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OCSTA Recommendation 
 

OCSTA would support the development of expanded “school safety zones” where the sale, 

distribution and consumption of cannabis products are strictly prohibited. For example, the 

restrictions imposed in Ontario’s Smoke Free Ontario Act and the Electronic Cigarettes Act, 

2016 that restrict the consumption of tobacco products to 20 meters of playgrounds and other 

public places should be expanded substantially to a minimum of 1 km of school property. The 

amendments proposed in bill 174 (Smoke Free Ontario Act, 2017) that prohibit smoking of 

medical cannabis, tobacco and related products near schools and child care centres should be 

more specific and include a safety zone of 1 km around schools and child care centres.  

 

The policy objective in the legalization framework is to ensure students are not exposed to any of 

the influences associated with the sale, distribution, or consumption of cannabis products.9 

 

 

3. Possible changes to school board policies related to suspensions and expulsions 

 

Catholic school boards are required under section 29.2 of the Education Act to have student drug 

education policies. These policies cover a wide range of issues including: health education/early 

intervention, possession, prevention, use, counselling and disciplinary action. These policies 

cross reference many different Policies and PPMs, including code of student behavior, student 

discipline, search and seizure and bullying prevention to name only a few.10 

 

Currently all Catholic school boards have policies that outline the conditions under which 

students can be suspended or expelled from school related to cannabis that align with the 

requirements of the Ministry of Education and sections 306 and 310 of the Education Act and O. 

Reg 472/07 (“Behavior, Discipline and Safety of Pupils”).11 Bill 174 proposes amendments to 

these sections of the Education Act to reflect new activities leading to suspensions and 

expulsions. For example, a school Principal will have the authority, once the bill is passed, to 

suspend a student possessing cannabis, giving or selling cannabis to a minor depending on the 

specific circumstances of the student and factors relevant to those circumstances.  

 

 

OCSTA Recommendation 

 

The Ministry of Education should establish working committees or tables with key school board 

stakeholders to review existing ministry policies, identify any gaps in PPMs or guidelines and 

develop revised policies guidelines to enable boards to revise their internal student drug 

education, code of conduct and disciplinary policies in relation to cannabis use. Catholic boards 

need to maintain their current degree of flexibility to draft revised policies that fit with their local 

circumstances.  

                                                           
9 See Report of the Chief Medical Officer of Health, City of Toronto, May 29, 2017 “Legal Access to Non-Medical 

Cannabis: Approaches to Project Health and Minimize Harm of Use.” For an overview of the key public health 

issues see “Legalization and Regulation of Non-Medical Cannabis Use” May 2016, Toronto Chief Medical Officer 

of Health. (www.toronto.ca/legdocs/mmis/2017/ls/bgrd/backgroundfile-106876.pdf) 
10 See Thunder Bay Catholic District School Board “Student Drug Education Policy” #1007 October 2013. It 

references Policies: 703, 710, 713, 714 and PPMs 128, 144, 145 for example. 
 
11 See PPM 145, 2012 Progressive Student Discipline and Promoting Positive Student Behaviour. 
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4. Supports for the education sector, including parents and students 

 

Our Catholic school boards, like other publicly-funded school boards in Ontario, inform us that 

they require additional funded information and program supports for students, parents and 

member of the Catholic school community. Jurisdictions in the United States that have legalized 

recreational cannabis use, for example, Colorado, the department of education has developed 

resources and communications materials to support communities on the harms of cannabis use.12 

These are targeted at specific segments of the community from parents and students to school 

officials with a wide range of learning resources. These include teacher tool kits on how cannabis 

and other drugs undermine health and achievement. Of course, with all the new forms of 

cannabis being developed—from oil products to edibles—specific programs and learning 

materials need to be developed to promote student safety and well-being. 

 

 

OCSTA Recommendation 
 

OCSTA recommends that the Ministry of Education establish working committees to review and 

develop learning support materials for school boards, as well as other support programs and links 

to community public health organizations with expertise in the harms of cannabis use. It is 

important too that any new set of programs and resources for school boards be funded by the 

Ministry.  

