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The last month of the school year is both a time for celebration and a little sadness...  

 

Many of our grade 12 international students from around the world will be graduating and in September, 

continuing their education in top Canadian and US universities and colleges . Other students will be returning to 

their home country with new learnings, improved English language skills, new lifetime friendships and an 

understanding of another culture. Ontario students and teachers will also benefit from a better understanding and 

appreciation of other cultures... new international friendships and communications will continue.  

 

We will all be a little saddened that we will part in the summer and perhaps never meet again. However, we can 

celebrate and hope for a positive future for all and look forward to new adventures, new opportunities and new friendships.  

 

Margo Jones, Yuexin Wang, Jessica Morales, Jody Fritz, Simone Beaucage, Taylor Piellusch and I, all look forward to seeing our 

returning students again and meeting new students from around the world in September.  

 

 

Vic Degutis 

COO • Research & Development Office/International Education Services 

Waterloo Catholic District School Board 

Please update us with your current email address and phone 

number, along with your parents’ email addresses. It is very 

important for us to keep your updated information on file, so 

that you and your parents will be able to receive information 

and updates from the School Board. 

June 26-30, 2017 Secondary School Examination Days 

July 1, 2017  Canada Day  

July & August, 2017  Summer Break  

September 5, 2017  September Semester Starts  

Important Information 

 wcdsb.ca 

Has your email address and/or phone number 

changed? 

Important Dates 

We hope you have a wonderful 

summer break! We look forward to 

welcoming new and returning 

students in September! Keep using 

English language in summer! 

Are you planning to graduate in June 2017? 
 

Congratulations!  Please note you can stop by the 

guidance office at your school to pick up your final 

report card and your Ontario Secondary School 

Diploma.  

 

If you are unable to pick up your report card and 

diploma in July, please make sure we have your 

updated address and we will send the documents 

to you through courier. 

 

We wish you all the best of luck on your future 

endeavors! 

https://www.wcdsb.ca/
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Hello, I’m Savannah Kim from Korea. I am an international student in 

grade 10 at Resurrection Catholic Secondary School, and I have 

been studying in Canada for almost a year. I participated in Model 

UN, which was held in CIGI, and it was definitely one of the most 

valuable experiences I’ve had since I came to 

Canada.  

 

Model UN is a form of conference where 

delegates of various countries meet each other 

and share their ideas for certain topics related to 

global issues; such as environment, human rights 

and security (weapons). I joined an environment 

council as a delegate of Korea.  

 

The preparation started a month before the actual 

meeting. I had to search for documents and build my country’s 

background to know what policies and opinions they have. I also 

had to be aware of the rules and instructions of Model UN. Even 

though I thought I had done a lot of research, I couldn’t even speak 

when I got there because the conversation was very deep and 

intense. I realized I had very shallow knowledge about the topic, and 

I couldn’t help but write down what I heard instantly. At the end, I 

adjusted to it and started to talk with others about the topic and my 

country’s position.  

 

It was a great opportunity to get to know how delegates cooperate 

and negotiate with each other depending on their country’s 

situation and environmental background. During both the 

moderated caucus and unmoderated caucus, I had the opportunity 

to exchange opinions and converse with other delegates to defend 

my country. These experiences taught me how serious and close this 

problem is related to our life. I was very impressed when I saw people 

writing a resolution and asking other delegates to be a sponsor for 

their resolution even during the lunch break. They kept debating and 

discussing about the topic and never stopped working on their job.   
  
After this conference, I found out how big the problem is and that 

we should make practical decisions considering our country’s 

situation. It was a very meaningful day, and I realized the 

importance of endless communication and how it helps to draw the 

conclusion. 

(Photo courtesy of  CIGI) 

Hi everyone! My name is Ann Huang. I am graduating 

from Grade 12 at St. David Catholic 

Secondary School. I came from 

China, and I have been in Canada 

for almost 2 years. It’s been an 

absolutely amazing journey at St. 

David, because everyone supports 

what people choose to pursue; for 

me, it is continuing my Model United 

Nations (MUN) adventure. 

 

Back in China, I began participating in Model UN 

related events in Grade 9. From being a volunteer to a 

delegate, then to an assistant director, and finally to 

the Public Relations Executive of my own conference. 

It provided me with the opportunity to learn about 

research, public speaking, debate, document 

drafting, and collaboration. I’ve benefited so much 

from all the past conferences I attended. 

 

One of the many reasons I love doing Model UN 

conferences is that it connects me with the world. Not 

only do I get to learn about so many unique countries 

and their policies, but also the current issues occurring 

globally. As the delegate of Yemen, during the 

Waterloo Regional High School Model United Nation 

conference this March, I learned about the 

background of the country and the refugee crisis. It 

has also furthered my understanding of integration 

initiatives previously acquired from co-op at the 

Balsillie School of International Affairs. I truly 

appreciate this opportunity provided by the school 

board and CIGI, because it has helped me improve 

myself.  

