing demands for high speed, reliable internet 

service. For northern and rural boards, additional challenges relate to the costs of basic infrastructure required 

for connectivity and limited service provider options. We strongly recommended that these issues be addressed 

in our brief to the Minister of Education and today’s announcement indicates a step in the right direction 

towards remedying these deficiencies and providing equitable and adequate access to support 21st century 

learning for our students,” said OCSTA President, Patrick Daly. 
  
According to today’s announcement, the province’s investment of $50 million focuses on improving broadband 

connectivity and access and depending on the needs of individual schools, infrastructure upgrades will include: 
  

         Investing in new fibre optic infrastructure to connect schools to an internet service provider 
         Improving network capacity to handle large amounts of data required to use new technologies in the 

classroom 
         Ensuring a broadband speed of 1 megabit per second per student and updating the network design to be 

more student-friendly 
  
OCSTA will continue to monitor the roll out of this initiative and its impact on Catholic school boards. 
  
“We look forward to working collaboratively with the Ministry of Education and our trustee association partners 

to ensure that the Ministry’s investment to improve broadband infrastructure continues to respond to the 

evolving needs of all school boards,” added Mr. Daly. 
  
The Ontario Catholic School Trustees’ Association is the provincial voice for Catholic education. Founded in 

1930, OCSTA represents the interests of Catholic school boards that collectively educate almost 550,000 

students in Ontario, from Junior Kindergarten to Grade 12. 
  
For more information, please contact:  
Sharon McMillan, Director of Communications 
Tel: 416-932-9460, ext. 232  Fax: 416-932-9459  E-mail: smcmillan@ocsta.on.ca 
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 NEWS 
Ministry of Education

 

 

Connecting Students Across Ontario with Faster Internet 
Province Investing in Broadband Access for All Students 

 
 
NEWS 

May 15, 2017 

 
The province is improving access to high-speed broadband connectivity in schools across 
Ontario — particularly in Northern, rural and remote schools — to provide all students with 
reliable and equitable access to learning resources. 
 
Education Minister Mitzie Hunter and Liz Sandals, President of Treasury Board  and MPP for 
Guelph, visited Westminster Woods Public School in Guelph today to announce Ontario’s 
investment to improve broadband infrastructure across the province. The first wave of 182 
schools will impact 73,000 students, including those in the Upper Grand District and Wellington 
Catholic District School Boards.   
 
Improving broadband connectivity and access ensures that students from every region of the 
province have equitable access to online information, courses and resources needed for 21st 
century learning.  
 
Depending on the needs of individual schools, infrastructure upgrades will include: 
 

 Investing in new fibre optic infrastructure to connect schools to an internet service 
provider 

 Improving network capacity to handle large amounts of data required to use new 
technologies in the classroom 

 Ensuring a broadband speed of 1 Megabit per second per student and updating the 
network design to be more student-friendly 

 
Providing equitable access to broadband services for students is part of our plan to create jobs, 
grow our economy and help people in their everyday lives. 
 
QUOTES 
“Meeting the global standard for broadband speeds of 1 Megabit per second per student is a 
priority of our government. It is our goal to ensure all students in Ontario are provided with the 
tools necessary to reach their full potential.” 
- Mitzie Hunter, Minister of Education 
 
“I’m proud of the progress Ontario is making to provide students with safe and equitable access 
to broadband. As the world becomes more and more interconnected, having access to 
broadband is as important as having a textbook.”  
- Liz Sandals, MPP for Guelph 
 
“With expanded school broadband internet, more students in Ontario will have reliable access to 
digital learning resources like TVO’s mPower, a creative online game that teaches fundamental 
K-6 math and STEM skills, and TVO’s Homework Help, which provides support for mathematics 
at school and free math tutoring five evenings a week. ” 
- Lisa de Wilde, Chief Executive Officer of TVO 
 
QUICK FACTS 
 



 Ontario is investing up to $50 million in the Broadband Access for All Students initiative. 
 The initiative will move Ontario’s schools toward equitable access to adequate broadband 

speed in three waves over the next four years. 
 The first wave of 182 schools will meet the 1 Mbps per student connectivity by the 2017-18 

school year. 
 The second wave will begin in 2017-18 and will include more than 1,000 schools across 

Ontario. 
 