 

 

5. Protection for vulnerable populations and youth 

 

The public health literature demonstrates that vulnerable and marginalized youth have higher 

than average drug use/abuse issues than others. For example, according to the Canadian 

Paediatric Society, Indigenous youth are particularly at risk with two-thirds of 15-19 year olds 

reported use over the past year.13 Students and youth with disabilities and mental health concerns 

may also be at greater risk for developing cannabis dependency. Students with mental health 

issues may believe myths surrounding cannabis use as harmless and potentially beneficial for 

their symptoms. Students with learning disabilities may believe various myths associated with 

cannabis use due to the lack of targeted special educational programs in this area. 

 

 

 OCSTA Recommendation 
 

OCSTA recommends that the Ministry of Education collaborate with school boards, Indigenous 

organizations and other public health agencies to develop specific and targeted educational 

resources and supports for vulnerable youth and students about the risks, harms and issues 

associated with cannabis use and dependency.  

 

 

                                                           
12 See the Colorado School Safety Resources Center, Marijuana section for a set of resources and links from the 

department of education (https://colorado.gov/pacific/cssrc/marijuana-in-schools). From a Catholic perspective, the 

Catholic Education Office Diocese of Wollongong has a comprehensive drug education guide for developing 

specific school board policies (2003) for its Catholic schools.  
13 Canadian Paediatric Society Position Statement on Cannabis and Canada’s children and youth, May 2017, p.2. 

https://colorado.gov/pacific/cssrc/marijuana-in-schools
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6. Possible changes to the Ontario curriculum—Health and Physical education, social 

sciences and humanities, Canadian and world studies, law 

 

At the present time, school boards’ drug education programs are usually delivered via the health 

and physical education curriculum. However, the legalization framework may require a more 

comprehensive review of the existing curriculum across many additional subject areas (law, 

social studies, etc.).  

 

 

OCSTA Recommendation 

 

The Ministry of Education should establish or repurpose existing working groups to review the 

key curriculum components related to student drug education and prevention programs. This 

curriculum review should take into account the unique Catholic perspective on drug use and 

dependency and the requirements of our Ontario Catholic School Graduate Expectations. 

 

 

7. Marketing of Cannabis to minors 
 

As part of OCSTA’s prevention and harm reduction approach to cannabis legalization, we 

believe the Ontario government should place severe restrictions on the marketing of cannabis 

products. Bill 174 (Schedule 2, Ontario Cannabis Retail Corporation sub section 29) gives the 

government the regulation making authority to direct the retail corporation in this regard.  

 

The Canadian Paediatric Society has several recommendations OCSTA supports in respect of 

marketing cannabis to youth. In its May 2017 policy statement the CPS suggests the following: 

 

 prohibit dispensaries from being located close to elementary, middle and high schools, 

licensed child care centres, community centres, residential neighbourhoods and youth 

facilities. 

 prohibit the sale of cannabis products by means of self-service displays or dispensing 

devices. 

 mandate strict labelling standards for all cannabis products, including a complete and 

accurate list of ingredients and an exact measure of cannabis concentration. 

 mandate package warnings for all cannabis products, including known and potential 

harmful effects of exposure (e.g., to young children and the fetus during pregnancy), 

similar to messaging on cigarette packaging. 

 mandate and enforce strict marketing and promotional standards, including a ban on all 

cannabis industry-related advertising and on the sponsorship of events, activities or 

permanent facilities by the cannabis industry. 

 mandate and enforce a ban on the marketing of cannabis-related products using strategies 

or venues that attract children and youth, including (but not limited to) ‘candy-like’ 

edibles, ‘giveaways’ and promotion through social media.14 

 

These could form the basis of regulations made restricting the sale and marketing of non-medical 

cannabis products under the proposed legislation.  

 

                                                           
14 Page 4.  
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Conclusion 

 

Cannabis use has many seriously harmful and long lasting impacts on human health and well-

being. It is especially dangerous for youth and their developing brains and is linked to wide 

range of negative mental and physical health outcomes that undermine learning objectives. 

OCSTA believes that a comprehensive preventative education strategy is key to a sound drug 

education response.  

