
 

 

 

 

 

INAUGURAL ADDRESS 
MANUEL da SILVA -- CHAIR OF THE BOARD 

Monday, December 8, 2014 
 

Good evening everyone. Your Excellency Bishop Miehm, Father Fred, Fellow Trustees, staff, 

family and guests… 

I remember the first time I sat around the Board table, at my first inaugural meeting.  Now I sit at 

this table as the last of the Trustees who were elected with me in 2003.  The past three terms 

have allowed me some great experiences and friendships. As I look back I can recall many 

decisions made, some easier than others.  I recall accommodation reviews, school closures, 

school additions, new schools, school year calendars, walking distances, bell times, budget 

decisions, new staff etc. 

In preparing for the recent election – really, in deciding if I would run or not -- I wondered why I 

would run.  After some thought, I realized that the reason I ran in the first place still applies.  I 

never ran because I had any particular agenda and/or because I felt that I needed to change 

anything.  I thought of the reasons I got involved in school councils and believing that being 

involved in my children’s schools, having a voice and contributing to our school community was 

and is what interests me.  I valued then and continue to value Catholic education. 

I’m a product of Catholic education prior to full funding and like many Catholics across the 

province was overjoyed at the announcement of full funding.  However, I try not to take things for 

granted and know that the fight for continued Catholic education in Ontario is not over.  The threat 

of losing Catholic education, we all know, still exists. I wanted my children to attend Catholic 

schools and I now want my future grandchildren to have the privilege, to experience the value of 

a Catholic education. 

As I now sit at the Board table with returning Trustees and newly elected Trustees, I thank you for 

your trust in electing me as your Chair and for your commitment to Catholic education, our 

system, staff and students.  We welcome new ideas and voices to the table while recognizing that 

we are not starting from scratch as we follow a long history of past Trustees.  I look forward to the 

next four years in working with you for the betterment of our system and Catholic education.  I 

also know that we will not be alone as we have the support of our families because without their 

love, understanding and support we would not be able to do this. 

Over the next four years we will be tasked with making many decisions.  Some of our decisions 

will be based on work that we bring to the table, some will be from Ministry initiatives and some 

from system, staff and student needs.  It would be great if we would always agree but we know 

this is not realistic and there will be times when we will not always see things in the same way.  

May our discussions be rich, may we always consider what is best for our students and may we 

be respectful of final decisions.  May we be able to call out the elephant in the room and 

recognize that in doing so and expressing questions and concern is not expressing lack of trust in 

fellow Trustees and/or staff.  There will be times rather that we will require necessary clarification 



 

 

and information, from fellow Trustees and/or staff that will help us to make the best possible 

decisions.  I wish I could say let’s start slowly but hiring a new Director of Education is at the top 

of our list.  We will be busy. 

I have had the privilege over the past few weeks to get to meet and get to know our newly elected 

Trustees…a little.  In this short time frame, I must say I’m looking forward to the next four years 

and believe that everyone at the table has their heart and head in the right place.  Together we 

will make necessary, positive decisions for our entire system especially the students.  However, 

it’s important for us to recognize that in order for us to make many of our decisions we will rely, 

often, on staff to deliver required, necessary information and statistics.  We are very fortunate to 

have a wealth of knowledge and experience amongst our senior team and their support staff.  We 

have a strong senior team and they should know that we as Trustees appreciate their dedication 

and hard work and all those around them. 

I would like to thank our Director Michael Schmitt for coming out of retirement and stepping into 

the role and allowing us time for our continued search for a new Director of Education.  I would 

also like to thank Barb Pilsner for all that she does for the Board of Trustees.  Her hard work is 

truly appreciated. 

Additionally, I would like to personally thank newly elected Trustee Melanie Van Alphen for 

starting off taking her role as a Trustee very seriously.  Melanie is very aware of the declining 

enrolment issue in our Board and across the province and so she and her husband are 

contributing to a solution as they have recently announced that they are expecting their third child 

this coming June. 

Lastly I would like to let you know that Melanie and I have a couple of things in common.  We are 

both Trustees at this table and my family is also trying to tackle the declining enrolment problem 

as my daughter and her husband are expecting their first child, this coming June as well.   

This is mine and Marcie’s first grandchild.  So, protecting Catholic education for future 

generations to come, has truly hit home. 

Thank you. 

 

 