 

Once a MUNer, always a MUNer. 

Waterloo Catholic Secondary School students participated in the Waterloo 

Region High School Model United Nations (Model UN) which was held at the 

Centre for International Governance Innovation (CIGI) on March 24. We’re very 

proud of the involvement of our  international visa students  in this  youth 

leadership event. Below are the Model UN experiences shared by some of our 

international students. 

St. Benedict St. Mary’s Resurrection  

https://www.wcdsb.ca/
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My name is Junyi Kim. I’m from South Korea, from the capital city there, Seoul. I came to 

Canada about two and a half years ago. I am currently attending St. David Catholic 

Secondary School. I am in grade 12.  The subject I enjoy the most is math.  
 

I like studying in Canada because there is more freedom to choose courses, especially in our 

upper years. In South Korea, most courses are mandatory, and the schedule is often chosen for 

the student. I prefer having more freedom of our education in Canada, as I think it will help me 

shape my career. 
 

With my Ontario Secondary School Diploma, I wish to attend university to study Actuarial Science or study into Finances. I am 

excited because there are so many different post-secondary opportunities and career options in Canada after high school 

graduation. I’m also excited to know that there will be opportunities to study various fields, even during my adult years to shape 

my career to my liking.  
 

To my peer international students, my advise would be that they attempt to embrace the Canadian culture, because it is a 

culture that is very supportive of newcomers to Canada. I had some trouble fitting into the Canadian culture, but I gradually like 

it more as I become more involved in it.     (Photo courtesy of Junyi Kim) 

Cultural exchange with Japanese school 
 

Students from Yamate Gakuin High School in Yokohama, Japan visited the 

Waterloo Region in April. They participated in classes, explored our region and 

learned about Canada through their host families.  In the summer, our 

Canadian students from the Waterloo Region Catholic secondary schools will 

visit Japan.  This ICP (International Certificate Program) cultural exchange is a 

great opportunity for students in both countries to build an understanding of 

each other’s culture.   

St. Mary Visual Art Class 
 

International students 

Xinying Yao and Zipei 

Shen with their 

cityscape paintings.  

Chinese groups coming in July 
 

The School Board will be 

welcoming Chinese students 

from Hebei Zhengding High 

School and Shijiazhuang 

Foreign Language School to 

participate in summer ESL 

short-term programs at our 

local Catholic secondary 

school. 

(Photo courtesy of  St. Mary’s High School) 

Check out our social network: 

WCDSB_Intl 

weibo.com/wcdsb 

facebook.com/wcdsb.intl 

International Certificate Program Graduation 
 

On May 30, 2017 the WCDSB celebrated the ICP’s 

second graduating class.  Through the ICP 

students become informed, engaged and active 

global citizens as demonstrated by our student 

presenters at the event. Graduating students 

customized the program to meet their academic 

and global needs and interests through courses, 

assignment completion and international engagement. Over the past 3 

years, this group showed tremendous leadership and became ambassadors 

of this program. This was an exceptional group of students; they have  helped 

the Model UN program grow in our schools, shown real 

creativity with acquiring their International engagement 

hours, welcomed international students to the WCDSB 

and were ambassadors for the WCDSB around the 

world and in our community.   

https://www.wcdsb.ca/
https://twitter.com/WCDSB_Intl
http://weibo.com/wcdsb
https://www.facebook.com/wcdsb.intl
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Colombian students participating in spring short-term immersion programs 

  
105 Colombian students from Colegio Colombo Británico, Vermont School Medellin, and Colegio Montessori are participating 

in short-term immersion programs at our local Catholic elementary schools in May and June. Not only did they experience 

Canadian class culture and improve their English skills, but they also learned about Canadian culture, food, and extra 

curricular activities.  

WCDSB_Intl 

weibo.com/wcdsb 

facebook.com/wcdsb.intl 

July 1st is Canada Day, and Canada celebrates its 150th anniversary this year. A variety of celebrations are taking place 

across the country as well as in the Waterloo Community. Join us for the celebration of events for this special year, and have 

fun! 
 

More event details can be found at Explore Waterloo Region 

https://www.wcdsb.ca/
mailto:info@wcdsb.ca
https://www.wcdsb.ca/
https://twitter.com/WCDSB_Intl
http://weibo.com/wcdsb
https://www.facebook.com/wcdsb.intl
https://events.explorewaterlooregion.com/search?default_category=Festivals%20and%20Events