 
 



 

 

Ontario Catholic School Trustees’ Association 

BOARD OF DIRECTORS 

2017-18 

 
Patrick Daly, President, Hamilton-Wentworth CDSB 

Beverley Eckensweiler, Vice President, Bruce-Grey CDSB 

Kathy Burtnik, Past President, Niagara CDSB 

 

 

REGION BOARDS OCSTA DIRECTOR 

TERM END DATE 

(Immediately 

following AGM & 

Conference) 

Region 1  

 

Huron-Superior CDSB 

Nipissing-Parry Sound CDSB 

Northeastern CDSB 

Sudbury CDSB 

Colleen Landers 

Northeastern CDSB 
2019 

Region 2 

Kenora CDSB 

Northwest CDSB 

Superior North CDSB 

Thunder Bay CDSB 

Paul Landry 

Kenora CDSB 
2019 

Region 3  

(at large) 
Northern Regions No. 1 & 2 

Michael Bellmore 

Sudbury CDSB 
2019 

Region 4 

 

Bruce-Grey CDSB 

Huron-Perth CDSB 

Waterloo CDSB 

Wellington CDSB 

Marino Gazzola 

Wellington CDSB 
2019 

Region 5 

London DCSB 

St. Clair CDSB 

Windsor-Essex CDSB 

Linda Ward 

St. Clair CDSB 
2019 

Region 6 Toronto CDSB 
Ann Andrachuk 

Michael Del Grande 
2018 

Region 7 Dufferin-Peel CDSB 
Mario Pascucci 

Thomas Thomas 
2018 

Region 8 York CDSB Carol Cotton 2018 

Region 9 

Durham CDSB 

Peterborough, Victoria,  

Northumberland & Clarington CDSB 

Simcoe-Muskoka CDSB 

Michelle Griepsma  

Peterborough, Victoria,  

Northumberland & Clarington 

CDSB 

2019 

Region 10 

Algonquin & Lakeshore CDSB  

CDSB of Eastern Ontario 

Renfrew County CDSB 

Todd Lalonde 

CDSB of Eastern Ontario 
2019 

Region 11 

Brant Haldimand Norfolk CDSB 

Halton CDSB 

Hamilton-Wentworth CDSB  

Niagara CDSB 

Clifford Casey 

Brant Haldimand Norfolk CDSB 

Arlene Iantomasi, Halton CDSB 

2019 

Region 12 Ottawa CSB 
Mark Mullan 

Ottawa CSB 
2018 

 

Nick Milanetti, Executive Director 

Bishop John Boissonneau, ACBO Liaison to the OCSTA Board of Directors 

Father Patrick Fitzpatrick, Chaplain 



 

 

NOTES 

 

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 



 

 

NOTES 

 

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________



 

 

NOTES 

 

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

  
 

Box 2064, Suite 1804, 20 Eglinton Avenue West, Toronto, Ontario  M4R 1K8 
Tel: 416-932-9460    Fax: 416-932-9459    Email: ocsta@ocsta.on.ca    Website: www.ocsta.on.ca 

mailto:ocsta@ocsta.on.ca


 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

             
 

         
     
 

http://www.opsba.org/
http://www.ocsta.on.ca/
http://www.acepo.org/en/


 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Box 2064, Suite 1804 
20 Eglinton Avenue West 
Toronto, Ontario M4R 1K8 

 T. 416.932.9460  F. 416.932.9459 
 ocsta@ocsta.on.ca   www.ocsta.on.ca 
 
 Patrick Daly, President 
 Beverley Eckensweiler, Vice President 
 Nick Milanetti, Executive Director 

 

P R O M O T I N G   A N D   P R O T E C T I N G   C A T H O L I C   E D U C A T I O N 

 

December 6, 2017 

 

MEMORANDUM 

 

TO:  Chairpersons and Directors of Education 

- All Catholic District School Boards 

 

FROM: Patrick J. Daly, President 

 

SUBJECT: 2017 Annual Report of the Auditor General of Ontario 

  

  

Today the 2017 Annual Report of the Auditor General was released after being tabled in the Ontario 

Legislature. Of particular note in the report is the acknowledgement that school boards are 

experiencing “added financial pressures because of the increase in sick days by their employees,” 

and that “salary costs paid to school board employees while they were off sick increased by 32% 

from $32.3 million in 2011/12 to $42.7 million in the 2015/16 school year.” 

  

As you know, this important matter was given high priority in OCSTA’s 2017 Finance Brief noting 

a recommendation that adequate provincial funding be provided to address provincial absenteeism 

trends at school boards and the costs associated with these trends.  

  

The report also examines and comments on teacher performance appraisals, allocation of resources, 

and board implementation of operational improvement recommendations. 