LEARN MORE 
 
 Ministry Developed 21st Century Learning Teacher Resources 
 Specialist High Skills Major – Information and Communications Technology 
 The Premier’s Highly Skilled Workforce 
 TeachOntario Talks – engaging students in math with coding and programming 
 

Richard Francella, Minister’s Office, richard.francella@ontario.ca 
Heather Irwin, Communications Branch, 416-325-2454 
Public Inquiries, 416-325-2929 or 1-800-387-5514 
TTY 1-800-268-7095 
 

Disponible en français 
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https://www.teachontario.ca/community/explore/teachontario-talks/blog/2016/08/30/driving-student-engagement-in-mathematics-with-coding-and-programming?_ga=1.23248186.1035051296.1473339140
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Memo 

Enlivened by the Word of God and our tradition, we promote and protect the right to Catholic education in Canada. 
We speak as one. 

Animés par la Parole de Dieu et notre tradition, nous assurons la protection et la promotion du droit à 
une éducation catholique au Canada.  Nous parlons d’une même voix. 

 
TO:   Provincial Contacts 
 
CC:  CCSTA Board of Directors 
 
FROM: Julian Hanlon, Executive Director 
 
RE: Annual General Meeting 
 
DATE: May 15, 2017 
 
 
Dear Provincial Association Members, 
  
Your co-operation is requested in forwarding the following information to the trustee members in your 
area. 
 
Resolutions will be debated during the business meeting at the AGM in Niagara Falls on Saturday, June 
3rd at 10:15 a.m. 
 
The resolutions are as follows: 
 

1. Proposed CCSTA Budget and Fees 
2. Resolution 2017-1 – Deadline for Proxy Submissions 

 
Delegates are reminded of the importance of the AGM business meeting as an integral part of the AGM 
Convention.  Delegates are asked to make it a priority to attend this meeting. 
 
Thank you for circulating this information. 
 
Kind Regards, 
 
 
 
Julian Hanlon 
Executive Director 
CCSTA 



REVENUE
2016 BUDGET 

(2% fee 
increase)         

ACTUAL     Dec 
31, 2016

2017 BUDGET 
(2% fee 

increase)         

2018 BUDGET 
(2% fee 

increase)         
British Columbia 4,958$             4,958$             5,122$             5,257$             

Alberta / NWT 32,574$           33,951$           35,782$           37,256$           

Saskatchewan 8,616$             8,616$             9,112$             9,311$             

Manitoba 1,171$             1,171$             1,194$             1,218$             

Ontario - OCSTA 111,690$         111,966$         113,650$         116,229$         

Ontario - AFOCSC 16,717$           16,670$           17,196$           17,700$           

RCISA / AR 262$                265$                286$                303$                

AGM Income 10,000$           32,566$           10,000$           10,000$           

Publication Sales 100$                154$                100$                -$                 

Interest 3,400$             2,748$             3,250$             2,700$             

Endowment Fund Levy 1,000$             264$                300$                300$                

TOTAL REVENUE 190,488$         213,329$         195,992$         200,274$         

EXPENDITURES
Board of Directors Meetings 26,000$           33,563$           30,000$           31,500$           

Conventions & Conferences 27,000$           30,042$           30,000$           31,500$           

Endowment Fund promotion 1,000$             264$                300$                300$                

Insurance 1,800$             1,723$             1,800$             1,800$             

Legal / Professional Fees 7,900$             5,126$             6,307$             4,000$             

Office & General Expenses 7,700$             7,183$             6,600$             7,041$             

Personnel 93,613$           93,613$           95,485$           97,395$           

Political Advocacy 15,000$           21,658$           15,000$           15,213$           

News / Publications / Communications 10,000$           13,140$           10,000$           11,000$           

Association Membership Fees 475$                568$                500$                525$                

TOTAL EXPENDITURES 190,488$         206,880$         195,992$         200,274$         

Profit (Loss) -$                 6,449$             -$                 -$                 

Membership Fees

AGM Profit

Endowment Fund Administration

Board meetings

Conventions & Conferences

News/Publications/Communications

Association Membership Fees

2015 and 2016 AGM expenses increased due to location. Hotel and 

travel costs continue to increase.  Expenses include AGM, NCEA, 

provincial AGM's

This amount continues to increase as CCSTA embraces social 

media and improves the website experience.  This covers expenses 

for Social Media/Website /Electronic Mailings/Newsletters/ Good 

News Stories/ Translations. 

NCEA - high US exchange rates resulted in higher amount

Each 1% fee increase raises approximately $1,700 in revenue. 

