
 

 

 

 

 

INAUGURAL ADDRESS 
MANUEL da SILVA -- CHAIR OF THE BOARD 

Monday, December 7, 2015 

Good evening everyone: Ruth-Ann Fisher (kindly stepping in for Father Joseph), fellow 
Trustees, board staff, family and guests… 
 
The municipal election is more than a year behind us, and we have worked together for 
a full year. 
 
We started our work together with a huge responsibility as we had to engage in a search 
for a new Director of Education. I want to thank you for your commitment, support and 
contributions during this process. We worked extremely well together looking to make 
the best possible decision for our system, staff and especially our students. 
 
The challenge of hiring a Director of Education, I’m happy to say, is behind us. 
 
However; we will face other challenges over the next year and the rest of our term.  As 
we engage in dialogue with each other, staff and communities, views will not always be 
consistent. 
 
Let’s always keep an open mind and continually strive to be open and transparent in our 
decision making. 
 
Let’s always challenge ourselves to make the best possible decisions for our system and 
continue to provide the best possible inclusive Catholic education for all. 
 
Let’s always proclaim the value of Catholic education, our system and implement 
positive change. 
 
Let’s always remember and proclaim: 
 

 It is our Mission: As Disciples of Christ, to educate and nurture hope in all 
learners to realize their full potential to transform God’s world. 

 
 It is our Vision: That our Catholic schools are the heart of the community, offering 

success for each, and offering a place for all 
 
Our work and decisions have an impact in our system and the type of impact is fully 
dependent on us.  As we continue our work, we need to challenge ourselves to ask the 
hard questions and continually strive to make informed decisions. 
 
Moving forward, I believe we need to remember to recognize what we are doing well. 
We need to look at what we are not doing so well and look for ways to improve. We 



 

 

need to ensure that what we say in policy is being lived in our system. We need to 
govern well and together with staff work to educate ourselves to be effective in our 
separate roles. We need to ask: Are we being effective in our decision making? Are we 
confident that people trust that we are making the best choices? 
 
I want to take the opportunity, again, to thank you, my fellow trustees not only for 
working well together but for your continued willingness to offer your support and time.  
You are always offering your names to attend given events on behalf of the Board and 
sit on required committees and/or task forces. 
 
Joyce Anderson – thank you for stepping in as Vice-Chair for a second term. I have 
enjoyed working with you over the past year and look forward to the year ahead. 
 
To our Student Trustees…you are amazing young people. Your voice and opinion at this 
table is greatly appreciated. 
 
To our senior admin, John Shewchuk and all those that work with you …you continually 
bring us data and information that we require in order to be informed in making our 
decisions. Your hard work is recognized and appreciated. 
 
To Barb Pilsner…it is a pleasure working with you and you have been a tremendous 
asset to the Board of Trustees. 
 
To our Director, Loretta Notten…the trustees recognize that our decisions do impact our 
system and no decision of ours for this system has a greater impact than choosing who 
is leading it.  Once again we thank you for accepting the position of Director of 
Education.  Although our working relationship is still new, we are definitely seeing the 
positive impact you are already having in our system.  Thank you! We are very excited 
for the future of WCDSB!! 
 
To Michael Schmitt…he may not be sitting at this table, but his contribution and support, 
during the 2014-2015 school year as Director of Education, was a tremendous asset to 
all of us. 
 
Lastly, thank you again for allowing me to continue, for another year, as Chair of the 
Board.   
 
As always my door is always open.  We are all equals and all our voices matter. 
 
Thank you. 
 
 