  

For your reference the link to the report and the statement from the Minister of Education follows: 

 

2017 Annual Report of the Auditor General (Education Section) 

2017 Annual Report of the Auditor General (full report) 

Statement From Minister Hunter on Auditor General's Report 

 

 

 

http://www.ocsta.on.ca/
http://www.ocsta.on.ca/ocsta/wp-content/uploads/2017/12/2017AuditorGeneral-education-final.pdf
http://www.auditor.on.ca/en/content/annualreports/arreports/en17/2017AR_v1_en_web.pdf
http://news.ontario.ca/edu/en/2017/12/statement-from-minister-hunter-on-auditor-generals-report.html?utm_source=ondemand&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=p
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P R O M O T I N G   A N D   P R O T E C T I N G   C A T H O L I C   E D U C A T I O N 

 

December 4, 2017 

 

MEMORANDUM 

 

 

TO:  Chairpersons and Directors of Education 

- All Catholic District School Boards 

 

FROM: Patrick J. Daly, President 

 

SUBJECT:  OCSTA Submission on Bill 174, Cannabis, Smoke-Free Ontario and Road  

  Safety Statute Law Amendment Act, 2017 

 

Further to our memo dated November 3, 2017, on Wednesday and Thursday November 29, 30, the 

all party Standing Committee on Justice Policy held hearings in Toronto on bill 174 the Cannabis, 

Smoke-Free Ontario and Road Safety Statute Law Amendment Act, 2017. The committee required 

comments on the bill by November 30, 2017. 

The government’s intention now is to pass the legislation into law by the end of the session on 

December 14, 2017. The accelerated timeframe is required in order to develop regulations and 

consult with municipalities on retail locations for cannabis stores.  

In response to this timeline, OCSTA developed a submission on bill 174 that is attached for your 

review and comments. As you know, the Ministry of Education is consulting with school boards 

and other education stakeholders throughout the winter of 2018 on how the bill will impact schools 

and the necessary revisions to various school board policies and procedures. 

OCSTA will continue to monitor the regulatory process and continue to discuss issues impacting 

school boards with the ministry of education and the ministry of finance.  

Please forward any comments on the submission to Stephen Andrews at sandrews@ocsta.on.ca.  

If you have any questions, please contact me or Stephen Andrews. 

 

Attachment 

 

http://www.ocsta.on.ca/
mailto:sandrews@ocsta.on.ca
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P R O M O T I N G   A N D   P R O T E C T I N G   C A T H O L I C   E D U C A T I O N 

 

December 4, 2017 

 

MEMORANDUM 

 

TO:  Chairpersons and Directors of Education 

- All Catholic District School Boards 

 

FROM: Patrick Daly, President 

 

SUBJECT:  Cannabis Retail Outlet Siting in Local Communities 

 

 

As you are aware, the government is moving forward with Bill 174, the Cannabis, Smoke-Free Ontario and 

Road Safety Statute Law Amendment Act, 2017 and will become law by the end of 2017.  

 

Part of the proposed legislation will establish a new Crown Corporation (Ontario Cannabis Retail 

Corporation) that will create 150 standalone stores by 2020 with 40 stores opening by July 1, 2018. The 

siting of these stores in local communities will be the responsibility of local municipalities within general 

guidelines set by the province. At the present time, the Ministry of Finance, the LCBO and municipalities 

have identified the following guidelines: 

 

 Adhering to municipal zoning by-laws 

 Proximity of sites to nearby schools 

 Equitable access for consumers within municipalities 

 Illegal storefront activity. 

 

In terms of public engagement, proposed locations will be identified based on municipal input and real estate 

searches and a public notice identifying a potential location. The LCBO will also have a website: 

https://lcbocannabisupdates.com/  for further siting information.  

 

OCSTA is strongly encouraging our boards to contact their local municipalities to express their concerns 

about potential siting locations of these cannabis stores.  

 

In our OCSTA submission to the Standing Committee on Justice Policy we recommended that cannabis 

stores be at least 3km away from the nearest school. We have attached for your reference the Declaration 

from the Canadian School Boards Association regarding the Impact of Cannabis Legalization on Schools. 

 

If you have any questions, please do not hesitate to contact me or Stephen Andrews at 

sandrews@ocsta.on.ca. 

