
 

 APPENDIX B 
 APS044 
 

APS044-BX, JAN 2020 Page 1 of 1 

 

ACCESSIBILITY:   
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Violence Threat Risk Assessment Risk Rating Guide 

 
Use the data gathered to help you to assess:  

• To what extent does the threat-maker pose a risk to safety toward students, staff, community, or others? 
 

 

LOW LEVEL OF CONCERN 

Risk to the target(s), students, staff, and school safety is minimal (note: this does not mean ‘no risk’). 
 
1. Threat is vague and indirect. 
2. Categorization of low risk does not imply ‘no risk’ but indicates the individual is at little risk for violence. 
3. Information contained within the threat is inconsistent, implausible or lacks detail; threat lacks realism. 
4. Available information suggests that the person is unlikely to carry out the threat or become violent. 
5. Behaviour falls within the general range for typical baseline behaviour for the student in question.  
6. Monitoring of the matter may be appropriate. 
 

MEDIUM LEVEL OF CONCERN 

The threat could be carried out, although it may not appear entirely realistic. Violent action is possible. 
 
1. Threat is more plausible and concrete than a low level threat. Wording in the threat and information gathered 

suggests that some thought has been given to how the threat will be carried out (e.g. possible place and time). 
2. No clear indication that the student of concern has taken preparatory steps (e.g. weapon seeking, although 

there may be ambiguous or inconclusive references pointing to that possibility). There may be a specific 
statement seeking to convey that the threat is not empty: “I’m serious!” 

3. A moderate or lingering concern about the student’s potential to act violently. 
4. Increase in baseline behaviour. 
5. Categorization of risk indicates that the individual is at an elevated risk for violence, and those measures 

currently in place or further measures, including monitoring, are required in an effort to manage the individual’s 
future risk. 

 

HIGH LEVEL OF CONCERN 

The threat or situation of concern appears to pose an imminent and serious danger to the safety of others. 
 
1. Threat is specific and plausible. There is an identified target. Student has the capacity to act on the threat. 
2. Information suggests concrete steps have been taken toward acting on threat. For example, information 

indicates that the student has acquired or practiced with a weapon or has had a victim under surveillance. 
3. Information suggests strong concern about the student’s potential to act violently. 
4. Significant increase in baseline behaviour. 
5. Categorization of risk indicates the individual is at a high or imminent risk for violence. 
6. Immediate intervention is required to prevent an act of violence from occurring. 
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