2016 AGM profit was $24.641.  $7,925 additional profit received 

from 2015 AGM

Hotel and travel costs continue to increase.

Budget Notes:

Expenditures

DRAFT BUDGET 2018

Maximum 10% levy



Province
2016 FTE 
Enrolment

 Rate per 
pupil Subtotal

British Columbia 22076 0.23815$       5,257$           

Alberta/NWT/Yukon 156441 0.23815$       37,256$         

Saskatchewan 39097 0.23815$       9,311$           

Manitoba 4722 0.25794$       1,218$           

Atlantic Region 1173 0.25794$       303$              

223509 53,345$         

Ontario - OCSTA 554185

Less other Provinces 223509 0.23815$       53,228$         

330677 0.19052$       63,000$         

116,229$       

Ontario - AFOCSC 74323 0.23815$       17,700$         

Total 187,274$       

Fee Calculations

Manitoba – when pupil numbers below 5000 - $1000 flat fee plus annual percentage increases.    
RCISA / AR – pay the equivalent per pupil rate of Manitoba.
Ontario (OCSTA) – 23.81  cents per pupil for the number of pupils equal to the total of all the 
Ontario (AFOCSC) – 23.81  cents per pupil

Proposed 2018 Fees - with 2% increase in rate

CCSTA funds come from fees paid by Provincial Associations, any profits from the annual 
convention, any sales or cost recoveries from publishing efforts, and investment interest.

The 2018 budget fees requested of Provincial Associations are based on the Fall 2016 FTE 
student enrolment figures.  The fee structure is as follows:

British Columbia – 23.81 cents per pupil
Alberta – 23.81  cents per pupil
Saskatchewan – 23.81  cents per pupil



RESOLUTION 2017-1 

Deadline for Proxy Submissions 

WHEREAS: CCSTA now allows for proxy submissions up to forty-eight (48) hours prior 
to the AGM business meeting, excluding Saturdays and holidays; and 

WHEREAS:  forty-eight (48) hours does not provide the CCSTA Administration with 
sufficient time to process and prepare the necessary proxy paperwork; 

BE IT RESOLVED by the Provincial Members and the Members of CCSTA that: 

Proxies for future AGM’s be submitted to the CCSTA office two (2) weeks prior to the AGM, 
excluding Saturdays and holidays. 

Submitted by the CCSTA Board of Directors 

Moved by:  Marino Gazzola 
Seconded by: Thomas Thomas 

 

 

RÉSOLUTION 2017-1 

Échéancier pour la soumission d’une procuration 

Étant donné que: l’ACCEC permet actuellement la soumission d’une procuration jusqu’à 
quarante-huit (48) heures avant le début de l’AGA, excluant les samedis et 
jes jours fériés; et 

Étant donné que:  quarante-huit (48) heures ne suffisent pas à l’administration de l’ACCEC 
pour traiter les demandes adéquatement;  

IL EST RÉSOLU par les membres provinciaux et les membres de l’ACCEC que: 

Les procurations pour les AGA à venir devront être soumises au bureau de l’ACCEC deux (2) 
semaines précédant l’AGA, excluant les samedis et les jours fériés. 

Proposé par le conseil d’administration de l’ACCEC 

Proposé par:  Marino Gazzola 
Secondé par: Thomas Thomas 

 



Box 2064, Suite 1804 
20 Eglinton Avenue West 
Toronto, Ontario M4R 1K8 
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May 18, 2017 
 
MEMORANDUM 
 
TO:  Chairpersons and Directors of Education 

- All Catholic District School Boards 
 
FROM: Dan Duszczyszyn, Policy Advisor – Finance 
 
SUBJECT: 2016-17 Revised Estimates Data and 2015-16 Financial Statements Data 
 
 

PLEASE BRING THIS INFORMATION TO THE ATTENTION OF YOUR BOARD’S 
SENIOR BUSINESS OFFICIAL 

 
 
 
OCSTA has received from the Ministry of Education a CD-ROM containing 2016-17 Revised 
Estimates data and 2015-16 Financial Statements data as submitted by each school board. 
 
The data from District School Boards is an extract from the EFIS 2.0 database and has been 
consolidated into one Excel workbook. In addition, a copy of each DSB’s submission in pdf file is 
also included on the CD. 
 
Please contact Connie Araujo-De Melo at cdemelo@ocsta.on.ca to request a copy of the CD-ROM. 
 
 
 
 

http://www.ocsta.on.ca/
mailto:cdemelo@ocsta.on.ca
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