  

 

Attachment 

http://www.ocsta.on.ca/
https://lcbocannabisupdates.com/
mailto:sandrews@ocsta.on.ca
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P R O M O T I N G   A N D   P R O T E C T I N G   C A T H O L I C   E D U C A T I O N 

 

November 30, 2017 

 

MEMORANDUM 

 

TO:  Chairpersons and Directors of Education 

- All Catholic District School Boards 

 

FROM: Patrick J. Daly, President 

 

SUBJECT: Catholic School Chaplains Association of Ontario 

 

 

I recently had the privilege to meet with Jolene Smith, the President of the Catholic School 

Chaplains Association of Ontario.  I know like me you have great appreciation for the significant 

contribution Chaplaincy Leaders make to the spirit of their Catholic School Communities.  They 

and the important Ministry they provide are indeed one of the distinctive features of publicly funded 

Catholic education in Ontario. 

 

Jolene shared with me information regarding a number of the important projects CSCO is currently 

involved with and provided me with a copy of the attached brochure.  I share it with you for your 

information and in deep gratitude to the outstanding and faith filled men and women who serve as 

Chaplaincy Leaders in Catholic schools throughout Ontario. 

 

Attachment 

 

 

 

http://www.ocsta.on.ca/
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P R O M O T I N G   A N D   P R O T E C T I N G   C A T H O L I C   E D U C A T I O N 

 

 

November 28, 2017 

 

 

MEMORANDUM 

 

TO:  Chairpersons and Directors of Education 

- All Catholic District School Boards 

 

FROM: Stephen Andrews, Director of Legislative and Political Affairs 

 

SUBJECT:  Declaration from the Canadian School Boards Association Regarding  

Impact of Cannabis Legalization on Schools 

 

 

As you are aware, the federal government introduced legislation in April of this year that would 

legalize the use of cannabis for non-medical purposes for adults over 19 years of age by July 1, 

2018. The federal legislation requires the provinces to develop their own legislation and regulatory 

framework governing the sale and distribution of non-medical cannabis by July 1, 2019 consistent 

with the federal law.  

 

In response to this development, nine provincial school board trustee associations including 

OCSTA, has developed the attached Declaration outlining its concerns and recommendations 

regarding the potential impacts of non-medical cannabis legalization on schools in Canada. This 

Declaration will be shared with all levels of government in the early part of 2018.  

 
If you have any questions, please do not hesitate to contact me at sandrews@ocsta.on.ca. 

 

Attachment 
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Introduction 
 

On behalf of the Ontario Catholic School Trustees’ Association (“OCSTA”) we are pleased to 

provide you with our submission on the Ministry of Education’s proposed revisions to the Pupil 

Accommodation Review Guideline (“PARG”) and the Community Planning and Partnerships 

Guideline (“CPPG”). The submission also reflects our recommendations to the ministry’s earlier 

consultation “supporting students and communities: Ontario’s rural education strategy” (June 

2017) and are the result of consultations with our Catholic school boards. 

 

The Ontario Catholic School Trustees’ Association (OCSTA) was founded in 1930. It 

represents 237 elected Catholic trustees who collectively represent 29 English-language 

Catholic district school boards. Together, these school boards educate approximately 545,000 

students from junior kindergarten to grade 12 and adults in continuing education programs 

province-wide. 

 

Inspired by the Gospel, the Mission of the Ontario Catholic School Trustees’ Association is to 

provide leadership, service and a provincial voice for elected Catholic school trustees who seek 

to promote and protect publicly funded Catholic education in Ontario. 

 

Context for the PARG and CPPG Proposed Reforms 

 

As part of the province’s Plan to Strengthen Rural and Northern Education the ministry of 

education indicated that it is committed to amending its PARG and to support improved co- 

ordination of community infrastructure planning which would involve revising the CPPG. 

The ministry of education’s objectives in reforming the PARG and CPPG are: 

 

● Create a more collaborative process that better promotes student achievement and well- 

being; 

● Better recognizes the impact of school closures on rural communities. 
 

OCSTA General Position 

 

OCSTA welcomes the ministry of education’s next stage in its consultations on strengthening 

rural and northern education in Ontario. Developing specific tools and processes to improve 

collaboration and working relationships with municipal government and community 

organizations are a key component of developing long-term student accommodation plans that 

promote student achievement and well-being, while at the same time recognizes the impact of 

school closures on northern and rural communities. In our June submission, OCSTA called on 

the government to encourage all parties to work together in the best long-term interests of 

students. We also recommended that school boards “have adequate resources and funding to 

conduct meaningful PARs and MPARs and the autonomy and flexibility to respond to the needs 

of local communities” (p.6). 

