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ACCESSIBILITY:   
To request this file in large print, please email aoda@wcdsb.ca or call (519) 578-3660. 
 

 

Waterloo Catholic District School Board Parent Guide to 

Participation in an Expulsion Hearing 

If a Principal recommends to the Board that a pupil be expelled, the Board shall hold an expulsion hearing for that 
purpose. You have been informed of a date and time for a hearing. The following is intended as a guide to assist 
you in preparing for the hearing. 
 
 

WHO ATTENDS A HEARING 

• Student 

• Parent/Guardian of the student if the student is under the age of 18 

• Principal of the student’s school 

• Supervisory Officer of the school 

• Director of Education (Secretary to the Board of Trustees) 

• Members of the Expulsion Hearing Committee (3 trustees) 

• Witnesses as called by either party to the hearing 

• Parents/Guardians of student witnesses under the age of 18 

• Legal representatives for any parties listed above 
 

WHO MAY NOT ATTEND A HEARING 

• Members of the public not mentioned above 
 

RIGHTS OF PARTIES AT A HEARING 

• Right to have legal representation 

• Right to call and examine witnesses 

• Right to cross-examine other witnesses 

• Right to present argument and submissions 

• Right to compel disclosure of relevant documents and things 

• Right to receive reasonable information regarding any allegations 
 

WHAT HAPPENS AT THE HEARING 

At the hearing, the Board shall: 
a) Consider the submissions of each party in whatever form the party chooses to deliver his or her submissions, 

whether orally, in writing or both 
 

b) Solicit the views of all the parties as to whether the pupil, if he or she is expelled, should be expelled from his or 
her school only or from all schools of the Board; and 

 

c) Solicit the views of all the parties as to whether, if the pupil is not expelled, the Board should confirm the 
suspension originally imposed under Section 310, confirm the suspension but reduce its duration or withdraw 
the suspension 

 

THE BOARD MUST ALSO CONSIDER 
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In making the decisions required under subsection (6), the Board shall take into account, 
 

a) All submissions and views of the parties, including their views as to whether the pupil, if expelled, should be 
expelled from his or her school only or from all schools of the Board 

 

b) Any mitigating or other factors prescribed by the regulations; and 
 
c) Any written response to the principal’s report recommending expulsion that a person gave to the Board under 

subsection 311.1 (7) before the completion of the hearing.  
 

WHO DECIDES 

The three trustees on the Expulsion Hearing committee make the decision regarding expulsion.  This is done 
following the hearing in a private session. 
 

WHAT IS DECIDED 

After the expulsion hearing, the school Board will do one of the following: 
 

1. Decide not to expel the student. If the Board makes this decision it can then:  
• Confirm the current suspension 

• Confirm the student is still suspended, but shorten the length of the suspension and update the student’s record 

• Withdraw the suspension and remove it from the student’s record (see section on suspension) 

  
2. Decide to expel the student from his or her school only. 
 

3. Decide to expel the student from all schools in the Board. 
 

WHAT HAPPENS WHEN STUDENTS ARE EXPELLED 

If students are expelled from their school only, the Board will assign them to another school in the Board. Boards 
should make supports and resources available to students, where necessary. These supports could include anger-
management counselling.  
 

Alternatively, if students are expelled from all schools in the Board, the Board must offer them academic and 
additional supports to promote positive behaviour in a program for expelled students. If students complete the 
program, they can return to school. 
 

NOTIFICATION OF THE DECISION 

Within seven school days following the hearing, all parties will be informed in writing of the committee decision. 
Parents will receive a written notice of expulsion. It will give them information on the new school or the Board 
program the student can access. It will also include information on how to appeal. 
 

APPEALING A DECISION 

An adult student or parent/guardian of a student under the age of 18 may appeal the decision of the Board to the 
Child and Family Services Review Board (CFSRB).  The following timeline limitations are important for an adult 
student, the student who is 16 or 17 years of age and who has withdrawn from parental control or the 
parent/guardian of a child under the age of 18 to note should he/she proceed with an appeal to the CFSRB: 
A request for an expulsion appeal must be made: 

1. Within thirty (30) days of the District School Board’s decision to expel the student.  This date should be 
referenced in the letter of appeal. 

2. The thirty (30) days may be extended if the CFSRB feels there are reasonable grounds to do so. 