 

Catholic school trustees clearly recognize that decisions related to underutilized schools and 

possible school closures have a significant impact on their local communities, parishes, students, 

families and local businesses. The loss of a Catholic school in a rural community may mean the 

https://efis.fma.csc.gov.on.ca/faab/Memos/B2017/B09_EN.pdf
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authority of school boards to make PAR related decisions. 

 

OCSTA also believes the ministry could play additional roles in developing supports for the 

PAR and CPPG process. As we outlined in our June submission, the ministry of education 

could: 

● Establish (secure Ministry funding) for a senior executive lead staff position at 

each school board that can develop and coordinate an integrated multi-year 

planning framework in collaboration with provincial and municipal governments; 

 
● Identify key leading community partner groups that have sufficient human and 

financial resources to participate in school board, municipal and provincial 
planning processes. 

 

5. The ministry is also supporting improved co-ordination of community 

infrastructure planning by working with partner ministries and key stakeholders on 
the following three initiatives: 

 

● Building upon the Ministry of Municipal Affairs’ ongoing integrated local planning work 
to better facilitate local relationships and partnerships, including between school board 
and municipal governments, particularly in rural and northern communities. 

 

● Revising the CPPG to: 
o Better align with integrated local planning processes; 
o Encourage joint responsibility for integrated community planning, with a focus on 

communication between school boards, municipal governments and community 

partners about boards’ capital plans; 
o Highlight the potential for community use of open and underutilized schools; and 
o Require that boards disclose municipal participation and non-participation in CPPG 

meetings. 

 

OCSTA Concerns and Recommendations 

 

OCSTA generally supports these proposed changes to enhance relationships between local 

governments and school boards. However, we have some hesitation about schools being 

placed in the role of disclosing municipal participation and non-participation as mentioned 

above. 

 

OCSTA also supports the proposed revisions to the CPPG to encourage joint responsibility 

for integrated community planning involving a boards capital plans. However, in the context 

of PARs and CPPs it must be clear that school boards are the decision makers and responsible 

for student achievement and well-being and thus must be the lead body in these processes. 

Joint responsibility for integrated planning as it involves school board facilities and resources 

must recognize school boards ultimate decision making authority. 

 

The sharing of key information among all partners will improve the overall outcomes of a 

school boards long term capital and accommodation plans that best serve the needs of 

students, community groups and local governments. 
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In addition, school communities are more engaged and invested in an accommodation 

planning process that results in enhanced and new school facilities, including community 

agencies. A targeted stream of funding to make capital improvements to existing facilities or 

create new facilities is key to a successful process and higher degrees of community support. 

OCSTA looks forward to discussing these issues in more detail and how the proposed 

changes will enhance community infrastructure planning. 

 

6. Continuing its ongoing work with the Ministry of Infrastructure to support delivery 

of recommendations in Community Hubs in Ontario: A Strategic Framework and 

Action Plan 

 

OCSTA Concerns and Recommendations 

 

Improving the utilization of surplus school space is beneficial to municipalities, school 

communities and the province. Increased coordination of financial resources to support long- 

term operation of the community partnerships with school boards is required going forward. 

 

OCSTA supports the government of Ontario’s community hubs initiative and will continue to be 

involved in various working groups and discussions on how to facilitate the community use of 

underutilized school board facilities. There continues to be a need to adequately fund capital and 

operating costs related to community hubs.  

 

In support of community hubs, OCSTA requests that the ministry of education consider that 

schools identified as community hubs be funded at 100% of their capacity and not the current 

per pupil funding model. 

 

Summary 

 

OCSTA supports the ministry of education’s goals of creating a more collaborative process that 

better promotes student achievement and well-being and a process that better recognizes the 

impact of school closures on rural communities. However, we have concerns about the extension 

of timeframes for the PAR process and changing the required content of initial staff reports. We 

do support the creation of “toolkits” to facilitate more informed involvement of community 

groups in the PAR process and supporting better partnerships between school boards and local 

government and community groups. The ministry needs to be mindful, however, of the need for 

local Catholic school boards to maintain their decision making autonomy and flexibility when it 

comes to the final decisions related to accommodation and capital planning for their students. 
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